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ADVERTISEMENT 



TO TH 1 




THE publication of the following Sermons, 
which w^ere never intended for the Prefs, is 
wholly owing to the prefling applications of 
the Friends and Relations of the Author. — 
They are fubmitted, therefore, as originally 
compofed, unaltered, and uncorrected, to the 
public in fpeftion. The perufal of them may, 
perhaps, revive in the minds of fome readers, 
the plealing fenfations which they once felt 
at the hearing of them ; for the character of 
the Author, as a Chrijlianj and a Preacher^ is 
fufficiently known, to evince this truth, that 
his difcourfes, as they proceeded fro??i the 
heart of the Speaker, fo they never failed to 
reach the hearts of his Auditors^ and, that 
his life and converfation correfponded with 
thofe dodlrines he fo energetically taught. 
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SERMON L 



0N THE SUPERIOR EXCELLENCY OF 
A MIDDLE STATE. 

i 



Prov. XXX. 8, 9. 



Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me : Leji I be full 
and deny thee^ and fay ^ Who is the Lord? 
Or leji I be poor^ and JieaU and take the 
name of my God in vain. 

nn HE words of the text point out to us thj|, 
dangerous circumftances attending richer 
and fuperfluity on one hand, and want and 
poverty on the other; and plainly intimate,. 
that the middle ftate of life, a ftate between 
the extremes of overflowing wealth and pre^ 
fing neceflity, is more fafe and defirable than 
either of them. — ^The reafonablenefs of pre- 
B ferring 
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2 On thefupertor 'Excellency 

ferring it to narrow and penurious circum- 
llances will be readily acknowledged ; for the 
inconveniences and difficulties of the latter 
arc eafily feen and dreaded at a diftancc. But 
that it fhould be preferred to riches, which 
command all the comforts and delights of 
life, will feem a great abfurdity to the gene- 
rality of Inankind, who pronounce their judg- 
ment upon the firft face^ of things, without 
any examination into their nature, or their 
coflfequences. An impartial confideration, 
however, of the powerful temptations arifing 
both from abundance and from want, will 
prove to us the wifdom of Agur's choice, and 
ihew the fuperior excellency of a middle ftate. 

Such Is the weaknefs of our nature, and 
fuch the deceitfulnefs of our hearts, that often 
* man being in honour hath no underftanding,' 
Pf. xlix. 20. and beittg puiFed up with prof- 
perity is apt to forget himfelf and his duty. 
When the face of nature looks gay and fmiles 
upon him ; when he is furrounded with grate- 
ful obje(5ls, and every thing about him feems 
to promife the continuance of his happinefs, 
a fecret triumph and felf-applaufe ileal in- 
fenfibly upon the mind : he conceives- an un- 

dttc 
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of a Middle State. j^ 

dtie opinion of his own merit and fufficiency ; 
and vainly imagines himfelf fecure againft all 
the calamities of life. — This prefumptuous 
confidence, which is the natural produdt of 
great affluence, chokes all the feeds of holi- 
nefs ; and, like the froft, prevents the culti- 
vation and improvement of the foiL It 
counteracts all worthy affedions, (huts up 
the heart againft God, and renders it infen- 
fible to the duties of religion. It inclines 
him to forget the fountain, whence every gift 
and bleffing is derived, and to be negligent of 
that Providence, which gives him all things 
richly to enjdy ; to lofe the fenfe of his de- 
pendence upon the protedtion and care of 
Heaven, and to withhold the acknowledg- 
ments of homage and worfhip due to his 
divine benefaftor, upon whofe mercy and 
goodnefs he exifts — What is this, but to 
deny God ? It is to deny his fupremacy and 
fovereignty; it is to deny our obligations and 
our obedience to him : and is expreflive of the 
language in the text, * Who is the Lord ?* 

Again, The charms and allurements of 

profperity tend to captivate and bewitch the 

heart, and lead the man of affluence into 

B 2 immo- 
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4 On thefuperior Excellency 

immoderate purfuits of pleafure; they diffipatc 
the vigour of the mind, betray the govern- 
ment of the fuperlor powers and faculties ; 
and raife the inferior appetites, which were 
ordained to be in fubjedlion to reafon, to 
poflefs the fupremacy, and to be the fole 
guide and meafure of his conduit. And 
when the due balance of the aiFeftions is 
broken, and the reins of reafon are given up 
to paflion, he is hurried into the gratification 
of every defire without controul, and runs 
unreftrainedin the way of his heart, and the 
fight of his eyes. Having the ineans in his 
own hand of fupporting his folly, and the 
faihion of the world to countenance it, he 
indulges in all the bVaridifhments of excefs, 
and abandons himfelf to all the unmanly plea- 
fures of a diflblute life. — From this depraved 
temper and habit of mind, which often grows 
out of a plentiful eftate, it is an eafy tranfition 
to irreligion and infidelity. For bdng taken 
captive by the foft delufion, and wholly dif- 
folved in - the delights and entertainments of 
fenfe, he endeavours to root out of his mind 
all regard to thofe troublefome principles, 
which give checks and interruptions to his 
vicious purfuits, and fpoil the relifli of his 

fenfual 
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of a Middle State. 5 

fenfual enjoyments. He firft entertains an 
averfion to thofe dodrines, which condemn 
his praftices, and then raifeth doubts and 
difficulties concerning their authority. He 
becomes fond of every thing, that looks 
plaufible on the fide of infidelity, and grafps 
at every trifling objedtion againft religion^ 
which his pafiions and prejudices exceedingly 
magnify and exaggerate ; till he at laft throws 
off all reftraint, and openly derides all good- 
nefs. — Thus from living as without God in 
the world, jie wiflics that there was no fuch 
Being; and from wifliing, he goes on, by 
degrees, to imagine that there is none; to 
deny his perfeftions, his providence, his ex- 
ifl:ence : that, by depofing him from the 
throne of Heaven, and banifhing him out of 
the univerfe, he may juftify himfelf in his 
impiety, and follow fi-eely the bent of his 
licentious inclinations. 

On the other hand, confider the dangers 
and temptations attending a ftate of poverty ; 
and even in a religious and moral view, with-r 
out refped:ing its immediate and temporal 
diladvantages, it muft appear to he an un- 
Jiappy fituation of life. 

B 3 Extreme 
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6 On thefuperior Excellency 

Extreme poverty is a great temptation to 
impatience and difcontent, and murmuring 
and complaining againft the high difpofer of 
all things. It raifes fufpicions and uneafy 
refledtions concerning the adminift ration of 
Providence, and infinuates notions whicl^ 
derogate from the divine juftice and impaf- 
tiality. Many wife and good mpn, upon 
having been reduced from high and flourifti- 
ing circumftances to adverfity and diftrefs^ 
have laboured under great perplexity concern- 
ing the moral government of God, and been 
tempted to doubt, of the reality and advantage 
of religion. With a vain confidence of this 
efFedt, Satan is reprefented as fpliciting the 
Almighty to try Job in the furnace of afflidion^j 
and pleading thus againft him ; ^ Put forth 
thine hand now, and touch all that he hath -^ 
and he will curfe thee to thy face.' Job i. 1 1. 
And we may obferve, that his firft temptation 
of our Saviour was founded upon bodily and 
tehiporal wants : when he was an hungred, 
the tempter came unto him. 

But the crimes to which indigent circum- 
ftances are here defcribed, as peculiarly fub^ 

jeding 
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of a Middle State. 7 

jcfting and expofing men, are Theft> an4 
taking the name of God in vain. 

Such is the conftitution of things, and the 
condition of human life, eftablifhed by the 
wife Creator of the world, that the ends of 
fociety could not be anfwered and maintained 
without a variety of circum fiances and a dif- 
tindlion of property : and therefore he hath 
ordained laws for the fecurity of every one'? 
feparate inter eft againft all attempts of violence 
and fraud ; and every civil government hath 
conftantly the fame defign in view, and fludics 
to proted: its members in the peaceable enjoy t- 
ment of their privat? rights. Yet when peir- 
fons, into whofe minds no principles of re- 
ligion, no fentiments of wifdom and piety 
have been inftilled ; when fuch, either thro' 
the extravagance of their lives, or through 
the difpenfations of Providence, are deprived 
of the conveniences and necefTaries of life, 
and on looking to the right hand, and to the 
Jeft, can fee nothing but a variety of wretchcd- 
Vitis ; in the conflidl of diftrafting paflions, 
which fuch a fituation occafioneth, an un- 
due defire of their neighbour's property 
infinuates itfelf into the mind, and fuggefb 

B 4 powerful 
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i Oh thefuperior Excellency 

powerful temptations to tranfgrefs the bounds 
of juftice. The immediate neceffity iirgeth 
them to comply, drawing away the heart 
from an attention to the certain, though dif-^ 
tant, cpnfequences of fuch compliance, arid 
warping the judgment from diftinguifliing 
nicely between right and wrong. And the 
imagination becomes exceeding fruitful in in- 
venting fpecious pretences to pai|iate and gild 
oVer any little deviations from the rules of 
pf ftridl honefty, and in forming defigns and 
projefts to acquire the defired obje<a by the 
violation of right. And hence they proceed 
to feek a maintenance by any fraudulent and 
irregular pradices, and are led by little and 
little to all imaginable dej^rees pf injuftice. 

By the other temptation of poverty, men- 
tioned \xi the text, * the taking the name of 
God in vain,' does not feem to be intended, 
that indecent a? well as impious cuftom of 
profane fwearing in cpmmon converfation ; in 
juftificatipn pr excufe of which no plea can 
be pretended ; and which can be no other- 
wife accounted for, than from mere habit. 
For there is no engaging allurement in the 
yice itfclf^ nor any propeiifity or temptation 
, * ?o 
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of a Middle State. 9 

to it in the human conftitution ; on the con- 
trary, the fafcred name pf God naturally ilrikes 
the mind with ^we ^nd reverence. And that 
there is no inamediafe tendency or inducement 
to it arifing from indigent circumftances, is 
very evident, bepaufe the pra^ice of it is not 
confined to the lovvreft clafs and order of men, 
but is almoft equally prevalent among perfons 
of exalted and affluent condition, to the great 
dishonour of themfelves jind their religion, in 
contempt of the authority of the laws, and 
in defiance of thp power pf the Almighty. 

But the words before us mean Perjury ; 
that irreligious and moft prefumptuous degree 
of taking the name of God in vain 5 when a 
man deliberately invokes Him as a witnefs tp 
the truth of that, which he knows to be 
falfe J and makes a folemn appeal to the Moft 
High, in order to deceive and wrong his 
neighbour. * Left I be poor, and fteal, and 
take the name of my Gpd in vain ;' %h2X is, left 
the bitternefs of wjmt fhould tempt me firft 
into fraud and indirect pradices for fupport, 
and afterwards into perjury to free myfelf 
from the accufation. When a man has yielded 
to one fin, it is not eaf^ to refill the npxt ; 

^n4 
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to On the fuperior Excellency 

and if an Oath may be * the end of all ftrife/ 
Heb. vi. 1 6. and clear him from all fufpicion, 
which was the cafe in many inftances among 
the Jews, he that hath been fo far guilty as 
to fteal, will be under ftrong temptations to 
fwear falfly. When he ftands in danger of 
perpetual fliame and infamy, of public dif- 
grace and puniftiment ; when there is this 
only hope of efcape, or of evading the power 
of the laws ; will not the fame fprings of 
aftion, which before influenced him to pro- 
vide for his fafety by injuring his neighbour, 
excite him alfo to fhun the prefent danger by 
jmy new expedient ? When the barriers of 
modefty and confcience are broken down, 
when he has defpifed the authority of the 
law-giver, and been guilty of a diredt con- 
tempt of God, by afts of unrighteoufnefs ; 
what will reftrain him from offending with 
his tongue, and ^ taking the name of his God 
in vain?' So that the connexion between 
thefe two vices appears eafy and unobftrufted ; 
and it is indeed unhappily confirmed by too 
piany inftances in life, where theft has intro- 
duced perjury; and thus the tepiptations of 
poverty have prevailed upon wea:k men to add 

fin* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of a Middle State. 1 1 

fin to fin, and heap one wickednefs upon 
another* 

Prom fiich confiderations of the difficulties 
of each ftate, and from a fenfe of the frailty 
of human nature, how apt it is to betray us 
into the fnares of the one kind or the other ; 
Agur prays to God, that he may be delivered 
from the dangers of either extreme, and be 
favoured with fuch a moderate competency of 
fortune, as may fupply the conveniences of 
life, and effeiftually prefcrve him from cveiy 
deftrudtive way. 

The oian in a middle ftate of life dwells 
in xmdifturbed eafe and happinefs, not liable 
to the agitations and perplexities of the rich 
or poor. For, while fome, who are crowned 
with honour, and overabound with wealth, 
are endangered by the aflaults of malice and 
the underminings of envy ; and others, who 
are bom to no inheritance but poverty and 
trouble, can hardly earn the neceflaries of life 
with the fweat of their brow, and fuffer the 
fpurns and infults of thoie, who have no 
foftenings of humanity in them ; he is not 
^xpofed either to contempt on ome hand, or to 

envy 
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12 On thefuperior Excellency 

envy on the other : but, being not fo high as 
to provoke any malicious defigns againft him, 
nor fo low as to be trodden down and defpifed, 
he fitteth fafely under his own vine and his 
own fig-tree, and there is none to make him 
afraid^ 

Again, He is exempt from that bodily Ik- 
hour and fatigue, which wearies out nature 
and ihortens the days of man ; and does not 
experience that indolence and ftagnation, 
which renders even the greateft bleffings of 
life, flat and infipid. He fufFers not either 
the real wants of the poor, or the imaginary 
wants pf the rich; and is not troubled with 
the ^cravings pf Jfnportunate hunger, or the 
fqueamifh delicacy pf a depraved appetite. 
But equally free fi-om the pinching pains of 
abflinence, and from the enticements of high- 
feafoned dainties, he enjdys that fimplicity of 
food, which promotes at the fame time health 
of body and chearfulnefs of mind. 

And further. He has peculiar advantages 

with refpeft to the knowledge and the pradtice 

of virtue : for he efcapes the many trials and 

temptatiops, which arife from narrow or 

5 plentiful 
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of a Middle State. 13 

pkntiful circumflances, and which arc fo 
equally powerful, that it has been thought 
difficult to determine, on which fide the 
greateft danger lies : and being removed from 
the cares and incumbrances of the opulent 
and exalted, and from the neceflary labour 
which employeth the poor and indigent, he 
is blefled with more opportunities, than cither 
of them, to ftep afide from pubUc life, from 
the hurry of the world, and the allurements 
of fenfe ; to examine and improve his mind ; 
to fit him for the better difcharge of his duty, 
and the purfuit of higher degrees of goodnefs 
and perfci^ion. 

What then ? — Is there no method of 
cfcaping the danger of poverty and riches, 
and avoiding the fins to which each condition 
feverally leads ?-— Muft the poor have recourfe 
to illicit and criminal meafures for fupport ; 
and muft the rich be proud and arrogant, 
profane and irreligious ? — No ; this inference 
cannot be allowed ; for notwithftanding what 
has been faid, each ftate may be improved to 
the beft purpofes, and made conducive to the 
higheft advantages. — The very fame objedls* 
by which we are tempted to pride, fenfuality, 

and 
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14 On theJUperior Excelkncy 

aiid a forgetfulnefs of God ; by different ex-«^ 
ercifes and difpofitions of mind, may be tht 
occafions of goodnefs, and the means of trtid 
happinefs. And thofe unhappy circumftance^ 
of life, by which we are tempted to the vio- 
lation of juftice, may be converted into real 
bleffings, and be more thari compenfated by 
the good refulting from them ; they may pro-» 
duce a plentiful harvefl of genuine virtue^ 
and prove an opportunity of our growing in 
felf-dominion, patience, and holinefs, and 
* make us perfe6t and intire, wanting nothing/ 
James i. 4. Many there are, who defpife 
the allurements of riches ; and many who riie 
fuperior to the difficulties of want. Many„ 
furrounded with worldly eafe and plenty, are 
humble and devout; or, preffed with the 
galling yoke of poverty, induftrious and 
honeft.— Many efteem their treafures^ as the 
inftrunients of charity and beneficence, of* 
promoting the intcreft of religion, and of 
doing thofe * good works, which are pro-^ 
fitable to men :' Tit. iii. 8. and many, under 
the clouds of adverfity, fhine out eminent 
examples of ftedfaft integrity and refignation 
to the will of God. 
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It becomes us therefore to watch over our 
fentiments and condu<ft ; and (as our gracious 
heavenly Father hath difpenfed to us a variety 
of gifts, and appointed different ftates and 
circumftances in the world, for the benefit 
of fociety, and in order to the exercife of 
different virtues) to confider the peculiar duties 
of that condition, in which Providence hath 
placed us, and to fulfil the law of our creation, 
in making a proper improvement of our 
powers and capacities ; to fortify our mind^ 
with fuch a feafonable provifion of wifdom 
and piety, as may enable us to maintain an 
uniform tenour of fpirit in all events which 
may befall us, and to defend ourfelves againfl 
the malicious efforts and fubtle devices of the 
enemies of out falvation : to keep a carefut 
guard over our fenfes, appetites, and pafBons,^ 
and deny the love of eafe and averfion to 
labour, and every inclination, which may 
hinder our progrefs in the attainment of virtue 
and happinefs. So fhall we a6t a rational 
confiflent part, and verify our profeflion of 
Chriflianity by our pradice of it ; we fhal! 
preferve our integrity and peace of mind* 
«midil the mofl dangerous temptations, and-' 

haVc^ 
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have the aflured hopes of, future felicity in 
the enjoyment of the Divine Favour. 

Let thofe, who labour under Indigent cir- 
cutnftances, cherifli a fpirit of humility; and 
inllead of murmuring and repining againft 
God, bear their lot with patience and con- 
tentment. Let them recoiled:, that riches, 
though not in themfelves ' criminal, are at- 
tended with a variety of danger : that they 
have corrupted the hearts of many, who have 
been thought happy in th^ enjoyment of 
tfiem : and that perhaps they might have the 
fame efFeft upon them, and caufe them to 
languifh and be miferable, even in the midil 
of abundance. For who can be certain of 
preferving that mecknefs and lowlinefs in a 
ftate of riches, which the fchool of poverty 
hath taught him ? Who can aflure himfelf, 
that a high exaltation of fortune would not 
overcome the prefent moderation of his tem- 
per, and betray him into an unbecoming 
triumph of heart, and an undutiful behaviour 
towards God ? What fecurity hath any one, 
that upon being furrounded with undiilurbed 
enjoyments, and folicited on all fides by the 
enticements of luxury and excefs, he (hould 

not 
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not be overpowered through the prevalence 
of temptations, and fall a prey to thofe fnares 
of pkafure, to which thoufands and ten 
thoufands have fell before him? — That 
ftrength and fortitude of mind, which may 
bear the hardfliips of neceflity, might languifh 
away with the fulnefs of plenty ; and the eafe 
and indulence of profperity might cherifh and 
give life to thofe feeds of vice, which maybe' 
fupprefTed and deadened by the fevere feaibn 
of adverfity. 

And as perfons, under the perplexities and 
embarrafTments of poverty, are expofed to 
the peculiar temptation of fraud and indired: 
arts for fubfiftence, let them be always jealous 
over themfelves with a godly jealoufy ; always 
upon their guard againft the firfl: beginnings 
of declenfion from the paths of virtue, the 
leaft introduftory a6ts of injuftiee into which 
the heart is apt to be betrayed, under the 
fooUfli pretence of their being but fmall fins, 
and of no great importance. For ^fuch, if 
indulged, may infenfibly lead them on to 
greater excefles, and carry them at length 
into the moft enormous and capital offences ♦ 
JLet them arm themfelves with courage to 
C encpuntep 
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encounter the bufiettings of adverfe fortuae, 
and refift the moft vehement folicitation to 
wickednefs ; willing rather to continue under 
the pr^flure of affliction, than to relieve them- 
felres by unwarrantable means: rather to 
fufier any thing, to endure any pain, difgrace 
and mifery, than violate their confcience, axid 
do that which is evil : expreffing themfelves 
in the fame refolved manner, as Job did, 
when funk into the loweft condition of hu- 
manity; * While I live, will I not remove 
mine integrity from me :' Job xxvii. v. and 
according to the advice of St. Peter, * com- 
mitting the keeping of their fouls to God 
in well-doing, ais unto a faithful Creator/' 
I Ep. iv, 19, — Thus, though the body may 
fuffer, die mind will be preferved from the 
perplexities and ftings of guilt : though the 
external ftate of things may be bitter and 
grievous to be borne, yet all things will be 
right in their own breafts. The confciouf- 
ncfs of innocence and integrity will fupport 
them under the deepeft diftrefs, the moft 
difmal conjuncture of afflidlive circumftances; 
and be a fpring of tranquillity and joy^ utterly 
independent of the world, and far excelling 

aU 
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all the pleafures of voluptuoufners^ ambition^ 
or avarice. 

And let thofe, who have riches, poflefs 
them with fobriety, moderation^ and tem- 
perance; not fetting their afFedions upon 
jhem, nor making them the objeds of their 
truft and confidence ; but fupprefling all fond 
thoughts of their own fufficiency, and re- 
membring that they neceflarily depend upon 
the proted:ion of Providence, as much as the 
moft miferable creature upon earth. Let 
them not trifle away the fuperfluities of theit 
wealth in pomp and oftentation, and abuift 
them to the purpofes of luxury ; but qon- 
lider that they are committed to them a$ 
ftewards for the trial of their fidelity, and be 
rich in good works as well as in pofleffions^ 
I^et them refleft upon the temptations and 
difficulties, to which the poor are expofed, 
and be excited to commiferate their cafe, and 
communicate relief and comfort to them; 
that they may lighten their burden, and refcue 
them from that extremity which is apt to 
precipitate them into the moft defperate at- 
tempts ; — and more efpecially in this fevere 
fcafon, vv^hen the wants of old and young \ 
C 2 the 
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the miferies of thofc who are juft going out 
of life, and of thofe who are juft entered 
into it; the diftrefles of the labourer and 
artificer, of the widow and the orphan, of the 
infirm and the difeafed, call loudly upon us 
for afliftance, and cannot be fatisfied by footh- 
ing words and wiflies without folid ads of 
beneficence. 

Should ye enter into the miferable abodes, 
the difmal habitations, where poverty has 
taken pofleffion, like an armed man, and 
holds an abfolute dominion ; and behold the 
helplefs children, cold, and deftitute of cloth- 
ing ; hungry and crying for bread, with their 
hearts fainting within them ; on one fide the 
afilidled mother, nurfing a tender infant, 
which ftrives in vain to draw nouriihment 
from the empty breaft -, and on the other, the 
honeftfympathizing father, lamenting over his 
family, which the inclemency of the weather 
has deprived of the benefits of his labour.— 
Should ye be introduced to fuch a pitiable 
fight, what would be the working of your 
hearts ? Should ye not melt at the calamities 
of your fellow-creatures ; and bear a part in 
^le fighs and complaints of the afflifted ? 

Would 
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Would not the tear of commiferation fall 
from the eye, and the hand be ftretQhed out 
for their relief? Should ye not experience, 
that in relieving them, ye fliould alfo relieve 
yourfelves, and that in reality * it is more 
blefled to give, than to receive ?' Afts xx. 35. 
-F— But the miferies of the poor have been 
already felt, and in a great meafure relieved ; 
the fenfe of them hath affedled deeply the 
minds of the good and pious, and hath opened 
the hearts and the hands of the merciful. 
The fpring of charity, which before flow^ed 
among us with no little current, hath feafon-r 
ably enlarged itfelf, and is become like the 
Pfalmift's river of God, diffufmg its ftreams 
throughout the land, and carrying plenty and 
gladnefs along with it. And your late gene- 
rous and chearful contribution, to provide the 
neceflaries of life for the diftrefled inhabitants 
of the parifli *, fully manifefts that benevo- 
lence, which is the refuge of the miferable, 
and the fupport of the difconfolate ; and evi- 
dences your latisfadion and delight in the 
cxercife of the kind and focial affedions. 

* This Sermon was preached in a feverc winter, when 
great coUeftions were made for the poor in every pariih, 

C 3 There 
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There is indeed fuch an inward fatisfa£Hon> 
fuch a real and fubftantial pleafure, in doing 
good and imparting comfort to the needy, as 
is not to be defcribed. What a joy is it, to 
be the inftruments of comforting the father- 
lefs and the widows in their affliftion ; of 
miniftring clothing to the naked, and bread to 
hungry j or communicating any other fupply 
to thofe who are in need ! Such genuine fruits 
of love are a lafting fpring of pleafure ; to be 
enjoyed through every ftate of our exiftence : 
while the gratifications of fenfe perifh with 
the ufing, and yield no comfortable refledlion ; 
thefe will bear a review, with the higheft 
felf-approbation, and pour balm into the 
breaft in the time of pain and calamity. To 
thefe Job recurr'd under the moft fevere trials, 
and with the remembrance of them fpoke 
comfort to his mind. * I delivered the poor 
tliat cried, fays he, and the fatherlefs, and 
him that had none to help him. The bkffing 
of him that was ready to perifti came upon 
me, and I caufed the widow's heart to fing 
for joy.* Jobxxix. i3« 

Go on therefore, my brethren, and be not 
weary in well-doing : improve the talents 

with 
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with which Providence hath intrufted you, 
diligently and faithfully'; and increafe your 
liberality, in proportion as the neceflities of 
mankind may increafe : fo fhall ye receive in 
this prefent world an hundred-fold recom- 
pence in the approbation of your own con- 
fciences, and in the world to come an ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory* 
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SERMON II, 



on SPIRITUAL PRIDIB^ 



LtJKE xviiL — former Part of 14th Verfc. 

/ teJI you^ fhis man went down to his hoiift 
jujiified, rather than the other. 

npHE Pharifees were a very numerous and 
powerful fefl: among the Jews, who, by 
an exad: performance of the ceremonial in- 
junctions of the Law, had gained the higheft 
reputation for fandtity 3 and flattering them- 
felves that they were more righteous than 
their neighbours, affumed a haughtinefs of 
carriage towards other men, but more par- 
ticularly towards the Publicans, whom, on 
all occafions, they treated with the utmofl 
contempt and detcftation. 

But 
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But our blefled Saviour who knew what 
was in man, and immediately difcemed that 
under their fpecious and fupcrficial religion 
lurked the worft of paffions, far from offering 
the leaft gratification to their vanity, boldly 
reproved their oftentatious difplay of fuperior 
piety, and neglected no opportunity to draw 
afide the v^l of their hypocrify, and to fet 
forth their vices to the infpeftion df them- 
felves and others. 

This was the defign of the Parable before 
us ; — ^nothing could be more ftrongly pointed 
againft the fpiritual pride of that fed; proving 
that notwithftanding all their affeftation of 
godli|iefs, and the particular ftriftnefs of their 
outwaird deportment, it was very poffible for 
them t\ be greatly furpaffed by thofe very 
perfons, who were the principal ol>jedls of 
their fcorn aiKl condemnation; and imme- 
diately direfting our obfervation to that genuine 
humility of heart, and lowlincfs of mind, 
which are the fpring of true repentance, and 
the beft recOnmiendation to the divine favour. 

A Ph^rifee and a Publican are exhibited 
together engaged in the f^me adt of religious 

worfhip. 
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woriliip, and delineating each his own diftinft 
charafter, by the different degrees of felf- 
importance they exprefs, in an ejaculation to 
God. The former of them flood by himfelf 
in the midft of the temple, where his anions 
could not be unregarded, and at a diftance 
from the Publican, as if he was afraid of 
being polluted by. touching him, or coming 
near him ; and with an arrogant and pre- 
fumptuous air, confiftent with the high opi- 
nion he had of his fuperior merit, he thus 
addrefles himfelf to the Almighty 5 — * God, 
I thank thee that I am not as other men are. 
Extortioners, Unjuft, Adulterers, or even as 
this Publican. I faft twice a week, I pay 
tythes of all that I poffefs/ — Inftead of ex- 
prefling any fenfe of his unworthinefsj he 
makes a vain -glorious boaft of his excellencies ; 
— inftead of imploring the divine mercy for 
his paji conduft, and the divine ajjtjiance for 
^zfuturcj he infults heaven with the pre- 
tended merit of his fervices ; — inftead of ex- 
amining his heart, and confidering his own 
failings, he points in derilion at the poor 
Publican, and takes occafion from the pre- 
fence of one, whom he looks upon io much 
his inferior, to draw a comparative furvey, fo 

eminently 
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enlinently to the advantage of his own fup- 
pofcd excellencies. 

Look again into the Temple, and fee the 
different behaviour of the Publican ^ — upon 
his entrance into the houfe of God, being 
ftruck with awful reverence before the Su- 
preme Majefty of Heaven and Earth, and full 
of rcmorfe and confufion at the thought of 
his ovra vilenefs> he feems to feel every ftep 
he advances an aft of high prefumption> and 
therefore fixes his ftation as it were juft within 
the gates of the building. Abjeft, defpicable 
in his own fight, awake only^ to a full fenfe 
of his nothingnefs, and the immenfity of the 
attributes of his Deity, he pleads no merit;, 
claims no confideration, offers no defence, no 
extenuation of his guilt, and is folicitous but 
to throw himfelf on the mercy of that Power 
which is alone able to redeem and to fave. 
His external appearance reprefents his internal 
fufferings ; — grief and anguifti are imprefled 
upon his countenance ; the violence of con- 
tending paffions heave his bofom, and forrow 
and devotion abforb his foul ^ fuch is his hu- 
mility and dejedtion, he dares not even lift up 
his eyes unto heaven ^ fuch is the tumult of 

his 
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his feelings, he can find no utterance but by 
lighs and groans and tears. Nature feems 
unable any longer to fuftain fo fevere a con- 
flidt j in the agonies of his accumulated pangs 
he fmites his diftrafted breaft, and at length 
obtains relief by this fervent ejaculation, 
* God be merciful to me a finner/ 

The words are very few, but very figni- 
ficant ; and fhew there is no need of much 
(peaking to the fearcher of hearts, with whom 
the acceptance of our fervice depends, not 
on the multiplicity of petitions^ but on the 
Jincerity of the affeSlions. The moft pleafing 
offerings to him are, a thorough abafement 
of the inward man, and ardent undiffembled 
afpirations after pardon and grace ; which 
naturally burft forth, from the full moment, 
in expreffions laconic as ftrong, and are in- 
compatible with long prayer, and noify itera- 
tion. And it is therefore that our Saviour, 
on his conclufion of the parable, delivers the 
following fentence in favour of the Publican j 
* I tell you, this man went down to his houfe 
juftified, rather than the other/ 

One 
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One gr^nd and dangerous miflake in th« 
addrefs of the Pharifee, is, that he draws an 
immediate conclufion fo eminently to the ad- 
vantage of himfelf, from the fuppofition only 
of the infirmities and defeats of his neigh-* 
hours, and by a comparative view of his own 
adions with thofe of the Publican, is pufFe4 
up into a high conceit of his excellencies.— 
/ am not as ether men; — I am not as this 
publican. — It is indeed a very natural and 
common kind of pride, when men are making 
an eftimate of their condudt, to aggrandizQ 
every trifling degree of faith or virtue that 
they can afcribe to themfelves, by a more 
palpable lukewarmnefs and negligence in 
others; — they fearch abroad, while they 
Ihould fcrutinize within; and inftead of 
proving their piety and morality by the pure 
precepts and divine example which the Gofpel 
difplays, they think that to be better than 
others, is to be good enough, and imagine 
they have reafon to exult and to triumph, 
where in reality, Ihame ought to cover their 
face^ 

To judge of our own righteoufnefs by the 
proportion it bears with that of our fellow- 
creatures. 
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creatures, is a very treacherous and delufive 
method of knowing ourfelves ; fince we can* 
not poffibly difcover the exadt degrees of 
good and evil that inhabit the deep receflcs 
of their hearts. In our ufual intercourfe with 
men we fee only the fui-facc of their characters, 
and are total ftraagers to their temper and 
behaviour when they are retired from our 
obfervation. With fuch a fuperficial per- 
ception then, how can I form a comparative 
view of my own ftate and difpofition with 
thofe of another ? How can I know that the 
ftreams of my benevolence extend themfelves 
as wide, and flow as unpolluted ; or that the 
a(2s of my private devotion arc as frequent 
and as fpiritual ? Appearances are too often 
deceitful; and we fhould therefore be ex- 
tremely cautious not to give our verdifl: upon 
fuch light and infufficient evidence. Poflibly 
under the (hew of fcrioufnefs, and even 
faniStity, bad paflions and impure aflfedtions 
may lie concealed ; and on the other hand, 
where there is nothing in the outward car- 
riage to engage our admiration, patience, felf- 
denial, and many admirable virtues may 
abound. Unfeigned goodnefs loves to dwell 
in the inner man, and pofTeiTes the fame in- 
2 trinfic 
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trinlic Worth, when accompanied with plain- 
ntk and fimplicity, as when it attradls us by 
the brilliailcy of fentiment, and the glow of 
feeling. 

But fuppofing that We are indeed much 
better than our neighbours, what will this 
circumftance avail us ? Will it juftify our 
faults ? Will it be a fufficient plea for our 
mifcondudt, to allege that others have done 
worfe ? Can their obftinacy afFedt our duty ? 
Can their danger be our fecurity ? Can their 
difregard of all obligation to righteoufnefs, 
grant us immunity ? — The wickednefs of the 
reft of the world can never deftroy the re- 
lation between the Creator and his creatures, 
or lefTen the adoration and obedience due 
ixnto him. 

The only true ftandard therefore, with 
which we can compare our difpofitions and 
works, is the law of fobriety, righteoufnefs, 
and godlinefs, engraven on the heart by the 
£nger of God, and explained and confirmed 
by the revelation of the Gofpel ; and to m^a- 
fure our aftions, and govern, our lives by this 
• . rule. 
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rule, is the only folid foundation of hope and 
confidence towards God. 

Another dangerous miftake in the Pharifee's 
addrefs is his falfe notion of the nature of 
true religion. ' I fail twice a week/ fays he ; 
* I give tythes of all that I poflefs.' He is 
blamed, not for fajling^ nor for paying tythes 
— thefe things are not to be left undone : but 
for the merit which he places in thefe afts ; — 
had he made his fafting a fubfervient rite, 
and conducive to his improvement in virtue, 
he had done well 5 but he feems to think 
that religion principally confifts in the cere- 
monial parts of it ; and that a fcrupulous 
nicety in the obfervance of thefe will diffolve 
the more uneafy obligations, and fet him free 
from the weightier matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Faith, Mercy, and the Love of God. 

And there have been multitudes of Chrif- 
tians in all ages, who have gone on in the 
(ame track, and fallen into the fame error ; 
who have been exceedingly concerned about 
the fpeculative notions, and the external parts 
of religion, while they have negle(Sed thofe 
things, which are indeed the life and fubflance 
D of 
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0f it : trtifting to a fotm bf gbdlinc^, whlfe 
they deny the power of it ;; and naming tlie 
name of Chrift, without departing from 
irtiquity. 

If we duly confi4er the ftate of human 
natirre, we flMiU be able td give to accbuilt> 
whence all this evil arifes. To men ^ bid 
hearts, and bad habits^ nothing ifS fe difficult 
as the pfaftice of true virtufe : and yel^ at 
they deiire to keep vtp a reputation ill the 
world, and would fain flatter theinielTes, tliatr 
it iball be well with thenn hereafter, \ht^ 
.employ all their fkill to reconcile the naqrie 
of religion with •die pradlice of fin 5 and fub^* 
ftitote fcme weak and deceitful ©bfervances^ 
(which are readily performed) in the room of 
genuine repentance and amendment of life. 

It was eafier for the Pharifee to tythe mine 
and cummin, and to be &n&, m outv^ard 
waflungs and purifications, than to root up 
the long-indulged pafiions of pride and cen<- 
Ibrieu&iefs, and to clean& him&lf fr€to ^11 
^Ithinefs both of flefh and fpkit. It is eafier 
for the Papift to number together hiis p^ay^ra. 
aods his beads, and receive ab£blation front 
I the 
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the kand of a l^rieft, than truly to forfake 
his iniquities, and obtain forgivenefs at the 
throne of God. It is eafier for the cnthufiaft 
to put on a fervent zeal for Chriftianity, to 
raife tranfports of mechanical devotion, and 
boaft jof fupernatural feelings and aflurances, 
than it is to fubdue the lufts of covetoufnefs, 
malice, and revenge, and to put on meeknefs 
and fimplicity, juftice and charity j which 
are ib much the more fincere, and of greater 
value in the fight of God, as they are feated 
in the heart, and lefs expofed to the eye of 
the world. But believe it, the love of God 
und of our neighbour is the life and eflence 
of. all true religion ; and all pdfitive precepts 
and external forms arc fubordinate to thefe ; 
and are only valuable, as they increafe our 
love and devotion towards God ; as they en- 
large our charity and good- will towards men i 
and as they promote purity and temperance 
in ourfelves. - ^ 

But laftly, what our Saviour principalty 
condemns, and to beat down which, is the 
immediate defign and fcope of the Parable, 
is the pride and arrogance^ with which thfc 
Pharifce accofts the Deity, — He foems eft- 
D 2 tireljF 
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tirely to have forgotten that he was afubje(5l«d 
being, a neceflitous and finful mortal 5 and 
that he was addrefling his Aknighty Creator, 
who alone could fupply his wants, and forgive 
his tranfgreffions- Does he take to himfelf 
any (hame and confufion of face, for having 
offended the greateft and the beft of Beings ? 
Are there any expreflions of forrow and fub- 
miflion^ any applications to the throne of 
Grace for pardon and mercy ? No ; he has 
fuch an opinion of his own righteoufnefs, and 
is fo lifted up with his own good qualities, 
that he cannot fee any need of forgivenefs ; 
and therefore his facrifice was lefs acceptable 
to God, than that of his neighbour, whom 
he fo undervalued. 

Pride was not made for man ; for fuch a 
mean dependent creature ; and the pride of 
virtue is in a more efpecial manner unbecoming 
his weak and imperfedt nature. For will not 
the beft among us, upon fearching his pwn 
heart, find his obedience full of infirmity and 
defedion ? Will he not, upon a review of the 
moft innocent day, have occafion to lament 
over the blemifhes with which it is defaced, 
and to l^t out his offences with his tears ? 

WiU 
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Will he not have abundant reafon to cry out, 
O Lord, I have left undone thofe things 
which I ought to have done, and I have done 
thofe things which I ought not to have done,' 
and there is no health in me ? - 

After fo many crimes, amidft fo many 
errors, in fpite of fo many frailties, who — who 
dares lift up his head? — Who amongft us, 
upon a ferious review of his pafl life, will 
not find his iniquities more than he is able to 
bear ? Who will not be ready to hide himfelf 
in the duft, to fmite his breaft with penitent 
remorfe, and exclaim with the carneft petition 
of the Publican, ' God be merciful to me a 
finner/ 

It Is by thus confefling our fins and for- 
faking them, and not by covering them and 
boafting of our merit, that we muft profper 
before God. Pride and haughtinefs of fpirit, 
which render us infenfible to our own de- 
pravity, (huts up all the avenues of the foul, 
that wifilom cannot enter : but heavenly-bora 
humility as it were ploughs up the mind for. 
the reception of the good feed ; and renders 
it fufceptible of the force of moral impref% 
D 3 fions i 
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0ons ; it gives ftrength and beauty to every 
other virtue, and renders our prayers and our 
praifes acceptable to our Almighty Parent. 
^ God relifteth the proud/ fays St. James^^ 
^ but giveth grace unto the humble ;' and our 
Saviour concludes the parable with this? 
weighty moral j — * whoJbevcr exalte th him- 
felf (hall be abafed ; and he that humbktlj 
himfelf fhall he exalted.' 

There may be, however, miftaken notionf 
concerning thu, as well as other chriftian 
duties. It does not confifl: in any fuch ienti- 
ments as degrade human nature into a lower 
fpecies ; it docs not require the fincere Chrif- 
tian to entertain the meaneji and vilejl opinioa. 
of his own heart, which he can poflibly form \ 
and to /peak and think of himfelf, in the fame 
laaanner and fenfe as wicked, men ought to do ; 
for thp' it be inexcufable prefumption to fay 
Vith Job, ^ I am clean without tranfgreffion,' 
or to infift upon the intrinjic merit of our 
afdlions, yet wc may cheriQi a pleajing con.* 
ftdence in having Jludied to obey God. Tho^ ' 
jpur feilings and defeds are innumerable^ and 
9t beft we are but unprofitable fervants, yet 
^f we have endeavoured from the heart to 
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cpmpfy with the terms of the Gof^el, we 
may refleft with comfort pn the Jincerity of 
thofe endeavours, without the imputation of 
vanity ; we may hope favourably concerning 
our intereft in God, without arrogance, and 
what is the peculiar joy of the Chriftian, we 
mayconfefs ourfelVes finners, without defpair. 

From whaj has been difcourfed, you may 
learn, not to cenfure your feHow-creatures 
where you are not fully qualified to judge ; 
nor to form an opinion of your own good- 
ness from the mere aiped: and character of 
odiers : but apply honefHy and impartially to 
the rules of the Gofpel, and take an eftimate 
of your ftate by thefe written and revealed 
truths, which are the fettled ftandards of 
good and eviL 

Take c^re alfo to exert your concern in 
religion, proportionably to the value of its 
ibveral dut4es; obferve ftridiy the pofitive 
parts of it, concerning which, our Saviour 
iky^ with^great exadnefs of expreflion, * they 
ought not to be left undone ,* yet do not, 
like the Pharifee, place your trujl in them : 
but let Xh^raijingy and the increajing in your 
D 4 hearts 
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hearts the amiable virtues of jufticc, fidelity, 
humanity, and the love of God, be the end 
of your faith, of all your enquiries after truth, 
and of your attendance upon the inflrumental 
rites of religion. 

And laftly, let us beware of entertaining 
the leaft degree of felf-conceit, and carefully 
avoid that fpirit of vanity and infoknccj which 
aggravates the guilt of evil adions, and debafes 
the value of good ones. Let us not think 
more highly of our fervice than we ought to 
think, but ftudy to preferve an humble opinion 
of our qualifications y and a lively fenfe of our 
defeds. Efpecially, when we prefume to 
addrefs the all-perfed: Being, let us come 
before him with a deep fenfibility of our un- 
worthinefs ; and humble ourfelves before the 
throne of grace, with the modejiy of creatures , 
and the contrition of Jinners ; cafting down 
every imagination that exalteth itfelf againft 
God, and earneftly befceching him not to 
weigh our merits ^ but to pardon our offences ; 
and to deal with us, not according to our 
deferts or our prayers^ but atcording to our 
wants and his own rich mercies in Chrift Jefus, 
in whom he is always well pleafed. 

S E R^ 
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Psalm cxix. 63, 

I am a companion of all them that fear thee\ 
and of them that keep thy precepts. 

nPHAT evil communications corrupt good 
manners, is not only a fcriptural phrafe» 
but fo common an adage as to be the obfer- 
vation of the moft illiterate of mankind. In 
every age and nation, thofe who had a real 
regard to their principles and condu(S were 
extremely tenacious of affociating with perfons 
of a licentious and depraved character and 
difpofition. David had experienced the power- 
ful contagion of evil company, therefore 
wifely refolved to avoid as much as poffible 
the cpnverfation of wicked men, who had at 

one 
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one time fo enfnared him and perverted his 
mind, that had not the Almighty awakened 
him from his ftupefa^lion in fenfual pleafure, 
by the mouth of his prophet, he muft have 
periflied for ever* Terrified and alarmed at 
the danger he had efeaped, he was particularly 
watchful to avoid evil company, and declared, 
he had rather be a door-keeper in the houfe 
pf the Lord-'^rather fubmit to the loweft 
office among the righteous, — than to dwell 
in the tents of the ungodly,— than to enjoy 
the greateft power apd high.eft prerogatives 
with thofe who were workers of iniq^uity. 

He thought it impoffible to ajfociate with 
$^8 diflblwtQ, ajid at the fame time keep die 
<&vme precepts ;. * Depart ivom nae,' fays he, 
'yc: ^il doers, for I will keep the coaimand- 
ments of my God ;' — but he efteeroed the 
fcciety of thofe who obeyed their M^er,_ as 
a pDefcrvative of all his gthjsr atlainiiients,r*r 
afi 2i great fecurity to his virtue, aad a fburc^ 
o£ improwment ancl fetiafadaoa. * All my 
4ilighi^' fay& he, * i&.upoa the. faintja that ara 
III the earth* and upon fuch as excel in virtuC'.' 
^ImJ ip the text, * I am a companion of aU 
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ihem that fear thee^ and of them that keep 
>hy precepts.' 

One ohvious advantage arJfing from th^ 
choice of fuch vcompanions, is, that it fets 
©ur own character jn a fejr light, for it will 
filways be thought that men like to aflbciate 
with thofe whofe dffpofitions are fimilar- to 
their own. Indeed friend/hip cannot long 
fubfift between oppofite tempers; in order 
to form it, a fimilarity of foul is neceflary. 
The virtuous and the vicious can never unite 
m friendjfbip, their fentiments and conduct 
are fo oppofite, as to render their company 
irkfonr^ to each other : what is pleafant and 
fiitisfadtory to the one, will be an objeft of 
pain and difguft to the other; fo that fami- 
liarity niuil grow cold, and each be inclined 
to feek bis entertainment in company more 
fuitable to his tafte. 

It will therefore be always and with reafon 
congluded, that he who loves wicked men, is 
wicked himfelf ; and confequently, we can 
by no other condudt avoid the appearance of 
cvili and preierVe the reputation of integrity^ 
thaa by feeking ^e fociety of the good, and 
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confining our converfation as much as poffiblfe 
to the virtuous. For if evil communication 
corrupts good manners, and by degrees begets 
a conformity to vicious principles and cuftoms; 
{6 good communication tends td purify the 
mind, and raife it to perfeSion. We infen- 
fibly adopt the fentiments of thofe whofe 
company we frequent, and acquire their habits 
of virtue ; feeling religion at the heart, even 
before we make any formal refolutions about 
it : for goodnefs may be faid in fome degree 
to communicate itfelf into the breaft, almoft 
imperceptibly. The good man indeed is en- 
gaged to impart to others, thofe principles of 
piety which govern his own conduft ; and he 
loves to difcourfe upon thofe fubjedls which 
may be to the ufe of edifying, and minifler 
grace to the hearers,. * The mind of the 
righteous,* fays the Pfalmifl, * will be exer- 
cifed in wifdom, and his mouth will be talking 
of judgment.' 

And when the objeds of religion are gra- 
dually opened to your view, and enforced 
with peculiar vigour and tendernefs, by thofe 
who have experienced the energy of them on 
their own hearts 5 the friendly intercourfe 

wiU 
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will produce the Tame happy temper, and you 
will be transformed into the lame image of 
holinefs. The pure flame which warms their 
breaft, will foon glow in yours; the fame 
ipirit and hopes will be transfufed, and be- 
come your own : your foul will be invigorated, 
your faculties enlarged, and your defires 
elevated. 

The reafon of this influence is evident : the 
good and pious man has no beloved vice to 
gild over by diflimulating arts, but really feels 
the power of thofe virtues he extols; his 
foul has a vital fenfe of them ; and his owA 
perfuafion of the truths he delivers, infpires 
fuch energetic terms as to make the heart and 
confcience of others feel (;hem likewife. On 
a mind free from prejudice, and defirous to be 
informed, the leflbns of wifdom will make a 
permanent impreflion. But befides their con-- 
verfation, their condudt contributes in a much 
higher degree towards the preferving and 
propagating of religion in the world, than 
mere doftrine and inftru(5tion, how excellent 
and perfedl foever. For the precepts of the 
wifeft men will not convince of themfelves ; 
they require fenfe and reafon to prove their 

excellence : 
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excellence : but examples carry convidtidii 
ialohg with theto ; they are fenfiile objefts, 
which fet the cafe plainly before our eyes, and 
are intelligible to every one j finte the mbli 
Ignorant can fee the good efFed of feeding 
the hungry, and cbthing the naked, though 
Incapable of arguing or debating on the pro- 
priety and utility of charitable actions. Whcii 
therefore we obferve the religious difcourfe of 
bur friends carried into all thfeir adtions, and 
cveiy feature and goddnefs which they draw 
in converfation, delineated more ttrongly in 
the purity and piety of their lives; virtufe 
IS rendered familiar to the eye, ahd becdmes 
as it were vifible ; fhe excites our adrairatidii, 
and animates the mind to afpire to thofe itn- 
provements, worthy of imitation, and fuited 
to promote our everlaftin^ happinfefs. 

Mankind are apt to place virtue and religidJi 
in a very difadvantageous light, as if their 
precepts were tdo fublime for human nature j 
they will fpeculate their beauties, and be 
charmed with them ; they will look on ihtth 
with rapture, allow them every prarfe and 
every high encomium, but think theni far 
Ibeyohd otir imitation, and impoffible to bie 
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priAifed by frail mortals. But when they 
adually fee tfcem realised in the life land adions 
of their fellow^creatures, men fubjc(ft to the 
fame rnfitmities as themfelves, if they hare 
any ingenuity, their doubts muft be removed, 
arid wdrthy refblutions excited: the example 
of ofeers going before them in the paths of 
dutyj muft immediately confute all fuch in- 
dolent fiafbterfugeSj and if they have any tbmg 
generous in their temper^ they wiB be charmed 
into emuktioti. 

Whfen we hear of any bright patterns of 
harcfy temperance, of humble and fervent 
devotion, of inflexible juftice, and laborious 
tharky, a:lthough they are handed down to 
fas hj tradition, or placed at a remote dijlance 
from our perfonal knowledgeand acquaintance, 
yet they attraft our efteem, and afife<3: the 
mind with pleafure ; but when the fame ex- 
fcelleneies are placed in a nearer point of view, 
tod dlfplayeil in the lives of tbofe with whom 
we are intimate ; the light ftrikes with greater 
Force, it penetrates and warms the foul, ^xA 
infpires a defire of invitation. 

iet 
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Let me afk you, what are the natural 
workings of your own heart upon fuch occa- 
fions ? — Can you fee the amiable beauties of 
religion reprefented in the ftrongeft and moft 
engaging light ;- — can you obferve the virtues 
of piety, juflice, mercy, and fidelity, ex- 
emplified in your peculiar friends ; — and net 
ardently wifli that you were poiTefled of the 
lame godlike virtue ? — Will not your efleem 
and love of fuch perfbns naturally direft'you 
to frame your condudt to their liking ? — Will 
you not ardently ftrive to follow them, in 
what appears to be fo praife- worthy, till you 
have gained a fimilarity of behaviour, and fa 
ftrengthen the friendship fubfifting between 
you ? It muji indeed have this happy influence 
upon the mind; it muJi fet all the aftive 
powers at work, and produce the like temper 
and behaviour* 

It will further recommend the converfation 
of good men to your choice, to confider, that 
it has ia natural tendency to fecure life, and 
enlarge the enjoyments of it; to fweeten and 
improve every blefling, and foften and alleviate 
every evil. Inftead of thofe angry and male- 
volent paffions, which trouble the wicked, 
4 rendering 
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rendering their own lives miferable, apd dif- 
turbing the quiet of others^ you will meet in 
the fociety of the good, with ^ fpirit pf 
candour, which will bear with your infirmi- 
ties, and make all the allowances in your 
favour which your circumftances require.— 
In fuch fociety, humility will never be mortir 
fied with the infolencies of the proud ; the 
peaceful difpofition will meet with no dif- 
turbances from rude impetuofity, or captious 
contention^ and finxplicity and gentlenefs need 
fear no aflault; — here pure fincerity rifes 
ipontaneoufly from the heart, and iffues from 
the lips; — here reciprocal confidence and 
mutual good- will fliut out cold fufpicion and 
bafe treachery. All is fympathy and benevo- 
lence, concord and harmony, delight and joy. 

Of all the bleflings which this life can 
beftow, a ^rue friend is one of the moft valu- 
able : * a faithful friend is a ftrong defence ; 
and he that hath found fuch an one, hath 
found- a treafure.' What greater fatisfadion 
can we experience, than that which arifes 
from our being connedted with one to 
whom we can fafely difclofe the moft fecret 
thoughts of our hearts ? Who will advife us 
E ' in 
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m profpeiity, and teach us to fhuii tlicfe rocitt 
of (fiffipation and f9tty on which thoufands 
have been fhipwrecked ; and will fbothe us in 
aH our diftreffes, for * a friencj loveth at afl 
times :'— he will blunt the keen edge of ad- 
verfity, by fyilipathizing in all our griefs and 
all our cares : — he may truly be ftiled * the 
medicine of life/ for he gently pours the 
balm of pity and conlblation into the wounded 
breaft, and calms it into patience and refignar- 
tion. Nothing doth countervail a faithful 
friend, his excellency is invaluable. In this 
fweet communion, all that fna^ivity which 
corrodes the mind, abforbed in the cares and 
fatigues of life, will be polifhed off; every 
impure idea, every finful imagination, will 
be fobdued, and we fhall experience tlie moft 
pleafing remiffion from our worldly disquie- 
tudes, and at the fame time, obtain a great 
advancement toward forming our condu<fl to 
the higher purfuits of our nature. 

Nor is it unreafonable to fuppofe, that the 
prefent union of minds between worthy per^*. 
fons, will be continued and perfeded in 
heaven. There is nothing inconfiflent in the 
idea, that thofe connections which have been 
'^ founded 
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founded in innocence and virtue in t&is life, 
may be renewed in the next, and perpetuated to 
all eternity. With what fatisfadion muft we 
look upon our friends, whik we confider 
them as joint-heirs with us bf the inheritance 
iabove ; as entering with us into the manfion? 
of heaven, and fharing with us in the glories 
of immortality ? What joy will it be, after 
having paffed through the gate of the grave, 
to be reunited to our deareft connedtions ? O 
how wonderfully great muft be the tranfport 
of a pious parent to behold his dear children, 
for whom his heart has fo often throbb'd with 
unfpeakable anxiety, fafe from the tempta- 
tions of that world, of which he had fo 
often warned them to beware ! How will the 
faithful hufband and wife rejoice to meet 
again ? With what fatisfadtion will every juft 
perfon made perfetl welcome their virtuous 
friends and relatives to thofe blefled abodes. 
And how delightful the thought ! — they meet, 
never to be feparated — they know they fliall 
never part more : — their afFedions and their 
happinefs (hall never fuffer any change or 
diminution- What refined, what exalted, 
what divine pleafurc muft fuc^ friends enjoy ! 
E2 Th« 
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The very thought will communicate new 
pleafure to all our prefent friendships. To 
view and refleft upon friends as inheritors 
with us of the fame blefled immortality ; as 
perfons with whom we fhall unite in the re- 
gions of heavenly blifs, and live for ever, 
muft cheer our minds in all our intercourfe 
with them, and caufe us to look upon them 
with the higheft fatisfadtion and delight. It 
muft give abundant encouragement alfo to 
cultivate intimacies with thofe who are well- 
difpofed ; for the addition of a good friend 
here, will be the addition of one, who will 
fhare with us in the joys of heaven,^ who will 
enter with us into the city of the living God, 
and be our everlafting companion in infinite 
glory and happinefs. 

If then your faith and integrity depend fo 
much on the connedlions you make ; if the 
fociety of the virtuous be fo neccfTary to your 
improvement in piety and goodnefs ; if it be 
conducive to your prefent comfort and future 
happinefs ; be careful in the choice of your 
intimates ; and avoid as much as poflible all 
intercourfe and connedion with any, but fuch 

as 
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as may conduce .to thefe great ends ! Expe- 
rience had taught David, that this care was 
the great prefervative of all his other attain- 
ments : and if you have religion at heart, and 
are folicitous to grow in grace, you will re- 
folve, after his example, to fingle out them 
that fear the Lord, in preference to all others, 
for your acquaintance and companions. The 
fellowfliip of them who are truly the excel- 
lent of the earth, will be your delight ; and 
thofe the deareft bands of friendfhip, which 
improve you in goodnefs, and unite your fouls 
in ties of more ardent love to your heavenly 
Father. 

But let it not fatisfy you, that you are 
excited to an imitation and refemblance of 
others, and that yon follow the fteps of thofe 
who walk in the paths of the divine com- 
mandments ; but ftudy to go beyond them in 
the innocence and purity of your behaviour, 
that you may help forward the general good, 
and lead others on according to your influence 
and ability, to virtue and fobriety, by a con- 
ftant face of religion, probity, and truth. 

E 3 Efpecially 
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Efpccially watch over thofe tender branches 
of your family whom the God of nature has 
committed to your care, inftill into their 
little hearts the principles of wifdom and 
piety, at the frjl dawn of reafon ; defend 
them from all acquaintance and connexions 
with thofe, in whom corrupt fentiments and 
degenerate habits prevail, and train them up 
to the efteem and intimacy of the good, now 
in their early years ; that feafon of age when 
the mind is more ready to cultivate friendfhips, 
and form thofe afFedtions on which the hap- 
pinefs of their lives may depend, either as 
patterns of virtue, fidelity, and piety, ot as 
their feducers, to lead them into diftionour,. 
intemperance, and fenfuality. 

Thus you will provide in the fureft man- 
ner for your children's honour and happinefs 
tthrough €very poflible period of their ex- 
iftence ;— thus you will promote the love and 
pradtice of that univcrfal and exalted good- 
ncfs, which chriftianity recommends, and 
render its doftrines lovely and defireable in 
the eyes of all men ; — thus you will fave both 
your own fouls, and the fouls of many others, 

by 
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by letting your light fo fhinc before them, 
that they may fee your good works, and, 
from admiring, be led to imitate your piety 
and fidelity ; that fo they may be brought to 
the obedience of the Gofpel of Chrift Jefus 
our Lord, to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoft, be all honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 



ON FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 



Heb. xi. 17. 



By faith Abraham^ 'when he was tried, offered 
up Ifaac. 

T N order to recommend the true principles 
* of the Chriftian religion to the Hebrews, 
and encourage them to conftancy in the pro- 
feflion of it ; — to defcribe the nature of divine 
faith, and its mighty power and efficacy 5 the 
Apoftle in this chapter introduces feveral 
examples of thofe who by a ftedfaft belief of 
God, and his promifes, had performed many 
Wondrous adts of obedience. By faith they 
bore up againft the malice of the world, fub- 
diied kingdoms, and wrought righteoufnefs, 
notvsrithftanding- the greateft difficulties, and 

higheft 
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higheft difcouragements. Many inftances arc 
fet before us of thofe noble flights of faith ; 
but that which is here more particularly re- 
commended to our confideration is the ex- 
ample of Abraham. 

He had been called upon by God to facri- 
fice his fon Ifaac ; and the words, in which 
he is commanded to give this proof of his 
obedience are diftind: and exprefs : — * Take 
now thy fon, thine, only ion Ifaac, whom 
thou loveft; and get thee into the land of 
Morkh, and offer him there for a burnt* 
offering, upon one of the mountains which 
I will tell thee of/ 

But what were the perplexities and ilrugglcs 
in the mind of this good man, upon receiving 
fuch a command ? What were the dictates of 
nature in this cafe, confidered in iu^r/i and 
more direfl view ? — Might he not have been 
tempted to argue. Is not religion a kinder 
friend to humanity than to allow fuch a harfli 
command ? — Can God— themerciful and good 
God, who willeth not the death of a iinner, 
take pleafure in the death of thofe who fcrve 
»nd adore him? Can i;iothing but the blood 
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of an human creature fatisfy him, and that 
human creature a poor innocent child ? — And 
how can I be able, cool and unprovoked, to 
take away the life of a rational being ? — Can 
ftich an a(3: be confiftent with morality, and 
vay duty to mankind ? 

And yet how much greater muft thofe dif- 
ficulties be, which arofe from fatherly tcnder- 
ncfs and affed:ion, when he recoUedled that 
he was commanded to kill his own fm ? — 
Might he not have urged, — To lay afide hu- 
manity (o far as to deftroy any one of the 
meaneft of my fpecies, would fill my foul 
with horror ; but muft I go Ailljurther, and 
imbrue my hands in the blood of my own 
child ?— Muft I forget that I an^ a jwent^ 
and tak« away the life which I gave ?— Can 
the oMigatim which a father is under to proteS 
his children be ever cancelled ? — Does not 
mture teach us to be kind and tender towards 
our own offspring ? And are not the laws of 
nature engraven upon our minds by the finger 
of God himfeif ? — Befides could / get over 
my own immediate Jofs,— what is to beciMii^ 
of Sarah the mother,, whofe life is bound up 
in that <>f ijer ion ? What can I iay to her^ 

after 
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after I have flain her child — her only child ? 
Muft I go with hands imbrued in the blood 
of the fon, to tell the cruel talc to his mother, 
the wife of my bofom ? 

But further, how muft the difficulty of his 
obedience increafe, when the beloved Ifaac is 
eonfidered as the very fon^ of whom it was 
faid, that in Ifaac ftiall thy feed be called ; as 
the perfon in whom all thofe divine promifes 
he fo faithfully believed were in future ages 
to be accomplifhed ? For God had promifed 
to make him the father of a numerous ofF- 
fpring; and that in him all nations of the 
earth (hould be blefled. Such particular cir- 
cumftances and feeming contradidions, might 
naturally have fuggefted to Abraham fuch 
' thoughts as thefe : — Is there not a manifeft 
inconfiftency between the former revelation 
and the prefent ? How is it poffible to recon- 
cile thefe two dirc<5t contradictions, * I will 
eftablifti my covenant with him, and with his 
feed after him /—an exprefs abfolute promife^ 
— and, ' take now thy fon, thine only fon, 
and offer him for a burnt facrifice,' — as exprefs 
and abfolute a command. How can the cove^ 
nant be fuljilkd^ if the command is executed ? 

Ifaac 
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Ifaac has no child;— is it poffible he can be- 
come a Father J after he has been made a 
facrijice f Will not his death inevitably fruf- 
trate the completion of all my hopes ? If I 
am to give credit to God's promife, how can 
I give credit to this command? And if I 
execute this command, how can the promife be 
fulfilled? 

Notwithftanding thefe perplexing difficul- 
ties, does he ftagger at the mandate ? Does 
he queftion its authority, or murmur at its 
feverity ? — No. — He prepares for the imme-- 
diate txtcntion ofit-, — even ' againfi hope, as 
the apoftle elegantly exprefles it, againft all 
natural and reafonable grounds of hope ; * he 
believed in hope/ He rifes up early in the 
morning ; he breaks through the reftraints of 
natural afFe<Sion; and, unfliaken by thefeeming 
contradidion of the two revelations, begins 
his journey to Moriah* It is not eafy to con- 
ceive the multitude of uneafy thoughts, and 
diftradting reflexions, which muft have filled 
his mind upon this fevere occafion. Imagine 
to yourfelvcs the terrible conflid: with which 
he muft have been agitated in his journey for 
three days : — the importunity of natural affec- 
tion. 
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tion, and the authority of a particular com- 
mand : — ^his love to his cbild^ and his duty to 
his God. How did his bowels melt as often 
as he call his eyes upon him ? And how did 
his heart grow cold within him> while he 
talked with him by the way ? 

Behold his refolution unmoved !— ^Behold 
him tranfmitted through unnumbered gene- 
rations, a pcrfe<3: pattern of faith and obe- 

. dience ! — With fteady pace he purfues his 
way, till he arrives at the place of which God 
had told him : — fee him there deliberately 
raifirig the altar, and difpofing the wood in 
order ; — fee him with paternal agony, binding 
the limbs of the innocent vidtim, who it is 
reafonable to fuppofe, aggravated his fufFerings. 
by a natural reliftance ; — fee him lay Ifaac his 
fon, — the fon of his love, — the comfort of 
his age, — the bafis of his future promife, — 
upon the altar, — upon the wood ;— -and finally 
ftretching out his hand to take the knife to 
flay his fon :— there is apparently but a mo- 

^ncnt between life and death ; — nature feems 
fufpended, and the Father of the faithful is 
aftuated only by divine love : — but hark ! a 
Toice from heaven arrefls his uplifted hand ; 

— the 
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— *-the Almighty had accompanied him in 
every part of his condudt, had ftrengthened 
him in the hour of great diftrcfs, and ripened 
his trial to perfection ; — but who can defcribe 
the holy joy of the Patriarch, when the angel 
of the Lord thus fpakc : — • Abraham, Abra- 
ham, lay not thine hand upon the kd, neither 
do thou any thing unto him : for now I know 
that thou feareft God, feeing thou haft not 
withheld thy fon, thine only fon from mc !' 

Such being the particular circumftance^ of 
Abraham's trial, foch the difficulties of the 
commands and fuch his obedience ^ we are kd 
to confider the principles and reafons on whkh 
he could build his confidence, and work this 
tranfcendant work of righteoufnefs. 

And firft, it cannot be the fmalleft doubt 
with any confiderate ptrfbn, whether the 
Almighty Governor of the world, may not 
continue us in the ftate in which we are a^ 
prcfent placed, or remove us to any other, as 
it fcemeth beft to his infinite wifdom and 
goodncfs. He who has abfoiutc power over 
all, and to whom all things belong, may un- 
doubtedly do what he pleafcs with his own. 

And 
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And that life which is his free gift to every 
intelligent creature on earth, he may prolong 
to any period he thinks proper, or recall it 
the moment he fees fit. 

However hard add unaccountable therefore 
the command might feem, that the life of an 
innocent perfon (hould be deflroyed ; how.- 
ever harfh and fevere, that the tender and 
afFeftionate father fhould offer up his only 
fon ; yet, as Abraham could not be deceived 
by vain appearances, nor deluded by an en- 
thufiaftic imagination, but certainly knew, 
beyond a poflibility of doubting, that it was 
God who fpake to him upon this occafion ; 
becaufe he had long been ufed to the appear- 
ance of the Deity, and had been favoured by 
frequent intercourfe with him.: he might, 
and probably did' fatisfy himfelf as to thefe 
difficulties by the foregoing refledions : — by 
confidering that it was the command of that 
Being, who is the author and giver of life, 
and who can, without the leaft pretence of 
injuftice, refume it, even from the moft in- 
nocent perfon, at what time, and in what 
manner, and by what inftrument he pleafes. 
That it was the command of that Being, 

who 
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who not only had power over the Kves of Kis 
creatures, but who could alfo recompelicc 
every lofs and difappointment, which the 
execution of this command might bring upon 
him. In a word, that it was the command 
of that Being, whofe wifdom is not to be 
found out by finite creatures ; they have only 
to acquiefce with his will and pleafure, tfuft- 
ing that whatever he ordains, is beft and 
fitteft for them, although it may not, at the 
prefent moment, appear to be fo. 

And although God's former promifes and 
this prefent command^ might at firft view ap- 
pear totally contradiiSory to each other ; the 
apoftle exprefsly obferves, Abraham accounted^ 
or reafoned with himfelf, that God was able 
to raife his fon up, even from the deady from 
whence alfo he had received him in a figure ; 
for his birth was nearly as miraculous as the 
raifing him again would have been ; fince he 
was born to him in an extreme old age, be- 
yond all human expe<3:ation ; and he doubted 
not, but he \^ho was pleafed thus tp give 
him a fon in fo furprizing a mannef, when 
he was paiTed all hope of fuch a blefEng, 
could as certainly reftore him to life again. 
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He wai fiilly pcrfuadcd that death itfelf could 
not ptccludc the favour of the Almighty, or 
^diat the aSliuxl facrifice of Ifaac would fruf- 
trate the covenant God had made with him; 
that ' in Ifaac his feed ihould be called/—^ 
He refigned him; — freely, readily refigned 
him ; fully affured the promife mfuft be com- 
pleated ; refting that aflu ranee on the power 
and veracity of Omnipotence. 

His refignation to the will of God, met 
with full and ample reward : — three anxious 
days, — for it is againft nature to fuppofe they 
were not fo,— ^three anxious days, were re-* 
compenced by the approbation of his Own 
confcience, the applaufe of his God, and the 
further promife of bleffings on his pofterity. 
His example may be of Angular fervice \o 
mankind, as a fupport and incitement tcr 
virtue ; teaching us not to faint under temp- 
tations, but to be animated with zeal, and 
refolution to ferve God, under every trial*— ^ 
To commit ourfelves, and all our deareft con- 
cerns to the hands of our Sovereign Lordr 
and whenever he calls for them, readily ta 
refign the moil beloved enjoyments. 

•6 .■ . < 

With 
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With regard to our children particularly, 
we fhould corifider the intentions of Prbvi- 
dence in our difpofal of them in life : fixing 
them in a ftate, which we have reafon to fup- 
pofe he will approve \ and rejecting every ad- 
vantage which is incompatible with piety and 
virtue. By fo doing we fliall not only re- 
commend them, but our/elves, to the favour 
and proteftion of our heavenly Father. — Let 
us learn alfo by this pattern, humbly and 
chearfiilly to acquiefce in the d^Jlinations of 
Providence concerning them, and to refigti 
and give them up, when the Almighty is 
pleaffed to call for them. — However anxious 
for their welfare, whatever emotions of tender 
afieftion we may feel for them, yet furely we 
may truft thfcm to the care of that God who 
gave therti to us ! — Whofe mercy is from 
feverlafting to everlafting, and who will never 
fbrfake thofe who truly put their truft in him. 
Should he take from us a child of our hopes^ 
whofe blooming virtues we look upon with 
pleafufe, as the joy of our fouls, and the 
comfort of our declining years, though the 
fliock muft pierce the heart fharper than a 
fword, yet if the lame faith be in us as was 
lli Abraham, the fame ftrong trui^ and con- 
F 2 fidcncc 
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fidence in the goodnefs of God, we fliall be 
' fupported : — and great as the afflidtion may 
be, we fhall be enabled to bear it with 
chriftian refignation. If our faith be weaky 
we fhall faint in the day of trial, and our 
misfortunes will overwhelm us; but if oiir 
faith h^Jirongy though the florni of adverfity 
beat heavily around us, we may htjloaken^ but 
fhall not be caji down^ we fhall flill place 
our trufl on the rock of our falvation. 

And further, from this inftance of Abra- 
ham, we may learn the true nature oijujiifying 
faith ; there being nothing plainer in fcrip- 
ture, than that his faith was counted to him 
For righteoifnefs. It is very evident from the 
writers of the New Teflamerit, that th^ faith 
by which he was juflified, was not zfpecula^ 
tiony or mere credulity ; not a Ifelefs inaSlive 
principle, but a principle of obedience aiid 
holinefs : it was made manifefl by fuch ads of 
dependance, as proved he had proper ideas of 
that God whom he ferved. Saint James, in 
inculcating the dodrine xhzt faith, dejiituteof 
obedience, cannot juflify us, proves it from 
the very example, and the very inflance under 
tonfideration. — ' Wilt thou know, O vain 

' man. 
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man, that faith without works is dead ? — Was ' 
not Abraham juftified by worksy when he 
offered Ifaac his fon upon the altar ? Seeft 
thou then, how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfeSt.* And 
the fcripture was fulfilled, which faith, — 
* Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteoufnefs/ 

What is the proper application to us ? It is 
this, that they, and they only, who follow the 
faith of Abraham, by doing the will of God, 
fiiall be accounted his children ; nor fhall any 
be accepted, unleft their faith, like his, be 
evidenced by a courfe of obedience. 

I feel it the more incumbent upon me to 
inforce the unifon of thefe principles, while 
there are fo many around us who preach up 
belief, in preference to praSiice-, who exalt 
faith, at the expence of morality ; and think 
themfelves fecure of falvation through Chrift, 
while they are unjuft, malicious, and un- 
charitable 5 neglecting the weightier matters 
of the law, vvhich he pofitively enjoins' by 
the precepts of his Gofpel. — But true faith, 
the faith of a Chriftiaa, is a belief 6f the 
F 3 Gofpel^ 
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Gofpcl, entertained upon juft groundi, and 
ihevvjng itfelf by rejecting that which isevil^^ 
and doing that which is good. — When a 
temptation to do any thing which we ought 
not to do, comes before us, in a ftfong, 
powerful, and urgent manner, and yet wc 
iiefglutely oppofe and overcome it, — then if ith 
is triumphant ; it fhines in meridiaji ijpjear 
dour :— and whoever does an oB of duty ^ which 
in itfelf is difagreeahle, and which he would 
not do but asznaSi of duty^ — ds not pnly a 
true child of Abraham, but a true difcipk of 
Chrifi ; — ^ favourite vice being as difficult to 
part with as a favourite child, or any othef 
beloved objeft. This is the faith which th^ 
fcripture recommends ; a faith made perfed; 
py obedience ; all other faith, like the body 
Vrithout the fpirit, is dead. 

And la^ly, it is evident, that the dejQgn of 
God, in thus tempting or trying Abraham, 
W;as not merely to make this patriarch a9 
illijftrious example of faith and obedience, but 
alfo to foretcl the death and refurredtion of pur 
Saviour, and to exhibit in Ifaac a lively typp 
and rcprefentation of Chrifi i — and therefofie 
when wc confider this part of his hiftory, wje 

ihould 
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ihould carry our thoughts from what was 
done upon Mount Mariahy to what was done 
upon the iame mountain, when diftinguiihed 
by the title of Mount Calvary. For, accord- 
ing to an anticnt tradition among the Jews^ 
the mountain, on which Abraham attempted 
to offer up Ifaac, was the very fpot on. which 
our Lord was actually crucified, — where the 
Ahnighty did that for us^ which he required 
Abraham to dp for him ; ' he fpared not his 
own fon, his only fon, whom he loved, but 
freely gave him up unto death for us ; a fa- 
crifice and propitiation for the fins of the 
whole world. 

The ferious contemplation of divine love 
interefting itfelf after fo amazing a manner 
in our behalf; and of our Saviour's condc- 
fcenfion and grace, in dying for the fake 
of finners, * the juft for the unjuft/ the in- 
nocent for the guilty, * that he might brin^ 
them unto God i will have a wonderful effi- 
cacy towards reforming and purifying the 
heart: it will imprefs upon our fouls the 
image of the divine nature, and produce thofe 
difpofitions of piety and habits of obedience, 
which will render us the obje<fts, not only of 
F 4 pardoipig 
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pardoning grace, but of the favour and love 
of the Almighty Sovereign : it will make us 
more and more meet for the inheritance of 
the faints in light, and prepare us for that 
glorious v^orld, where we fhall dwell for ever 
in his prefence, and be happy in the enjoy- 
ment of his Ipve to all eternity. 



ser:. 
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SERMON V. 



ON THE DUTY OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 



Psalm Ixxxly. i. 



How amiable are thy Tabernacles^ O Lord of 
Hojls! 



T N the drlieft ages of the world, the worfliip 
of God was confidered as an indifpenfiblc 
duty. This immediately arifes from the 
acknowledgment of a Deity j as our Creator 
and preferver, and from a fenfe of our own 
infirm, indigent, and dependant ftate. Is he 
our Maker, the Father of mankind ? He has 
then a parental right to everyexpreffion of filial 
refpeft and reverence. Is he the ruler of the 
world, and does he condvidt all the operations 
of nature ? Is our exift^nce and our whole 
Jiappinefs depejidant on his will? We muft 

thea 
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then think it reafonable to prefent cur peti- 
tions to him, and addrefs him for his pro- 
teftion and grace. Is he the moft amiable of 
all beings, the fource of all created excellence ? 
He is then worthy of our beft afFeftions, and 
every fentiment of our hearts muft pay homage 
to him. 

The fame reaibns which hold good for the 
pr^^crs of the clofet, are equally conclufive 
for focial prayers. They arc both eflential, 
both proper, and neither of thexn to be 
negledled ; but 1 fljall confine this difcourfc 
to public worfhip. 

We are to confidir ourfelves, net only as 
frivate perfons, but as members oi fociety^ 
linked together in one vaft chain, .from 
the mcancft beggar, to the greateft mo- 
narch on earth :~-all liable to accidents, — all 
open to public calamities; — all fubjeft to 
difeafe, ficknefs, death. When a number of 
perfons arc collefted together, they have de^ 
^pendencies and mercies of a diJiinB nature from 
tho& of individuals^ and therefore a public 
acknowledgment of thofc wants, or thofe 
tranfgreffions, is ncccifery. There are public 

crimes^ 
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€rimesy which demand public bumiiiatian, for 
which no private prayer is adequate; and 
pubUc bleflings^ for which private devotioa 
could not give fufEcient praife to God. Has 
he preferved for us the liberty of worffaiping 
him according jto our confcience^ and fliall we 
i)Qt keep his iabfaath^ and aflen^ble regular^ 
in his church to ferve and praife him ? 

Confider aUb» what would be the conie-' 
quence» if public worfhip was univerfall^ 
oegled:ed« Are not the Hated forms o£ re^ 
Hgion the evident means of keeping up the 
knowledge of chriftianity, and impreffing 
upon the minds of men a proper it^& of 
their duty ? What multitudes would be loft ii^ 
ignocance and vice» who now^ under die ii^** 
fluence of inch religious fervices^ are trained 
up in piety and goodnefsi 

When a people become generallyirreligious, 
they become ungovernable, untra&able, ready 
jbr every evil work, and ripe for mifery and 
deflru&ion $— *and in fad, no confeilion is 
morcjuji, or indeed more ^^^i^;?^, in||iofe 
who are brought to an untimely end, than 
ihat the negled of public worfhip was the 

foundation 
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foundation of their finful cc/ut-fe, and that a 
total difnegafd to the Lord*s-day, joined ta 
keeping evil company, hurried them drifrom 
vice to vice, till funk in fin and w^ickedni^fs, 
they were brought to that dreadfbl moniient. 
While w^e continue regular in our public de-^ 
votion, and a proper obfervance of the fafebafh, 
though we may ibmctimes^fall under tpnSp- 
tation, and do many things which we ought 
not to do, yet we ihall not be J&A/ underlSn, 
our heart will not be cmtinually fet to^orfc 
wickednefs. If therefore we confider public 
worfliip only as a good fUpport of public 
order, and calculated to promote virtue in thei 
world, it ought to be encouraged ; and th^t 
perfon who does not ftudy to Countenance it 
by his own e^cample and condudl, and by 
bringing his children and apprentices to the 
obfervance of it, is fo far, a pernicious mem- 
ber of fociety. 

But we are not left to the general reafoni 
ings of nature and common fenfe upon ribis 
fubjed:, WQ have the exprefs authority of 
fcri||jture to enforce our compliance : our Sa- 
vioijr hiinfelf conformed to the Jewifli wor- 
fliip, and frequented the fynagogues and th« 

temple 
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.temple/ at Jerufalem ; and his inftitution of 
thofe two important rites which we call facra- 
.«nents, and that general forni of prayer he 
prefcribed, fuifficiently intimated his will, tha,t 
divine worfhip (hould be an indifpenfible part 
.of Chriftian duty. He hath alfo required 
his dilciples to meet together for thefe pur- 
pofes ; and we are egrneilly cautioned by thp 
Apoftle, not to forfake the aflembling of oqr- 
felves together : ' where two or three,' fays 
our Saviour, * are gathered together in my 
name,' there am I in the midft of them. 
We are to ajfemble in the name of Chriji : we 
are to offer prayers and thankfgivings to God, 
not only privately t znAfeparately^ but openly ^ 
and in communion with one another ; and the 
gracious condefcending promife which is an- 
nexed, affords the nobleft encouragement to 
focial religion : ^ I am in the midji of them.' 
There is an amazing dignity and goodnefs in 
the expreffion ; — I, their Almighty Saviour 
2ind friend, am among them — among them, 
^s well pleafed with their faith and obedience 
T— among them, as a member of their fociety, 
as a companion and friend> to gladden their 
hearts, and put new vigour into their divine 
fxercifes^ by my influence and grace. 

Indeed 
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Indeed the words t)f the text arc very cx- 
prcffive of a p^rticMhrfatisf action and delight, 
perceived by the faithful worfhipper in the 
fervke of the temple j and lead me from en- 
forcing it as a duty, to recommend it to your 
hearts as a prhilege. * How amiable 2m 
thy tabernacles, O L6rd of Hofts !' It it 
certain, that we have more important bufinefs 
to tranlaft with God than with the whole 
world ; we have the nearcft relation to him, 
as our Father, our proteftor^ our bcnefador :. 
the approach therefore of an upright mind to 
his beft friend, muft be productive of the 
pureft fatisfadion and delight. What plea*- 
fure does the good man feel in putting him- 
felf folemnly into the prefence of his Maker, 
-~in pouring forth the honeft tribute of it 
thankful heart for all his benefits, — ^in fpread** 
ing all his wants and perplexities before him, 
—in committing his whole exiftence to him, 
with boundlefe Confidence ; — and in giving 
full fcope to every pious and grateful affec- 
tion ;— in thefe exercifes the mind is en-* 
lightened, enlarged, elevated. We are caught 
up as it were to the throne of mercy, enjoy 
a fwcet efFufion of piety, and the foul is wrapt 

in 
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in heavenly joy ; a happy fervor of devotion^ 
which no words can defcribe. 

Our attendance on foetal worfliip is further 
endeared to us by its promoting mutual har- 
mony and peace. When we offer our devo- 
tions to the one God and Father of all, in the 
name of the one Lord and Mediator of all, 
and breathe out from the bottom of our heart$ 
our common defires and acknowledgments ; 
will not every fierce, every unBenevolent paf- 
fion die away within us ? Can any of us in- 
dulge rcfentment and malice, while we areJ 
imploring the bleffings of heaven for each 
other ? Can wc cherifti any ill-natured or un- 
friendly thought againft thofe, for whofe wel- 
fare we are fupplicating the throne of grace; 
and whom we behold, at the fame time, fup- 
plicating for our welfare ? 

The felf-confeqifence of the rich, ind thi 
murmuring difcontent of the poor, will here 
be fofrened and fubdued. The high and the 
tow, the indigent and wealthy, appearing all 
upon the fame level, partakers of the iame 
nature, children of the fame father; all equally 
permitted to approach the Lord of heaven 

and 
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and earth, all equally intitled to his promifes. 
How muft fuch a fight reconcile the feveral 
ranks and orders of men to each other \ teach- 
ing the rich to regard their poor brethren with 
an eye of pity and compaffion, difpofing them 
to relieve their wants, and alleviate their dif- 
trefs ; and making the poor grateful to their 
benefadors, fubmiiflive to their fuperiors, and 
content with that humble ftation God has 
allotted them. What a happy influence muft 
it have, in putting ^the mind into the moft 
comfortable and delightful ftate, by fweetening 
pur tempers, by raifmg tender fentimqnts, 
and exciting kind aifedtions to all about us ! 
Do you wifli to be thus happy ? Would you 
cherilh a temper of mutual good-will, and 
dwell together as brethren in harmony and 
peace ?— Be conftant then in the duties of 
public devotion, and oiFer up the facrifices of 
prayers and praifes, with united hearts y as 
well as with united voices. 

Befides, our afts of fecial worfliip, from 
the fympathy of human nature, will be per- 
formed with peculiar zeal and fervency : the 
purity of others increafes our own ; we infen- 
fibly catch their warmth; and the coldeft 

heart. 
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heart, under the influence of fuch examples 
is kindled into fome degree of fervor, and 
glows with divine love. The moft lively 
perfedlions are naturally raifed in the taiind 
by thefe means ; and to a foul, thus difpofed 
to receive him, the fpirit of joy defcends from 
^bove, infufing his grace and comforts in 
abundance. 

From the experience of thefe pleafures oi 
devotion, proceeds that exclamation of the 
Pfalmift, * How amiable are thy tabernacles^ 
O Lord of Hofis !' For though in th? land of 
his exile, when he wandered upon the moun- 
tains, and in the wildemefs, he negledted not 
prayer and thankfgiving to his Maker, which, 
was a great refrefhment to his foul under all 
his forrows and calamities ; yet he did not 
feel thofe raptures^ thofe effujions of praife, 
he had experienced in the fandtuary ; — they 
were languid, and not equal to thofe of the 
tabernacle^ when he went with the multitude 
and brought them forth into the houfe of 
God. ^ My foul,' fays he, ' is athirji for 
God.' — * As the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, fo panteth my foul after thee my God. 
G — When^ 
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— When, O when fhall I come to appear 
before the prefence of God !* 

But though public worfhip is not only our 
indifpenfible duty, but alfo produftive of the 
higheft fatisfadion and delight j yet there are 
many among us who look upon it as a dull 
burdenfome tafk, unaccompanied with pleafure, 
and. painful to the mind of man. What 
'numbers are there to whom religious exercifes 
are infipid ? How inattentive to the divine 
nature, how deftitute of heavenly affedlions, 
.are a great part of mankind ? — You may fee 
the lower artizan, inftead of repairing to the 
place of worfhip, wafting the fabbath in deep 
and indolence; — you may fee others in better 
circumftances, crouding to the houfes of refort 
which furround the metropolis, and are kept 
open for the entertainment of thofe who have 
nothing to do with the Almighty : — and you 
may fee /many, — O that the number were 
fewer ! — Yes, you may fee many in the 
higher ranks of life, giving themfelves up, 
without reftraint or fhame, to games and di^ 
"verjionsy which, however lawful -dX other times, 
^re rendered highly crhmnal and immoral y by 
.being purfued on that day, which ought 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On the Duty of Public Worjhip. %^ 

htfanSliJied and kept holy in exercifes of piety 
and devotion ? 

How aftonifliing, that men fliould have fo 
little reverence for the Deity ! — That they 
fhould forfake the aflembling of themfelves 
together ; — that m a land of light and know- 
ledge, in this Chrijlian and protejlant country, 
the worfhip of God fliould be more Jlighted, 
and the places defigned for it more deferted, 
than perhaps was ever known among any 
cknlized pagans ! One cannot but feel a pain- 
ful concern at the refledlion : — where is the 
remedy ? and from whence are we to look 
for better things ? It is from you of the 
higher ranks of life, that an example is ex-i 
pefted j — ^you whofe time is or ought to be 
your own. You cannot plead that the daily 
bread of a numerous family muft be earned 
by the hard labour of your hands. Confider, 
— ^you are fet up as fliining lights, to your 
childreny your fervants^ your dependant s.--^ 
Confider that their fouls are committed to your 
care, — and that God will require them of you. 
Would to God we were all mpre diligent in 
promoting this^great duty; for indeed our, 
attention to it, is one good criterion, among 
G 2 others. 
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ethers, by which we may judge of the ilafa 
o£ religion in our hearts. 

To' God thert, the greateft and the befl: of 
Being5y let us pay our frequent homage, — It 
is the duty he requires^ and we are under every 
obligation to pay it. But let us ftudy to da 
it in the beft manner we can, and cultivate 
thofe difpofitions, which will render our de- 
votions a pleafing and a profitable fervice* 

When we are going to the houfe of Gody 
let us prepare ourfelves, by confidering what 
we are going to do— by leaving, as much a& 
poflible, all the cares and pleafures of the 
world behind us, and imprefling upon the 
mind an awful fenfe of the divine prefence^ 
that we may bear a hearty willing part in the 
fervice. We fhould recolleft, when we enter^ 
whofe houfe it is, whofe prefence we are in, 
^nd for what purpofe we are aflembled to- 
gether ; — not furely to pay our compliments 
to one another, — not to make parties for the 
.amufement of the enfuing week, — not to talk 
about the fafhion of the day, — but to confefs 
o^vJinSf — to acknowledge that we have erred 
,and ilrayed from his laws; — humbly to beg 

forgivenefs 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



On the Duty of Public Worjhip. %^ 

ibrgivenefs of our paft offences, through the 
mediation of his fon, — and to renew our pur- 
pofes of amendment for the future. 

Indeed can any thing be more abfurd than 
to draw near to God with our lips, while our 
heart is far from him : and to join in the 
folemnities of worfhip in this place, while 
our thoughts are wandering to the ends of 
the earth ? Heedlefs inattentive prayers can 
never affedt the mind, nor bring down any 
blefling€ from God : — they will be fcattered 
like flubble before the wind, and will never 
reach the throne of the Almighty to any 
other purpofe than as proofs of mockery an4 
hypocrify in the worfliipers. Can we fatisfy 
ourfelves with a continued empty pageantry, 
ia tedious circulation of taftelefs formalities ? 
or pan we complain that our prayers are not 
heard, and that we return from the houfe of 
God without advantage and comfort, when 
we have repaired to it without dejire, without 
confderation ? We fhould attend therefore 
with compofed thoughts ; we fhould fhut all 
the avenues of the heart againft the incurfiona 
of vanity, and whatever may check the mind in 
if 8 afcent to ;he Deity i we fliQuld ehe^ifh an 
G 3 carneft 
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earned anxious folicitude, that our thoughts 
and our words may devoutly accord with each 
other, and that we mzy feel all the fentiments ' 
of gratitude and love which we exprefs. 

Permit me further to obferve, that when 
you retire from the duties of this houfej you 
are not to retire from God\ the fweet inter- 
courfe is to be ftill preferved ; the fpirit of 
prayer and praife is not only to run through 
this day, but through every day^ and manifeft 
itfelf in the lively exercife of all the noble 
principles, that can adtu^te the human heart ; 
and all the amiable virtues than can adorn the 
chriftian life. You mufl go forth to the fober 
continual praftice of every thing that is true, 
and juft, and lovely, and praife- worthy, Let 
it be deeply fixed in your mind, that piety of 
conduct muft harmonize with piety of prayer, 
and that the devout worJJoip of God muft be 
accompanied with a careful obedience to his 
commands, that you may be perfed: ajid in- 
tire, wanting nothing. 

And may the God who heareth prayer, 
look down from the habitation of his holi- 
nefs upoa his fervants, here aflembled, and 

impart 
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impart to every faithful worfhipper the in- 
fluences of his grace. May the intercourfe 
and commurilon with him, which we here 
carry on, by prayer and praife, by purity and 
holinefs, prepare us for the neareft accefs to 
him in the manfions of glory, and may this 
place of worfhip be to us all the gate of 
heaven. 
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SERMON VI. 



ON THE CERTAINTY OF A FUTUR? 
STATE. 



Luke xvi. 31, 



^ they hear not Mofes and the Prophets i neither 
will they be perfuaded, though one rofe fron^ 
the dead. 



nPHE parable, of which the text is the 
concluding part, abounds with fubjedts 
inftrudlive, interefting, and afFedling. Our 
Saviour diredts it immediately againft the rich 
voluptuaries of that time, who were wholly 
funk in fenfe, and had no hopes or views be- 
yond this poor fpan of life. He awakens 
their attention to things invifible, and fhews 
the different ftate of good and bad men in 
another vrorld.—And to giye the greater 

efficacy 
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efficacy to his inftrudlions, he puts his fenti- 
ments into the mouth of their great anceftor 
Abraham, for whom they profefled a very 
high veneration, and valued themfelves ex- 
tremely in being defcended from him. 

There was a certain rich man, who feemed 
to confider his wealth only as the means of 
indulging his tafte, both as to drefs and table. 
He had a large eftate and plentiful fortune, 
which he fpent in feftivity and fplendour. — 
* He was cloathed in purple and fine linert, 
and fared fumptuoufly every day. '—He thought 
of nothing bijt the gratification of his appe- 
tites, and to make provifion for a life of 
luxury and eafe ; and apparently lived in tlje 
firm belief of annihilation, or in the confidenc9 
that his fuperior being ihould be exempted 
from the common lot of mortality. 

* And thgre was a certain poor man,' la- 
bouring under a, variety of wretchednefs, and 
ready to perifli through the extremity of 
difeafe and want. Unable to fubfift by his 
own indufi:ry> he was under the neceflity of 
foliciting relief from others ; and was laid at 
the rich man's gate, ^ miferable fpedacle, 

fuH 
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full of fores. A little relief would have con- 
tented him ; his petition was remarkably fub- 
miflive and modeft; he defired only the 
crumbs which fell from the table, — but even 
that trifling requeft was denied him. 

The rich voluptuary was fo loft in his own 
pleafures, that he had no feeling for the ne- 
ceflities of the poor ; while he fared fump- 
tuoufly every day, he did not think of feed- 
ing the hungry; — and the fame fpirit of 
felfifhnefs and inhumanity had fpread through 
every part of his houfehold, fo that the un- 
happy objed: was left at the gate, without 
pity, and without help ; till God was pleafed 
to interpofe for his relief, and put an end to 
his calamities by death. 

How very ftrange it is that affluence^ which 
ought to foften the human heart, and expite 
compaflion towards thofe who are labouring 
under the various miferies attendant on po- 
verty, fliould oftentimes producr its contrary 
eifed:, making men callous and uniceUng. In 
the midft of eafe and plenty, while every thing 
around them is gay and wears a fmiling afpedt, 
they are too much abforbed in their own 

profperity 
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profperity t ) inquire into the concerns of tht 
wretched ; they are pleafed and fatisfied with 
their own co iditio i, and have no fympathy^ 
no con.miferation for thpfe, who want the . 
common necefia^ies of Ijfe. 

Death, however, knocks with as much 
^oldnefs at the lofty gates of the great, as at 
the humble wicket of the meaneft cottager ; 
— •* the rich man alfo d;ed ;'— all his grandeur 
was ufclefs, the awful mefleng r regarded it 
pot ; nor could thqfe vaft riches he poiTejSed 
procure the refpite of a day, an hour, a mo- 
ment. — He was buried too ;-r-he was carried 
to the tomb with all thofe funer^il Iionour^, 
and that fumptuous prcceffion, which arc at-? 
^ndants on diftin^guiihed mortals. 

But what a different fcene does the n^yit 
part of the parable exhibit ! — The one as 
having fhaken off his load of accumulate4 
forrow, and introduced to a ftate of infinite 
joy ;— the other, as deprived of all his nu-r 
merous indulgences, and plunged into a ftate 
of inexpreflible anguifli. The former, firon^ 
a death attended with every human aggrava- 
tion, is conveyed by angels tp tl^e regions pf 

endlefs 
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Cftdlefs blifs :— the latter meets his final doom 
in darknefs, and is configned over to torments 
unutterable : — the pleafUres of which he was 
fo fond, are vanifhed as the vifionary amufe- 
tneiits df a dream ; and he is given up a prey 
to the ftings and agonies of his own con-^ 
fcience, the fire which never goeth out, and 
the worm which liever dieth- 

In this dreadful condition he lifts Up hid 
aftonifhed eyes towards the heights of glory, 
and difcovers Abraham at a diftance^ and the 
once poor defpifed Lazarus in his bofom : — • 
being urged by the extreme mifery of his 
condition, he is forced to fupplicate affiftance 
by the hands of that very perfon who had 
formerly folicited his pity, but folicited in vain. 
How changed are their fituations ! Dives now 
becomes the petitioner, and in his turn im- 
plores for mercy : — ' Oh Father Abraham,' 
fays he, * have mercy on me, and fend Laza- 
rus that he may' bring me a little water ; or 
that he may only ' dip the tip of his finger 
in water to cooV and refrefli * my tongue, for 
I am tormented in this flame.' 

^ this 
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This is a figurative manner of fpeaking, 
and expreffive of thofe things which are moil 
dreadful to our ideas -, they may poffibly be 
intended, not fo much to reprefent the real 
and abfolute torments which th,e wicked are 
to fuffer in another world, as to prove to us 
that general aflertion of fcripture, — that it is 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. * 

The good Patriarch, though he rejefted the 
•rich man's petition, does not infult over his 
diftrefs with any bitter upbraidings and con- 
tempt ; but with great mildnefs of language 
points out the righteous judgment of God, 
in his future rewards and punifoments. ' Son, 
remember the former days ; — that thou in thy 
life time receivedft thy good things y and like- 
*wife Lazarus evil things \ — but' now the feene 
is reverfed, — ' he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented.' You have had your choice : — 
the portion you fet your heart upon was 
worldly magnificence and fenfual excefles ; — 
you preferred vifible and temporal fenjoyments 
to thofe infinitely better things, which are 
not feen, and are eternal ; and you have had 
your portion, you have enjoyed your good 

things; 
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things ; you led a life of eafe and pleafure, 
fuch eafe and pleafure as will always bring 
remorfe, forrow, and pain, to thofe who are 
abforbed. in them. But Lazarus was no lefs 
unfortunate, afflidted, and miferable, than you 
were profperous, joyful, and happy ; — under 
all his trials, however, he ftill retained his 
integrity; — and was content to undergo the 
hardfhips of unpitied poverty and extreme 
wretchednefs, in profpeit of a recompence after 
death : God has therefore granted him that 
better part which he chofe ; and his refigna- 
tion and piety are rewarded with everlafting 
glory. 

Abraham, having thus reminded him of 
the juftnefs of his prefent fuiFerings, alledges 
the impojjibility of a compliance with his re^^- 
queft 'y — ' Befides all this,' you afk what can- 
not be granted ; after the termination of 
human life, all intercourfe between the happy 
and miferable muft ceafe : — ' Betwixt us and 
you, there is a great gulph fixed' by the Al- 
mighty Creator of heaven and earth, ' fo that 
they that would pafs from hence to you, 
cannot; neither can they pafs to us, who 
would come from thence.' This is plainly 
9 defigned 
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defigned to fignify, that our happlnefs or 
mifery in that future ftate will be fixed to all 
eternity. The righteous fhall continue in the 
uninterrupted poffeflion of thofe rewards be- 
llowed upon them;— and the wicked fhall 
bave no hope of ever finding an end or even 
a rej^ite of their punijhment. — All application 
atid cries for mercy will then be ineffedlual 
and vain ; — the end of every man's life is the 
beginning of eternity to him ;-*^there will be 
Iio more fpace of repentance ; — no further 
Opportunity of Working out our falvation 
after this flate of trial. The incorrigible 
finner will be driven from the prefence of his 
Godi and the adamantine gates of heaven bef 
Ihut without a poffibility of their ever open- 
ing for his admittance. — What, for ever fhut 
out from the prefence of the Almighty ! — 
Think of thisy ye that are fo impatient of the 
little evils and light affliftions of this tran- 
iitory fcene ; — ye that are eflranged from your 
heavenly Father, and immerfed in the pur- 
fuits and enjoyments of the world ; — ye that 
rejedt the opportunities which are daily offered 
of working out yOur falvation, and breaking 
off your lins by a timely repentance : — O 
think of this — afk your own hearts how you 

Will 
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\vill endure that dreadful irrevocable fen- 
tence !— how you can dwell with everlafting 
burnings ! 

The unhappy fufferer perceiving that his 
own cafe was irretrievable , forbore all further 
folicitations for himfelf and became an inter- 
ceflbr for his furviving brethren. He knew 
their diiTolute and licentious condu<Jl ; often 
had they been the companions of his criminal 
indulgences, and by fad and woeful experi- 
ence> he alfo knew the danger they were in, 
if they continued in their riotous way of life ; 
therefore^ with a becoming tendernefs and 
concern, though his own condition was hope^ 
lefs^ and without remedy ^ he was anxious to 
prevent if poflible their deftrudlion, and keep 
them out of that place of torment. — * I pray 
thee. Father Abraham, that thou wouldeft 
fend him to my father's houfe, for I have five 
brethren,' that he may ti^ftify unto them the 
reality of a future ftate ; that fo they may be 
roufed from their finful and carelefs lives, 
forfake thofe evil courfes which have been 
my ruin, and may not be involved in the 
mifery which I now fufFer. 

H But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^S On the C£rtainty of a future Btate. 

But Abraham, inftead of indulging the fup- 
plicant in hi* defire, refers him to that evidence 
which his brethren ah'eady had. — * They have 
Mofes and the prophets/ — Can Lazarus' 
preach to them with more power and infliienee 
than thofe great reformers of religion, whom 
they acknowledge to have been fent from 
Godi to teach mankind their duty ? Can be 
deliver better inftrixflions' ? Can Be give them 
more awful admonitions ? Or is it reafonable 
to expeSt fuch a fevour ? Is their refjting the 
evidence they have a proper motive for afford-^ 
ing them ftiil greater ? Muil a particular re-^ 
vektion be made for every fmner, becaufe they 
will allow no evidence, but fuch as exaftly 
coincides with their own perverfe way df 
judging ?— They have means fufRcient to. fo-» 
cure them from danger 5 let them diligently 
ufe them ; — * they have MoiSes and the pro* 
phtts, let them bear them.' 

The poor miferable wretch howewr, not 
fetisfied with this anfwer, renews his inter- 
cefSon 5 and flattering himfelf that the expe- 
dient now propofed would not feil of Tucceft^ 
urges his fuit with a Teeming certainty of ufe- 
fulnefs, was it complied with.—* Nay, Father 
'• Abraham,.' 
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Abrahanl/ though thej^ difregarded M^> and 
tnc prophets'^ they cannot withftand a mef- 
fengtf from the grave : — though they remain 
Unreclaimed arid uriafFefted by the general 
means of divine inftrudlion, yet fuch an ex- 
traordinary appearance will ftrike convidtion 
intfaf their hcJarts t-^if bne went to them from 
the dead, they will undoubtedly believe. 

The wife Patriarch knew the contrary ; and 
therefore cjoncludtd the difcourfe with this 
pofitivc detertniriation of the cafe, that they 
who are not inducfed to believe, and to reform 
their lives, by thofe difcoVeries and declara^^ 
tioils which Ood has made in' fcripturc, will 
continue uribelieverg, dnd rejeft every argu- 
ment.*--' If they hear not Mofes and the 
pfbphets, rieither Will' they be peffuaded 
though one rofe from the dead. '-^If 'they 
are fo given up to the finful purfuits of this 
prefent world, as not to be convinced by the 
fetrtd writings of a future retribution to man- 
kind^ according to their defert ; — ^if they can 
felriain deaf to the repeated threatenings and 
promifcs,— -the earneft exhortations, and thb 
tonftant warnings of their danger, which Gdd 
jbas VOruchfafed Imto them, by his fervartts the 
H :? prophets; 
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prophets ; it is plaia they would, f6r the fame 
reafon, reject all other means, which he 
Ihould make ufe of for their amendment, and ' 
not be perfuaded although one immediately 
rofe from the dead. 

Convidion depends in a great mcafure, 
upon a man's difpolition to receive it. — If the 
want of finccrity, or the love of vice, is^ the 
caufe of his rejedting any prefent fufficient 
proof,--- will not the fame infincerity, and the 
fame vices, be the means of his rejed:ing all 
and every future one, howeve^ ftrongly and 
plainly attefted ? If men are determined not 
to be convinced, vain are all arguments, trifling 
is the difference, whether the evidence be 
fmall or great : — to him who fliuts his eyes 
objefts are not lefs diftinguifliable in the 
darknefs of night, than in the full blaze of 
noon-day. 

The uncommon appearance of a meffengCr 
from the dead, would moil probably fhock 
and amaze a finner, but to be frightened and 
to be convinced^ are very different things.— 
Sudden and violent impreffions, like fudden 
and violent pailions, feldom continue to any 

great 
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l^reat length of time; — the (hock once over, 
nature would recover, though greatly terrified 
at firft, our fears would wear off, the itn- 
preflion would grow weaker and weaker every 
day, and we fhould at kft afcribe it all to the 
delufion of an heated imagination ; — our old 
vicious habits, like a fire fmothered for a time 
but not quenched, would burft forth again 
with encreafed violence, and fpread deftruc- 
tion all around. 

Have not many wicked perfons, by fomc 
tmcommon accident, or fevere ftroke of afflic- 
tion, been awakened from their fins, but after 
a feafon returned to them with as much 
greedinefs as ever ? Did not the Jews, even 
while they were fed, cloathed, and defended 
from their enemies, during the forty years 
they journeyed in the wilder nefs, by a con- 
tinued train of miracles, return from time to 
time to their murmuring and rebellion againft 
God ? Did they not continue their obftinate 
difpofitions, when fettled in their promifed 
knd, — nay, in our Saviour's timej when he 
added to all his other miracles that of a6tually 
raifing a man from the dead, for their con- 
viftion, far from anfwering the defired end, 
H3 did 
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did they not confult to put both him and 
Chrill to death?— How many have in the 
tinie of ficknefs, when the fear of death has 
brought ftrong ponviftipn to their fouls for 
their paft fins, m^d^ the moft earneft vow5 
of amendnient, and promifed the ftrifteft 
obedience to his laws, if God would be pleafed 
Xo continue their lives :-T-but alas ! as foon as 
thqy have recovered their former ftrengtb^ 
their vpws and promifes have been fprgottenj^ 
and their vices have regained their former 
power and afcendapcy. 

• Many more mftanees might be brought tq 
prove, that bad men may arrive tp fueh in- 
veterate prejudice and m^ligpity, as to with- 
ftand the cleareft evidenc^e ; and that, not 
Djily though one fhpuld rife from the deadj^ 
but even if the eajrth waai to give up all hen 
deady it would have no good effe<5t upon thofe^ 
who had. before refilled the generaJ proofs of 
the Gofpel: it wpuld prpduce no la^ftiog 
amendment ; for the faR^ wicked difpofitionSi, 
would produce the fam^ wicked courfe^, 
were they to ^on,tinw ifi thk world to ^\\ 
eternity. 

Coa 
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God has furni(hed every age of the church 
with proper arguments to induce an intelligent 
belief; he h*s given ^fufficient evidence of a 
^ture ftatc, and of aU things urhich we are 
concerned to know. What reafon can there 
be to wifh for any further or more particular 
jproofs ? Why (hould you want another to tell 
you, what has been already fo fully and io 
often told you ? He has fent the moft credible 
and illujlrious Meflenger that could be fent 
from the other world, his own Son ;--who 
rkot only taught the doftrine of a life to come 
in the pourfe of his preachingy but a<Sually 
railed himfelf from the dead* according to hi$ 
own exprefs predidion^ 

Is it necejfary ih^vif is it reafonabky that 
God fhould work a miracle for the convidioa 
of men, as often as they are pleafed to de- 
mand it? That he fhould draw alide the veil 
which feparates them from the invifible world, 
and permit them to converfe with the inha- 
bitants of it ? Is it necefjary that fenfible de- 
monflration {hould be afforded them of eternal 
torments ; — that the rich man fliould be pre- 
fented to their view, under the dominion of 
that wofpi that fhall never die, and that fire 
H 4 that 
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that fliall never be quenched ?— No; — bttti 
n>uft telj ypu what is neceflary. It is necef- 
fary that vou fhpuld renounce thofe paflion§ 
which have fo long deluded you. It is necef- 
fary that you ma|ce the Gofpel the fubjeft of 
your thoughts ; and it is ntctff^Ltyy-^abfolutefy 
neceflary, often to reflect on the retributions 
of a life tQ come, and to go on in the im- 
provement of thofe means w^hich God has 
vouchfafed for your falvation, till you are 
firmly eftablifhed in your moft ,holy faith, 
and experience its faving energy upon your' 
fouls.— In fhort, heaf Mpfes and the prb- 
phets,-:r-hear Chrift and his apoflles,— read 
^he Bible with attention and devotion^ — and 
you will not want any further evidence, — ^you 
will not require any new witnefs tp rife ffop^ 
the d^ad. 



SER, 
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SERMON VIL 



ON THE CRUCIFI3JION OF CHRIST* 



I Cor. i. 22 — 24. 



ftbe yews require a Jign^ and the Greeks feek 
after wifdom : But we preach Chrifl cruets 
jied ; unto the Jews a Jiumbling blocks and 
unto the Greeks foolijhnefs 5 but unto them 
which are called^ both Jews and Greeks^ 
Chriji the power of God^ an4 the wifdom 
if God, 

A S the apoftle Paul was a very eminent 
^ ^ and fuccefsful {eacher of Chriftianity, 
the enemies of that facred inftitution, were 
his enemies ; continijally perfecuting him with 
reproaches, a^d endeavouring to raife a fpirit 
of hatred and oppofition againft him. Among 
pther attempts to defeat the defign of hi? 

miniflry^ 
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miniftry, and render his labours for the con- 
verfion of men ineffedlual, his oppoferg, 
cfpecially at Corjnth, reprefented his per/on, 
and \iis. fpeech in the moft difadvantageous 
light ; and made it an objedtion to him, that 
he ufcd great pkinnefs and fimplicity \n his 
way of preaching. The Apoftle acknow- 
ledges the charge; but afferts, that theGofpel, 
inftead of receiving any (honour from human 
learning, and philofophical difputation, would 
in faft be degraded by it. — He tells them thaf 
he came to them, not with excellency of 
fpccch ; and that he was fent to preach, not 
with wifdom of words, left the crofs of Chrift 
(hould be made of none efFed: : not with 
thofe glittering ornaments and artificial rea- 
fonings, which many are fo ready to eftcem j 
left the Chriftiao religion fliould feem, like 
the doftrines of fhe Grecians, to depend 
upon the artful reprefentations of eloquent 
fpeech ; and the profperity of it be afcribed Ito 
the fophijiry of argument ^ rather than to th§ 
conviction of its reafonablenefs i^\i^ truths 

« 
The dodrine of tlie crofs bad been receive4 
by him, as the great foundation of the Gofpel, 
ppof^ wl)ich alone ajl tl]^e J^ooes an^ happi- 
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!i6fs of ^ Chriftlan depends j he was not 
offended himfelf at the ignominy of his Sa-^ 
viour's fufferings ; nor did he wifh to conceal 
from the multitude any of the qircumftance* 
attending them, however difparaging to th« 
dignity of his perfon : on the contrary, the 
fcandal of them, thp' totally pppofite to the 
ideas of the proud controvtrttjis^ were to hin» 
matter of exultation, and he was detcrnxined 
to preach them with purity and godly ^ncerity^ 
* We preach Chrift crucified^' fays he ^r^b^rc 
jbc lays the grea$eft ftrefs of his miniiliy, a^ 
if that alone had been the fole aim of his 
dodlrine, and the only fubjed: of his dif? 
pourfes :-— and in diredt contradidjon to all 
their frivolous objeftions, exprefsly tells thp 
Corinthians, * I determined not to know any 
thing among ypu, but Jefus Chrift apd hinj 
crucified.* 

^ Where is tl>e w^fe V fay? he j ^ Where 1$ 
jhe fcribe ? Where the difputer of this world,' 
who have been fo extolled for their wonderful 
penius, the fublimity of their ftyle, and the 
accuracy pf their diftindioris?— What ha^ 
pkU^fophy and dyputation done toward^.repair^ 
V^t A® diforders oi ^upjj^n nature, in com- 
5 pari% 
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pArifon whh the reftorative power contained 
in the fimple do<9:rine of a crucified Saviour ? 
Read the Gofpel, and you will find, God has 
poured diftra<ftion on human knowledge, and 
by that preaching which they have impioufly 
mocked at, as abjurd and foolifh ;— a kind of 
preaching, which is indeed dejiitute of all the 
wifdom of which ihty^oafty but hath brought 
about the falvation of a loft world. — For * the 
Jews require ^Jign, and the Greeks feek after 
wifdom ': but we preach Chrift crucified, unto 
the Jews a ftumbling bJpck, and untq the 
Greeks foolifhfiefs/ 

The Jews valued themfelves upon the 
miraculous things which God had done for 
their fathers ; ^nd with which the authority 
of their religion \izi\hztvi confirmed to them : 
and therefore, in their difquifitions concern- 
ing the authenticity of any dodlrine, the firft 
thing they infifted on, was fome miraculous 
ad:, or fupernatural token to be given them, 
in proof of its coming from God. Had their - 
requeft of fuch proofs ^rifen from a fincere 
deiire of avoiding error, they would have 
deferved praife ; but generally under the fpe- 
C^ous pretence pf wanting clearer evidence, 

. ther^ 
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there hifked an obftinate malignant temper, 
which required fign after fign, not from eager- 
nefs after the difcovering of truth, but for 
the fole purpofe of gratifying their curiofity, 
and-becaufe they were determined to refift all 
convidlion. Hence they became extravagant 
in their demands of this fort of teftimony ; 
and notwithftanding all the miracles which 
Chrift wrought daily before their eyes, they 
were perpetually alking him, — ' what fign 
fheweftthou?' 

Had he defcended vifibly from heaven in a 
chariot of fire, and with legions of angels ;— 
had he in a fupernatural manner broken the 
Roman yoke, made Jerufalem the feat of 
univerfal empire, and put his followers in 
. poflTeflion of riches, glory > power, and plea-^ 
fure, his propofals WQuld have been readily 
embraced ; every Jew would have become a 
profelyte, apd nothing been fecn or heard 
among them, but the moft chearful fubmif- 
fions and fincere thankfgivings. 

But when, inftead of taking vengeance on 
his enemies, or working 2i miracle for his own 
defence, they faw him apprehended, arraigned, 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lid On the Crucifixion of Cbrift, 

v^A Condemned J when they bchcjd hint 
hanging helplefs and dying upon the crbfs, it 
was demonftration to them,* that he was an 
impdjlors Henee the preaching of Chrift by 
the apofties, leemed to them, like a pnegyric 
upon an infamous malcfadtor ; they thought it 
an infult to their nation, to propofe a Saviour, 
who could not fave himfelf i and Chrift Cruci- 
fied wus * to the Jews a AumMing-block/ 

On the other hand, * the Greek^,^ Ikith thcJ 
Apoftle, * leek after w^(?;^/ They were 
great admirers of logic and phifofophy *, in- 
dulged a curious fpeculative temper, and 
trained nothing which was not defiVered with 
gffeat (harpnefs of wit and reafo^ing, and ict 
off with art and eloquence. They crpeAed 
^onvidtion m i\itir o'WH wayj and judged of 
doArirtes by the oratdry and the dif^uiatim of 
thofe who taught them :— was it riot to be 
cx:pcded, would the difputers of the world 
Urge, that a perfon fent from God, would 
remove all thofe difficulties which philofbphy 
had furnifhed on every fide ; and clear up all 
thofe doubts, and thofe irttricacies which have 
ib long been a fubjec^ of vain inveftigatioft 
aiid debate by the learned part of mankind ? 

Why. 
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Why has he not fet us right ki hiftary, given 
us a better fyftem of politics, and folvcd thofe 
complicated problems, which have perplexed 
the mbft able mafters of erudition ? Why has 
he not difpelkd the obfcurity that envelops 
the firft principfks of things, and explained 
10 us the being of a God^ and the nature of 
the human foul i 

But further, had he been the perfon h^ 
jl^retended to be, can it be fuppofed he would 
have hQtn forfaken of God, and perfecuted by 
man ? Would heaven and earth have thus op- 
pofed him^ if he had not deferved it : and is it 
not inconfiftent with the perfeftions of God, 
that he (hould permit fuch a heavy ftorm to 
fell upon the head of his blefled Son ? 

The Greth therefbte, the men of fcienct, 
ftopped their ears agamft the call of the 
Gofpel; fuch a fimple, artlefe inftitution, 
accommodated to the underftanding of the 
moft ignorant, unadorned, without any fhevif 
of knowledge or v^fdom; the Author of 
which was fo difgracefully put to death, and 
its teachers poor illiterate men,^ feemed foolifh- 
nefe to perfonvwha valued themfelves on 

their 
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their wit and fubtilty, and was thought totally 
unworthy of their attention. 

Thus in either inftance, had the miniftry* 
of the Gofpel been the power and wifdom of 
men, it would have met with their approba-* 
tion, but as it diredly contradifted their 
darling prejudices, they rejefted it with dif^ 
dain: but while it was obnoxious to the 
bigotted Pharifee, and folly to the opiniatecj 
Greek, it was in reality the power of God^ 
and the wifdom of God. 

For with refpeft to the "Jewsy the miracles 
which our Saviour wrought during his abode 
pn earth, were every way equal to thoie by 
which Mcfes, their great legiflator, had proved 
the truth of that authority God had given 
him. The many wonderful operations which 
accompanied the doctrines he taught^ and 
which were above th^Jkill of man to contrive^ 
and above the power of man to effedly were 
an undeniable evidence of his divine miflion 
and authority. He conftantly appeals to them 
himfelf ; — * the works that I do,' fays he> 
• they bear witnefs of me )' — and the ruler 
of the Jews confefled, no man could do thofe 

' miracles 
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miracles which he did, except God were 
with him. 

> What think you of reftoring the lame, 
giving fight to the blind, opening the ears of 
the deaf, and loofening the tongue that was 
dumb ; of curing the moft inveterate difeafes, 
atid even raifing thofe who were dead ? And 
all this was done with a wonderful air of 
godlike majefty, injiantly and with a word.-^ 
He faid unto the leper, * I will, be thou clean,* 
and immediately his leprofy was cleanfed.— 
He only faid to the ftormy wind, and the 
raging fca, * peace, be ftill/ and the boifterous 
elements obeyed. — He gave the powerful 
word, * Lazarus, come forth ;' and the dead 
jtoan inftantly arofe. The miracles which he 
wrought were alfb very numerous; and dif- 
played, not before iomt few feleSl friends only, 
but, as Saint Peter tells the Jews, * in the 
midji of them,* publicly, and in the face of 
the fun. And what do they manifeft to every 
impartial inquirer ? Are they the works of an 
imppftor \ of the mere fbn of a carpenter ; a 
wretched crucified mortal? Are they not plain * 
iparksr of the interpofition of heaven ? Are 
they not the moft convincing and fatisfadtory 
I figns 
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figns which it can enter into the heart of maif 
to afk ; and an iivfallible proof of the divine 
authority of that religion, which has, by 
virtue of their accompanying influence, beea 
introduced into the world,^ and propagated 
among mankind ? 

And as to the Greeks, who a^<5ted to refl 
their opinions folely on reafon and argument ^ 
the GbfpeK tho' not delivered with that arti- 
ficial eloquence which they fought, nor in 
the form of fyftenty in which every thing i* 
orderly difpofed, proved ilfelf to be a doiSrine 
in all reipedts truly worthy of Gk>d^ 

Our Saviour undertook not to inftrudl mtn 
in the methods of fecular advantage, political 
knowledge, or fcientific fpecuiation :— 4ii» 
dodtrine was intended for much nobler pur- 
pofes ; — not to exercife the head, and furniftv 
matter for the curious, but to purify the heart, 
and give wifdom to the fimple. He came to 
recover a fallen race of creatures, out of a 
ftate of ignorance and vice ; to rcflore them 
from guilt and condemnation to the fevour 
of God, and to* prepare them fcH- immortal 
glory. Lofl: and bewildered in the labyrinth 

of 
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of (in and folly, how were they to regain their 
foad to happinefs ?— Totally fallen off from 
their allegiance to their Almighty Sovereign, 
by what poflible means could they be reftored 
to his proteftion, and recover his regard ? — 
To all thefe interefting qneftions, the doc- 
trines of Chriftianity give a moft comfortable 
anfwer* It difcovers to mankind that Al- 
mighty Governor of the univerfe, who waa 
indeed a fort of unknown God among thofe^ 
who made the higheft pretences to wifdom : 
•—it reconciles to our apprehenfion the dif- 
ferent attributes and relations of God, in or- 
daining the fufFerings of Chrift :— it fully 
proves his ik.xiQ.juJiice^ and his ttnditx mercy : 
— it difplays, in the ftrongeft manner, his 
unchangeable deteftation of fin, by not grant- 
ing its forgivenefs on any other conditions, 
than the facrifice of his only begotten Son ;. 
but at the fame time, it proves his wonderful 
love and compaflion, towards his degenerate 
children, in thus providing for them fo ample 
and fo valuable a propitiation. Inilrudlions 
fo perfpicuous, examples fo pure, affiftancea 
fo efficaqious, expedtations fo glorious, and 
confolations fo abundant, arc to be met with 
in no other difpenfation but that of the 
I 2 Gofpel ; 
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Gk>fpel: it calms the troubled confcience/ 
and diflipates the fears of guilt, it carries our 
thoughts forward to a future ftate, and in-' 
ipircs the mind with a hope of immortality^ 

Tell me, ye boafters of reafon, what has 
nature ever donp to difentangle herfelf fron> 
the bonds of doubt and darknefs, in which 
Jhe was held !r— Tell me, ye ancient Greeks, 
the maftcrs of philofophy, who carried arts 
and fciences to thd utmojft height, and ex- 
celled in every part of human wifdom, — what 
have you to offer to your difciples, equal to 
thefe confolation$, thefe promifcs of the 
Gofpel ! 

The Gofpel therefore is not a fchemc of 
human policy ^ or a cunningly-devifed fable ; 
not the offspring of chance^ or the produft of 
^ild fancy y zni entbufajiic invention; but a 
revelation from heaven ; a revelation of truth 
and grace to man, and to thofe who * arc 
tailed, both Jews and Gentiles,' notwith- 
ftanding the mean condition, and the igno- 
minious fufferings of Chrifl, he k known 
and acknowledged z^ * the power of God, and 
the wifdom of Gad.* ' 

4 By 
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^y thofe who are called^ cannot be under^ 
ftood any particular perfons in preference tp 
others ; as if, by a mere arbitrary adt, fome 
were invited, and others excluded ^ as if God 
had abfolutely determined fon^e particular 
perfons fhould willingly receive the .Cofpel, 
and fome others difdainfiiUy rejeft it, without 
having it in their power to do otherwife.— 
O, let us never form ideas fo injurious to the 
divine perfeAions !'— Let us never entertain a 
dodlrine, which contradiiSls all pur notions of 
jujiice and goodnefs, and deftroys all the mo- 
tives which can be urged, either in confirm- 
ation of our faiths or as incitements to , ouf 
obedience^ 

The meaning is plainly this, that as nmny 
jas are of. a teachable and tradkable difpofition^ 
and endeavour to k«ep themfelves free from 
thofe falfe principles and vicious prejudice^ 
which darken the underftanding of others i— 
^s naany as have candour and honefty, fo that 
the precepts pf Chriftianity may enter with- 
out difficulty, take root, and flourifh abun- 
dantly;— fo many as are thus qualified, are 
faid to h^ called, — to lijien to the call, and obey 
I 3 . the 
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the invitation of the Gofpcl ; — in fhort, to be 
converted, and bccopic Chriftians. 

* God would have all men to be faved/ feys 
St. Paul. Again, ^ Chrift died for ^//,'-— and 
again, * He is the propitiation for the fins of 
the whole world/ Every individual there- 
fore, has a right to lay claini to this glorious 
promife ;— for the eyprefs words of fcripture 
are, * God fo loved the world, ^hat he jgaye 
his only begotten Son, that nvhofoever bclieveth 
in him, fhould not perifh, but have ever- 
lafting life / and that the nsoorld^ all mankini;!;^ 
through him, might be fayed. 

To you, and me, and eyery perfon who i« 
called tp the profeffion of Chriftianity, to all 
who have heard the g|ad tidings of the Gofpel, 
Chrift is a propitiation gracioufly pfiered on 
the part ctf heaven tp our acceptance ; and if 
we be not wanting tp ourfelves, we fhall ex- 
perience him, amidft all the difhonoyr^ of his 
crofs, to be indeed the fotjoer and ^wifdom of 
God unto falvation, 

Bui however extenfive be ^he offer, there 

f re conditions for us to perform, that we may 

5 |)9come 
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become fuitable objcds of this wonderful 
grace. — 'Exuberant as the divine mercy is, 
without faith and holinefs we cannot be par- 
takers of it Y — unlefs we live unto him who 
4ied for us, — in conformity to his fpirit, to 
his authority and laws, to the great views of 
his endearing ' love, his death will profit us 
nothings 

He died indeed/d^r the ungodly 5 — not how- 
ever to fave them in their ungodlinefs ;— he 
died to fave us from fin, that we might live 
Mnto righteoufnefs ^- — he died, that the image 
of God might be again imprefi^cd upon the 
human mind, and man be ix:fi:ored to the 
4ignity and pleafures of the divine life.^-^ 
Indeed it would have been abfojutely con- 
trary to the perfeiflions of Gpd, — it would 
have published to the world ^n appearance pf 
indulgence to the fins of maokipd, had th^ 
Almighty apcepted any facrificc for our ^va^ 
tk)n, independejit of our own tamper aad 
condu<3: : — but the Gofpcl> far from en- 
couraging men in their evil practices, is 
adapted in a particular manner to ftimulate 
thofe very afFedionsof the mind, which are fo 
fil)foluteJy neceflary tp om acceptance with 
I 4 Gpd^ 
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God, that without them, no expiation can be 
of any fervice. 

What can be a ftrongcr argument, or have 
more of efficacious influence to deter men 
from fin, than the fufFerings and death of 
the Son of God upon the crofs ? — See him 
faftened to that crofs, his hands and feet 
pierced through with large nails, by which 
the whole weight of his body was fufpcnded. 
— See him, with mock royalty, crowned with 
fharp thorns, whofe every point forced a 
flream of blood from his facred head, while 
an infulting multitude reviled and fcofied at 
his excruciating fufFerings; andaikyourfelves, 
what it was cxpofed the Son of God to diis 
amazing fituation. — It was fin ;— yes ;— ' He 
was wounded for our tranigrcflions,' he ^ was 
bruifed for our iniquities ; he made his foul 
an offering for the fins of his people ;* and 
in his lafl expiring groan,— a groan which 
fhook the earth from its foundation, and burft 
the dreary manfions of the grave, — in that laft 
groan, what an abhorrence of fin was de- 
nounced, — what a powerful declaration of its 
obnoxioufnefs to the will of God I All the 
harangues of moralifls .upon the deformity 

and 
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and folly of fin, can never reprefent it in fuch 
an aflfe(fting light as the death of Chrift.— 
Read it written with the blood of your Sa- 
viour on his crofs, and you cannot make a 
mock at it, you muft fhudderand (brink into 
nothing at fuch a guilty thought :— and while 
you look at him^ as dying for the remiffion of 
your fins, you will refolve to fin no more. 

And at the fame time that you thus fcrioufly 
refledl upon his deaths endeavour to catch a 
fpark of thofe amiable graces, which adorned 
his life : — fct him' before you in every endear- 
N ing light, and let the fame mind be in you 
which was in him, — ^While you are fet at the 
foot of his crofs, and contemplating his love, 
i-efolve to obey his conunands, to imitate his 
example, and follow him as your guide to the 
Father, till you experience the happy efficacy 
pf his mediation, till all pride, envy, and 
wrath be totally extinguifhed, and the meek-* 
nef8» piety^ and love, and all the virtues of 
your Saviour, be exemplified in your own 
temper and cbQver&tion. How ihould it en«» 
gage ypu to enipty yourfelves of all fwelling 
thoughts, to mprtify your fondnefs for the 
glittering phantoms of this world, and teach 

you 
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you the great kffon of humility ;— to con* 
fidcr him^ your Lord and Mafter, appearing 
in the meHneJi circumftances of humanity, 
leading an indigent life, and fubmitting to an 
infamous death. 

He was cloathed with mortality, and di- 
vefted of it, without experiencing any of its 
honours, its luxuries, or its pleafures ; — and 
what other reafon can be affigncd for this, 
but rfiat he might elevate uS above fuch tran- 
sitory andi infufficient things, and prove to us, 
by hi^ own contempt of them, the inftability 
of their joys, the falfe luftre of their glory, 
the unproiitabknefs of their riches, and all 
the vacant nothingnefs of z, vain world. Wc, 
therefore, who profcft to be his followers, 
jnuft fall very Ihort of that profeflion, when 
we are fwallowed up in the purfuit and ?ll-» 
joyoient of them. 

How fliould it alfo animfite U6 to fubfnit 
to the ajfflidliiig; haiid qf Gpd, and to bear 
the trials and calamities of lifc, and the iij- 
llignities and injuries of the wor|d with pg-» 
ticnce and firmnefs, — to reflect that he cn-r 
^ured the ppn tradition 9^ finners againft 

himfelf, 
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himfclf, antj wa$ made perfedt through fuf- 
ferings I 

And laftjy, how (hould we be excited to 
cherifli a tender concern for the welfsue of 
others, and exert our abilities for the relief 
of the neceffitous, while our eyes are fixed 
upon him, whq, though he was rich, yet for 
our fakes became poor, that we, thrpugh hii 
poverty, might be rich ! — When we fee him 
condefcending to the moft ftupendous abafe- 
inents, and bearing the deepeft diftrefs, inerely 
^o ferve thp purpofes of goodnefs ; are we not 
conjirainedzs it were to undertake any work for 
the happinefs pf mankind ? When we fee him 
foftened by benevolent aifedtions, and diiTolved 
in pity, do not pur hearts alfp melt ? Do wc 
pot relent at the afflidions of our fellow-- 
creaturas ? Whilft we take a view of his con- 
defcending gppdnefs, we cannot Hop pur ears 
againll the cries of the unfortunate. The 
lamentations pf the widow muft awaken our 
iympathy ; the pleadings of the fatherjefs wiU 
fprpe their way to the beartt 

I (hall therefore not folicit in vain for thofc 
|)itiable gbjedsi whgna it is my duty upon 

this. 
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this occafion tp recommend to your favour *. 
They are not vagrants and common beggars i 
they are not counterfeits and impoftors, but 
the poor inhabitants and hqufe-keepcrs of the 
pariih, who are reduced by various caiifes to 
the neceffity of impbringyour kind afliftancc. 

Many of them have been accuftomed to 
cafe and plenty, whofe circumftances there- 
' fore are peculiarly bitter, and whofe neceffity 
pleads the more ftrongly for fuccour, becaufc 
they are the leaft able to reveal their mifcry, 
and make their diftreffes known. Many of 
them are finking under the accumulated 
weight of poverty and difeafe i and wearing 
out their days in a fad variety of pain; but 
your liberal contributions may make their bed 
eafy in their afflidion, and reftore them to 
health. Many of them are poor unfriended 
wretches, befet with large families; ftruggling 
in vain with the difficulties which furround 
them, and dying perhaps of a broken heart ; 
into whofe wounds you have now an oppor- 
tunity of pouring the balm of comfort, to 
refrefh them in their dqpkrting houf; and 

♦ Preached at St. James's, ClerkenwcU, when an an- 
nual coUcdlion was made for poor howfc-kecpers, 

whoii 
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whofe laft prayers may be offered for the hand 
which gave it. 

Let then the holy fervours of charity ex- 
pand your breads : retrench fome ufelefs pomp 
and extravagance, deny yourfelves the fhort- 
lived indulgence of fome appetite, fbme 
trifling and gay diverfion, that you may re- 
deem the poor and the afflicted from that 
load of life, which deprefleth all their induftry; 
that you may raife the heart which is finking 
beneath the weight of grief; and revive with 
refrefhing fhowers, the barren and dry land 
where no water is. 

May much peace and happinefs reft upon 
the head and heart of every one, who thus 
wipes away the tears from the eyes of the 
afflicted, and caufes the widow's heart to fing 
with joy. May the blefling of him that is 
ready. to perifti come feafonably upon him.— 
May he find an abundant recompeilce in the 
divine favour, and experience that mercy from 
his Creator which he fhews here to his fellow- 
creatures. — The Lord comfort him, when he 
(hall be mofl in want of it, on the bed of 
^cknefs, in the hour of death,, and in the day 

of judgment. 

SER^ 
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SERMON Vin. 



ON THE JUDICIAL APPOINTMENT 
OP CHRIST. 




. John v. 22* 

7bt Father judgetb no tnan ; but hath com^ 
mitted att judgment unto tjoe Son. 

T^HAT every individual of the human 
race will be hereafter brought to an 
equitable and impartial trials and a fentence 
paflfed upon him according to his prefent 
temper and condud; and that the right of 
judging was immediately in God, who gave 
inen thofe rational and moral faculties which 
render them accountable creatures, — has been 
in every age the plain doiftrine of reaibn.— 
But the light of nature could never, by its 
own flrength and'penetration, point out to us 

all 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



128 0/ir ^e judicial Appoiritment of Hhriji. 

all the particular circumftances of that awful 
' day, and determine how God would exercifc 
that right and authority. It could never 
prove that he vfoyxXA himfelf execute this ju- 
diciary power ; and provide for mankind in a 
future fkte by his own immediate agency :— 
on the coijtrary, it might have been pre- 
fumed, that the management of things in the 
next life, would be in fome degree fimilar to 
that we fee in this. For as throughout the 
various occurrences of this vifible world, we 
often find the Almighty accompli/hing his 
defigns, through the medium of other caxifes ; 
aiid the exchange of good offices hetweeh 
mankind, in their neccffary intercourfe one 
with another, is the channel through which 
Ae divine . bounty and mercy are frequently 
conveyed to his dependant creatures : we arc 
led to apprehend, that the events of anotherx 
life, and the divine purpofes in regard to our 
future fituation, would be accomplifhed by 
the intervention of fome particular authority : 
—that fome Mediator would be appointed 
between God and man, and the adminiftration 
of the final judgment,, be committed to \ 
power, endued with every qualification for the 
execution of fuch an arduous taik. 

Difputes 
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Difputes on this fubjeft have been innu- 
ftierable, but now all the difficulties are re- 
moved, by the plain fenfible reprefentation of 
it in the Gofpel : w^e arc no longer under any 
uncertainty, as to the per/on who fhall then 
prefide ; — it is no other than Chrift himfelf. 
— He, who in this world took upon him the 
form of a fervant, in the great day of the 
Lord will become our Judgey and demand a 
ftrid: account of all our thoughts, words, and 
aftions* 

^he defignatioh of our Lord to. this im-» 
portant office, is frequently reprefented by 
feveral typical defcriptions, and many eafy 
fimiles, fuitable to our finite capacities. He 
is defcribed as an hulbandman, gathering the 
wheat into his garner, and burning the chaff 
with unquenchable fire .-^ As a bridegroom, 
receiving the wife and excluding the fooliflx 
virgins.---^ As a mailer, diftinguifliing theier-* 
vants of his family ; rewarding the faithful, 
and punifliing the unprofitable •-^A« a (hep- 
herd, dividing his fheep frorri the goats, 
placing one on the right hand, and the other 
on the left, 

K But 
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Bat we are infiamied of this truth, not 
onfy by (wc\i Jigures and alluftons^ but aHbhy 
feveral exprefs declarations y that the execution 
of the divine juftice and goodnefs, in a life 
to come, ift committed to his immediate in- 
fpeAioil and care. He has himfelf afluredus 
in thcL text, * the Father jiidgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment to the Son/ 
The apoille Paul tells us, * we muflt all ftand 
before the judgment feat of Chrift;'— ^nd 
St. Peter declares, that * He was ordained of 
God to be the Judge both of the quick and 
the dead :'-^that is, of aH mankind,^ of all 
pajt ages, as well as prefent, and to come.^^ 
There; are ma«y other paflage^ in feripture, 
which it is needlefe to enumerate, all fpeak- 
ing the fame fenfe, and proving the truth of 
this propofition, that the affair of judging the 
world i& put into the hands of our Redeemer, 
and that all things relative to our eternal ilate> 
will be traniadted and accompliihed by hipx. 

The appointment of our Saviour to. this 
office of diftributing the bleffijigs of eternity, 
is to be underftood, according- to the exprei^ 
declaration of fcripture, as a digni^ and 
honour conferred upon him, on account of 
6 the 
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t)i^ purity oif his Jif?, and h^ obedience uptg 
death i-r-^of his eoipjiiog intp the worldji to 
Undertake the wprM of o\xx ir^deniptioi^, 2^xA 
patiently iju^ergqing all th^ ip.^mities ^a4 
ipijr?ri?s of hum^ nature* 

When all niaiikind had fallen {hbrt df fhaf 
inpaeencei^ in which they ww originally 
fprmedj JWi4 Were left ^ prey to death arfd 
fj^rditiofi; Vfh^n thei;^ wag no created being, 
ijL b^a,Y?ni qr on earth, endued with fuificient 
woft^ aijd ability, to 6pien the pit of d?ftf uc- 
tigfl, ^4^4fMfci*^^ t^^ ritipjipjroua inhabitants 
of the gr^i^i?jTT-th?^ bleff^d Son cff Qpd gr^- 
. cioufly unxjprt^pk i^i^ redeem mT Ipft e^tife- 
*er4Ie tmpticid bimCelf of tjbke glqry b? had 
^itb^ tb? Father bgfor? the world wgs^^ qnd 
afluiniog fwph a body a$ oijr ji^ be^aine fubje(3k 
to fufFeringSj and was in all points tempted as 
we arcs j ^4 bi?irtg fji^^ perfeSi by fuffering, 
haVWg' fimi^edf his pourfe gf ^ffliaipn, he was^ 
rewarded by a glpjripus r^furreiftion from the 
d^»d y received up qn higlj to the right hand 
of Qpdj^ 9^4 jjiY?%!i with all power in heaven 
an4 in earth. * Tl^erefo^e,' faith St. Pgm|^ 
* <5q4 h^tji liighly t%2l!itt^ hirp, &nd giver^ 
kHf> % ;^ifl^ &bQV# every narj^t' mtbis A^orid, 
K a or 
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6v in that which is to come: and he hath 
committed all judgment unto him, and ap-^ 
pointed him to be the great difpenfer of thofd 
rfewards, which his infinite goodnefs has laid 
up in heaven for them that believe and obey 
the GofpeL- 

And this appeal's to be a very fuitdbU and 
proper reward of his great fubmiflion and 
fufferings; that he, who had been treated 
with the bafefl: infolence by the tnoft infamous 
of men, Ihould return in the glory of his 
Father, attended by mighty angels : — that he, 
who had labdured under the burden of mor- 
tality, who had defcended to the loweft hu- 
miliations and abafements, fliould be exalted 
to the higheft honours, to be a Prince and a 
Judge, and to difpenfe eternal retributions^ 

' A further reafon of Jefus Chrift being ap- 
Jiointed to this office, is, that he may declare 
the fighteoufnefs and equity of it :-^not that 
this alters the ruky by which we rtiufl be 
judged :---but it is matter of cbmfort to con- 
fidef, that he who knows whereof we arc 
ihade, who is fo well acquainted with thofe 
trials and temptations, with which our natUre 

il 
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Is furrounded, is to be the final Judge of oiir 
jconduift ; and who, we have the ftrongefl 
reafon to believe, will fhew us all the lenity 
of wdbich our crimes w^ill admit, or the terras 
of evangelical obedienp? will permit. 

The fcripture UngMage is very eypreflive of 
this comfortable icjea 5 for wherever his fecond 
appearance is mentioned, he is ftylecj by his 
human nature, Man^ 2ind Son of Man. — * The 
Son ofManihsXi f^ndfprth his angels /-r-Th?n 
fhall ye fee the Son of Man coming ;' — and 
' God h^th appointed a day, in which he will 
judge the world, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained/ Our Saviour himfelf alfo tells us, 
that this was the reafon why he was appointed 
to try mankind, becaufe he was partaker of 
the fame nature with them ; and that the 
Father hath given him authority to execute 
judgment, becaufe he is the Son of Mm^ 

This efFe&ually fhews the jufice of the 
future judgment :-r-in matters of temporal 
concern, no mode can be mpre equitable, 
than that we fhould be tried, for any offence 
pr mifdemeanor we have committed, by ppr- 
ipns oeai'ly of our own fituation a^ rank ; 
}C3 they 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



i 34 Ch tie ju^d Ap^bhimmt ifCby^, 

tlitey bfeihg tb* Iftcrfl ^<^^ttnt judg^s^ whit 
felloWafic^ iii^J^ be ttiatie to the paf li^^r 
cli^cumfl^ircfes of ptfr H:mn%t^ohs i fer is 
Aey theWifelveis are $x^(^ to thfe i'^ifte temp- 
tations, and liable tp tb^ feme <ni&6ftdi^, 
they will be ready to admit every palliatiotit 
as far as is eohfifldfit With wifiJolfti ind i»e<ai. 
tude.^With refpeft 16 ihv final ftit^, ^e 
<iafe is iimikr 5 >ve ifhall bave one to b6 "cmr 
jfi^^i?, ^o was made^^, ian^ dwfelt *tft^g 
tt« ; who perfcifrty knb*^ ^H our <itc?am- 
ftances, ^nd is well acc^iiainted Wi A thfe iyy*tt4 
Weakness of our nature frHybo, thoHi^ he 
has ftfc^dted up 6n high, i!s ftJH ^ur ^pbttt-r 
paiflionatfe fHpj^> and remembering h^ ^)^s 
pn<:e * i ftiah of ifo'rro'^Jv^/ w4H |)iP^ hei¥f«tn 
finilty, ^hd not t5c0rcife ^is j^ii{^fy|)btirfer 
like la f-/^/^ an4 ./J^r^ rna'ftfer-:-^ t^4t «4itt 
^hfe ft^o^e ftys of btefi ^6 bur lfe^/& J^^> ^? 
applicable lik^wife to this f^'ppin'tpifelA 1 ^ *fte 
who can be touched with 0ie feeling of our 
iftfinhjties 5' for he * Vriis in all po&rtstdn^jpted 
like a$ W0 are / i^nd therefore wiji haye cCflfft- 
paffion on the ignoraftt, aitd on them «hsat 
ire out of the way^ for that '* he himfeif aUfq 
i^s fiomfwilTed abpi^t with infemi^/ 
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That this great provmce of j^udging man- 
kind at the general audit, fliould be put into 
the hands of one who had affumed their own 
nature, and fhewcd himfdf their moft attcn-* 
tive and compaflionate friend ^ is a confti- 
ttttiom plainly expreffive of the merciful w^ 
Mentions of God, and muft be highly grateful 
-to the heart of man. For had the Almi^ty 
left it to our eledtion, into whofe care we 
would truft our eternal welfare, and to whofe 
■determination we woul4 willii^ly fubmit our 
rftnal happinefs pr mifery^ — on whom could wb 
have fixed ? — Can humaji reafon or imagina- 
tion have conceived any one fo eligible to this 
liigh and glorious office, as the man Chrift 
jfefus, whofe moft affedionate concern, is 
the falyation of mankind ? — Will he ever lay 
^ifide hk% mercy and lo'^e^ — that love which in- 
duced him to quit the iiianfions of blifs, on 
purpofe to redeem and fave wretched finnersf 
What a Iblid fatisfidtiofi, therefore, does this 
ndoflirine afford to creatutes weighed dowi^ 
iwith the infirmities of mortality, and finking 
4tnd6r.a ffcrong convi6tion of fheir own 4e- 
i^ncrits ? HoaV greatly does it alleviate the 
4«it0r8ofguUt, reviv? the timid and djejeiftcd 
4i?art, wd i%«ak peace and comfort to the 
K \ trQubled 
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troubled confcience? Every text of confola- 
tion the fcripture fuggefts, we may with 
humble confidence apply to the judgment to 
come; becaufe we fhall be judged by that 
Gofpel which contains them all ; we fliall 
receive fentence, not according to the rigour 
of the lawy the rigour of ftridt unrelenting 
juftice, but with tendernefs and equity, ac^ 
cording to the covenant of grac^ and mercy. 

It muft be c.onfefTed, however, on the other 
hand, that this very confideration, is not 
without terror to the finner -, for though the 
divine mercy gives ground of hope and con-^ 
fidence to the Jincere^ yet it ought to fill the 
obftinate oppofer of his grace with dread and 
horror ; for it is a fearful thing to anfwer for 
ourfelves to bim^ who knoweth all the work- 
ings of th^ human heart, and marks the exaft 
boundaries between frailty and periierfenefs \ 
— ;^to anfwer to him who diediov us, for having 
crucified him afreih ; — to anfwer to him for 
rejed:ing his Gcfpel, and difobeying his laws ! 
And furely whjn we refledt that pur all de- 
pends upon. i\ic judgment which h^ fhall then 
pafe, and con; der the rewards ancl punifli- 
fKpnts of mother life, "we cannot but cherifh 

tj»9 
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the moft anxious folicitude, to avoid every 
behaviour wHich may offend him, and tp 
praftife every virtue which can recommend 
us to his approbation, and procure a favour^ 
able fejitence from the heavenly throne. 

Permit me to afk. Low jfhall you appear, 
upon the laft awful day ? — What anfwer will 
you give to Chrift when he calls you to trial ? 
—Retire within yourfelves, and ferloufly alk 
your own hearts, — '* Am \fit to appear before 
my Judge ? — Have I adted agreeably to th? 
defigns of him who made me, and who diei 
to redeem me ? — Has it been my care to wait 
after his example, and to purify myfelf as he 
i5 pure ? 

* With rei^^ed: to my mortal part, have I 
kept it free from the pollutions of a linful 
world; if not, can thefe members^ which 
have been given up to fip, be made the ni^m^ 
bers of Chrift 's kingdom in glory ? 

And with refpeft to myfouJ, is it not barrea 

©f all ufeful improvements ? Is it furnifhed 

^ with any thing but images of gaudy trifle^ 

cerpicious foJliep^ or corrupt inclinations ?-^ 

3 Will 
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Wiil not that undue love of i5?nfiial or worldly 
gratifications, which I heve k>ng indulged, 
tanfit mc for the |)ure xnjcymesit of heaven, 
«nd preclude me from thofe happy regions 
into which there ihall never enter any thing 
that defijeth ? — C^n I hide thefe things from 
my Judge ?^r-Can I ^aft the veil crf'hypocrify 
tovcr them ?--^Can I influence my Redeemer 
tb pa^ then^ by?"— Oh np ! degeive not 
your&lws, your heart is open to his inipedion, 
he fearches the fecwt xeceflibs, HI the turns 
fcnd windings of iX 5— your inward teAffer, as 
wdl as youmut^Mitd cdndt0^ flafl be brought 
Into jttdgntentj and not only every a^ion df 
your /j/^, but every fhek^ht that is hartianred 
ip your breajlj will have its portion in eftablifh«« 
ing your external doom, 

Confider, hdd the ttjeffenger of death beeta 
Ifent for A fiiddefily, ftftd taken you in the iial\ 
career c^ ^ your faMoiuble fblito, what 
would have b'^en y^ur &te ? Suppofe the great 
fcene to be now difplayed before your eyes j— f» 
4cc the Son of <3k)d coming 'm <he clouds of 
hisraven, wkh all the ftriking 5circutnftanccs of 
4plendid ibvereignty 5— the wo^W diflblves,— ^ 
4he heavenk p^s away^^i^^e ^elements rarilt 
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it^h fePftiA h^t^'^Hid tiiat )ire in tiie graves 
hear hi$ voipe> — the fea gives up its (k&4, lind 
all nations are gathered before his throne, 
|h«t every 0i$e «Aay be jxjd^ aecofdmg to 

' If <^* rightebtft ca^ fcancely be fayed/ 
ft6W Aall the ttii^^odly and the fihfter appear ? 
U^^py lettatures !->- While th^y trembln 
beforfe €he folettWi thronc^^M'hat 4s beponte 
<ef theif p^ pleafures P-t-rWhat is btconye of 
^eir K¥^l-th ai^d joHity, and ibf thofe fenfiia} 
^^synsems', fdr vHiii^ tlfey iacrifieed the 
Ifte eortfeftt of ia^» ^ frttendfhip of their 
1^> aa^ Cfl^ ^Ivatl^a idf ti^eir fottts .^ 

ABd>f<4iat »««> '^^an y*&« Ainit ^ t^c pjca* 
tan^tof flSftf Wai Aoi fach a view ifliiw^. 
-diatdy ^flbl^e «^ cifaarm^ «»d d|t»v the ^^aS. 
M hAz^x^ iof belog beigu^ed by the folk ea- 
phantuftBtttf Wiii it Itot tear every iiatefal 
iadbdion ^Kun its ^os^ 6>ftfe&^ and^ialet 
yoii^ ihriiik tyvith ti^fof from every tem{Aatfon 
to eviJf Stirely the proved -wf ihe ^/feawf 

' Y*\^ ^ Bern tt^t? * lift if ^^fttUen wi«h 
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thefe ideas. You mufi ftifle refleftion, or for- 
iajcefin. 

Knowing, therefore, the terrors of the Lord, 
and fetting thefe alarming objedls before you, 
you are called to repentance : — God himfelf 
calk you by his minifters ; it is their indif- 
penfible duty, to warn you of tbofe dangers 
which threaten you, while you continue in an 
irreligious courfe ; — they are accountable to 
God for their miniflry, and whenever they 
negledt it, they negledt their own falvation ; 
for at the laft day, you will rife up to accuie 
them I yop will then cenfure them for not 
having taught you thofe plain truths, which 
probably now you are offended to hear ; but 
this muil have no influence upon thjeni ; they 
are unfaithful fervants to their great Mailer, 
if they do not exhort, admonifli, reprove.-r- 
I call you therefore, by God, to repentance ; 
•^if it comes not in this world, to amend your 
Jrves, and fpeak peace to your hearts , it will 
come in the next, to add keener mifery to 
your afHidted fouls. O refolvc then imme* 
diately to quit every jfinful habit, and bring, 
your paffions under due fubjeftion 5— -if you 
fprfafee jrour fins, thejr fliall 41 l?e t)lotted out, 
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^they fhall be burled in the depth of the fea, 
-—they fhall never rife up againft you. And 
as you go on to increafe in purity of mind, 
^nd holinefs of life, God will increafe your 
comfort, and enable you with ferenity and 
calmnefs to look forward to that awful day, 
when your Saviour fhall appear in fupreme 
fnajefty. 

Indeed, to obtain the favour and applaufe 
of the great Judge, is the only laudable am- 
bition; and to gain an entrance into the 
celeftial world, where our Saviour fits en- 
throned at the right hand of God, is the 
fummit of our higheft wifhes, the only objedt 
Worthy our purfait. For what are all the 
dignities and grandeur of this prefent ftate ? 
Were they even to center in one man, how 
Snfignificant would they appear, when com- 
pared with the glory of being applauded by 
the Sovereign Judge, in the fight not only of 
the whole human race^ but of the whole in- 
telleSiual world f-^iioMV eminently honourable 
wUl be the lot of that perfon who fhall be 
accounted, in fuch an augufl afTembly, one 
whom God approves- ! — And what an abun- 
daftt recompence, for all the fcorn and re- 
proach 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



14^ On tke judicial Ap-pQtntmenf of CJ^^a > 

{>rogch witlj^ which th^y have h^en tr?a,te4 bjf 
ipa^a ; and fo* ?kU the ft^af p trl^U i^rwl. *fHi(a;ion9 
ifsfhicb the Haiid of God, m?r<fifuUy fqvere,^ 
ha^ been pleaded ta fey upon thqpi ;^whati ail 
4biin4^< ^€eomp^ntQ will k b^, (o be openly 
juftyi^d m^ acquitted before men and angels ;l 
and to he^ that ^racipiisf fentencc, * Conae ye 
blelTed of my F^atlier, inherit the kingdon^ 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
wertd/ 



^EJt, 
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ON TH5 iNPLUfiKCES OP THB SPIRIT* 



% Th5S9. v. 19. 
^ench not the Spirits. 

npHE fcaft of PcntecoH Is a memorial ta 
*^ us of that wonderful efifuiion of the Hol^ 
Spirit upoa the apoftks, which took pkce, 
ia confequence of the affeftionate pr(;»nife* 
jaoade by our Saviour on the aear approach of 
Jiis afceofion, that he would fend them aiiothor 
^ Comforter^ who would abid^ with theaa for 
ever ;.**a Comforter, who would revive titeijf 
drcMping hearts, andftiraulate them toacQflk* 
dud: becoming his difciples ;— a Comforter^ 
who would abundantly compenfete the lofs 
th^ ^t^Quld fuikia; who would accompany 
them. through all the trials andpecfecutipi^s^ that 

fliould 
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Ihould befall them^ and extend his faving iri-» 
fluence to thoufands of fucceffive generations* 
This wa$ indeed i recompence Worthy of our 
Lord ; — this was to infpire the fons of men 
with the operative power of his own divine 
cflence. Working in them to will and to do of^ 
Jiis good pleafure. 

.To the apoftles and primitive difciples, who 
Were drdained to fpread the Gofpel over theJ 
world, this efFufion was accompanied with 
miraculous gifts ; fuch as, fpeaking with 
tongues, (which indeed alone wbuld have been 
fufficient to evince a fupernatural agency, 
fince, of all the^ fciences in the world, that 
of languages is the leaft capable of an imme- 
diate attainment ;) prophecying, healing dif- 
"cafes, and the like: by which they were 
enabled to demonftrate the truth of their com^ 
iniiTion ; to fpread abroad the Gofpel with 
authority ; to enlighten the Gentile nations, 
and to raife them from a ftate of fin and 
bondage, to a ftate of grace and holy freedom* 

Chriftianity was then in its infancy, and 
nothing but fuch irrefiftible convidions could 
have wrought its rapid progrefs and eftabliih-- 

ment. 
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itaent. On the firft day of their miniftry, 
* there were added unto them three thoufand 
fouls \. and afterwards, * daily fuch as (hould 
befaved:' but as the Gofpel diffufed itfelf 
over the earth, though the neceflity of fuch 
forced acknowledgment y fuch fenjible tejlimony 
diminiflied, the communications of the fpirit 
were ftill afforded; they have been continued, 
through intervening ages to the prefent period, . 
and will aifuredly abide with us for ever. 
We may be very good Chriftians, without 
the ability to heal the fick with a touch ; we 
may be animated with an aftive and vigorous 
principle of faith, and yet if we were to fay 
to the mountain, * be thou removed and caft 
into the fea,' it (hould not obey us. Kis in- 
ternal fandlifications are neverthelefs our own ; 
and are equally productive in all who zealoufly 
pray for,^ and cherifti them, of thofe graces 
and accpmplifhments which render men the 
objedts of Almighty regard. 

Agreeably to this, all that is excellent within 
us, either moral or religious, is. afcribsd to 
him' ; and all pious difpofitions and habits of 
the mind, — ^all the virtue^ and ornaments of 
a Chriftian life, are called the fruits of the 
L fpirit* 
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fpirit. ♦ The fruit of the fpirit,' fays the 
Apoftle, * is in all goodncfsand righteoufncfs 
and truth.' And again? * the fruit of the 
fpirit is love, joy, peace, long-fuffcring, gentle- 
ncfs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance/ • 

But in whatever fenfe we underftand the 
word fpirit in the text,— either as the per/on 
of the Holy Ghoft, or as the gifts and graces 
produced by him, it cannot, in ftrid pro- 
priety of fpeech, be quenched, extinguifhcd, 
or put out. The expreffion is figurative, and 
very juft and applicable j for the Spirit is in 
fcripture compared to A^ J— it defcended at 
firft vifibly in the appearance of fire j and 
continues with us by a powerful and efficacious 
affiftance, in which a ftrong refemblance ma3F 
be difcerned : for, as fire, when quickened 
into flame, imparts both light and heat j fo 
the Spirit, if we properly attend to Its im- 
pulfes, flieds the ray of intelleaual light upoa 
our underftandings, and by its genial warmth^ 
draws out our nobleft facukies into adtion. 

As that noble element penetrates into the 

moil fubtle parts of bodies, and confumes 

their groflfeft particles, melting and refining 

6 tl»e 
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the moft fblid metals i lb the powerful energy 
of the Spirit, mollifies the heart of an obdurate 
iinner, and purifies it from all fordid and 
earthly afi^e<flions. And on the other hand, 
a$ fire is quenched by the element, which, 
from its contrary nature and operation, is im- 
mediately oppofed to it;— fo, by the fame 
analogy, the metaphor ftands ftridtly applied 
to the Spirit ;— it is quenched^ when his wife 
ends arc defeated, and his kind fuggeftions 
rejedted ; when we become deaf to his calls^ 
and harden our hearts againft his admonitions ; 
for thus we rejift him ; we grieve and drive 
him from us ; and caufe him to withdraw his 
light and influence. 

It highly concerns us therefore to enquire, 
bow the Spirit may b« quenched ;— by what 
particular means ^ that heavenly light within 
us may be laid to be extinguifhed. 

In the firft place, errojieous doSirines^ have 
a' malignant efFed: upon the mind. A blind 
attachment to peculiar tenets, to grouhdlefs 
and obfcure opinibns is apt to lead men into 
abfurdities ; to deface the beautiful fimplicity 
of the Gofpel, and to diifufe ignorance aiid 
L 2 corruption. 
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Corruption, inftead of knowledge and virtueji 
Such miftaken fentiments and opinions indeed, 
as are the mere children of fpeculation, and 
do not in the leaft afFedt the condud:, may be 
imputed to defedtive intelledt, and be deemed 
inofFenfive : but in whatever degree they en- 
croach upon the fundamentals of religion, and 
draw men off from the love of righteoufnefs, 
in the very fame proportion they darken the 
underftanding, weaken the divine afliftance, 
and quench the fpirit* 

Superjiition then, which places religion in 
things wherein it does not confift, or which 
are of no importance to its ultimate defign, 
is one great mean of quenching the fpirit. 
The narrow contradled mind is apt to form 
grofs mifreprefentations of the nature of God, 
and to pervert the plain fignifications of fcrip- 
ture j — it is led away by the oftentatious dif- 
play of external rites, and ceremonial forma- 
lities, in which devotion has little or no (hare; 
and exercifes all its powers, in fathoming 
obftrufe myfteries, which human wifdom is 
not permitted to penetrate, rather than in the 
honeft belief of incontrovertible truths, and 
the fingle praftice of the duties of holinefs. 

From 
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From fuperftition has proceeded thofe favagc • 
tortures, and fevere penances, which men 
have been led to inflidt upon themfelves. — • 
From the fame caufe, that fpirit of perfecu-* 
tion, which hath unpeopled nations, and 
overwhelmed their land with blood. — ^And 
from hence, that intemperate zeal in men^ 
which fets them at enmity with thofe who 
differ from them in opinion, and uncharitably 
excludes fuch from all title of inheritance to 
the kingdom of God. When a man's prin- 
ciples lead him to imagine, that equivalents 
may be fubftituted for religious integrity, and 
that a certain fomething^ ^ which his deluded 
imagination chufes to adopt, will balance a 
uniform and fubftanti^l goodnefs ; — when he 
can effeft in himfelf tlie perfi^afion, that his 
offences againft heaven may be expunged with 
earthly drofs ; — that, of confequence, his 
licentioufnefs may keep pace with his worldly 
poffeflions ; and that an impious and immpral 
life may be expiated at his laft moments, by. 
the vain babbling of foolifh and mercenary 
men, and all the mummery of pjieflcraft j.t-^, 
when he can thus fubfcribc to the afTumption 
of Almighty prerogative, by impotent hu- 
manity, and reconcile himfelf to fuch a train 
L3 of 
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pf abfurdities,-Hioes he not moft audacioufiy 
abule the noble faculty of reaibn^ with which 
God has endued him> and apoflatize the 
dignity of his nature ? Do not fuch notions 
evidently tend to deiile the confcience^ and 
to enfeeble and cprrupt the judgment ? Have 
they not a nialignant influence to put out the 
iight of the inner man, and lead his blind- 
ne& to deftruiftion ;— to deftroy the principles 
of a rational and vital pletyi and undermine 
the fbundatic^^ of fecial virtue ? 

Ejfthufiafm is another mean of quenching 
|he fpirit ;— the proper notion of this, is, an 
^travagant pretence to its partiality; — the 
boaft of an infinitely-fuperior dqgre^ of diviiie 
illuroiniitioii than that with which good naeja 
arQ ufually enrichfsd y and a vain diipky of the 
powqr of ills fancied impulfes. It is eafy to 
conceive, that fuch a religiouft imm^y ffeould 
be. prod.u<ftive of an abundance of error and 
mifchief ; and that fuch an empty flaew^ its 
fulnefs^ ihould difguA the j^nrit^ aod dsmt, it 
wi^irdy awajj^. 

That Ood fliould ^xMt a fpark of \m own 
Kfpkndency^ to che^and improve the naliore 

; •, ., of 
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*of man, is agreeable to the pleafUre he took, 
in forming him aftier his own image ; — there 
can be no enthufiafm therefore in believing 
that the Almighty ftill irradiates our intel- 
ledual capacity, with that degree of mild 
iuftre that is beft fuited to our limited know- 
ledge and imperfeft ftate ; that he affifts us in 
reforming evil habits, fanftifying the hear^ 
and replenifhing it with the fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs : — but the enthufiaft is full oifudden 
fuggejiionsy Uxovig fenfible impreffions^ certain 
extraordinary fervors and tranfports ; and 
aferibes th^m all to a direSi infpiration from 
heaven* He pretends to converfe with the 
Stiprende Being ; — to have immediate accefs to 
him ;— to be the highly-favoured of his God ; 
-*j-4o live in the bright beams of his glory, 
irid at cerlSaih times, even to become his 
aBual refdenc^.—^Ht profefles to have heard 
voices ; and to haVe received revelations of a 
contrary tendencjf, to that light and thofc 
do^rines,' which are the authenticated will 
of God, mid anfw'erable to every purpofc of 
tem|>oral and eternal lu^pmej(6t We can only 
£iy of iucb, that their underfUndings are 
alienated ;—ti»irrationil powers abforbed ;— 
Itfdedlion, with all its fober train, is dif-. 
L 4 lodged i 
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lodged ;— the feat of judgment is overthrown ; 
— the mind is carried rapidly away, under the 
fuppofition of a divine energy, without at- 
tention to any thing elfe as its guide; — the 
phantafms of a difordered imagination take 
poffeffion of that temple originally dedicated to 
all that can adorn and dignify human nature ; 
and the whole internal fcene is chaos and 
confufion. 

But can ^ny thing more plainly indicate the 
extinftion of common fcnfe, of right reafon, 
of celeftial grace, than thus to be governed 
by the irregular fallies of a heated brain? 
Can any thing be more eminently deftruftive 
of the expanfion of thofe primitive faculties 
with which our nature is endued ? Can any 
thing more abfolutely contradict the limple 
and prevailing tenor of the Gofpel, which 
recommends deduced principles, purity -of 
condud:, and uniformity of life, than for men 
to build their hopes of heaven upon the i»- 
ftability of a wandering fancy ; and to give 
to their incomprehepfible feelings, and un- 
accountable intimations, the exalted appella- 
tion of fupernatural inftindl, whiki in reality, 

they 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



. On the Influences of the Spirit. 153 

*■ ' 

, they owe their origin to weaknefs of head, 
jmd weaknefs of heart. 

This is indeed diredly oppofite to the mo^ 
tions-of the Spirit. — Far from pouring vehe- 
mently upon us, Hke an impetuous torrent, 
which bears down all before it, he works 
gradually and kindly, fhedding his virtue, like 

. dew upon the heart. He adts in a way agree- 
able to the conftitution of our nature, gentle, 
foft, , perfuafive ; he leads his children, but 

, does not impel them ;— he warms their affec- 
tions, but does not /W/2j7w^ them ;— he con- 
vinces their reafon, but does not reftrain their 
will. Thus good men may be under his 

. guidance, without diftinguifliing it ; — they 

, may be conduded fafely to heaven, without 
perceiving on th?ir way, the power that in- 
clines them. 

Do not therefore diftrefs your minds with 
. grpundlefs fears, and erroneous opinions, that 
. you have not yet received the Spirit of God, 
.and enjoyed l?is influences, becaufe you caij- 
^ not tell how they are excited, and in what 
manner they 1 are produiStiye of their end ; or 
becaufe you cannot talk fo confidently and fo 

familiarly 
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familiarly of divine impulfes, as the proud 
and prefumptuous fanatic i^fTcds to do ; — our 
blefled Saviour hath taught us thus to de- 
^rmine the critical queilion, whether we are 
born of the Spirit, — not hy fenfithi and bodily 
conviAions, ftrange ecftactes, and faptures^ 
irrejiftible compuljionsj and the like : but by 
the moral change which is wrought in the 
temper and converiation > • the tree is known 
by the fruit/ And St. John gives lis this 
infallible rufc ; * we know that God, by his 
jpirity dwelletb in us, if we keep his cofitt- 
mandmcnts/ We muft judge therefore 6f 
the divine infoftons, r^ither from the ^ffe£t 
produced ^ than from the method oi producing 
it. Though the fublime Creator, and his 
means of Communication with his creatures, 
are hidden from us; though wt cannot fee 
God at any time, and the adtiohs of grace 
are not diftinguiftiable from the operations of 
our own minds ; yet the commfunication is 
manifejii and there arc certain /r^2i^, whether 
we have received, and are influenced by the 
Spirit, or not. There may be ftrong «ri- 
preflions, violent agitations, and ecftatic joyis, 
where yet there is no efficacious and faving 
alteration in the foul' : but where 4 man cin 

trace 
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trace in himfelf the genuine fruits of the 
Spirit^ in a renewed heart and life; where 
there is a confciouihefs o£ an undiflembled 
love to Godt a fincere good- will to naan, and , 
a regular and fteady purfuit of virtue,-^— he 
may refl fatisiied that the Spirit is working 
within him, thou^ his agency is imper- 
ceptible. 

And kftly,-r-all wilful and deliberate Jim^ 
have an evident tendency to quench the fpirit: 
for, notwithftanding the vmety of them, to 
which men are tempted, and which, accord- 
ing to their degree and connedtcd circum- 
iiances, are either aggravated or extenuated, 
yet; every aftion which at the time the pcrfoa 
commits it, h^, knows, ox believes tobefinful^ 
muft neceffarily produce this eiFedl; as it 
plainly evinces a total difregard of the pro- 
mises and threats of the Gofpel, and a de- 
terrotined choice of darknefs rather than light i 
it Aifles the voice of confcience, conten^ns 
fov^ereign authority, aad fets God at defiance^ 

Bat efpecially thofe fins which arc emi^ 
Bfiilitl)5 called the works of the ^^, are tref*. 
paifi^ agajoii: con? fpiritual iieiftrudor. FldMy 

lufts 
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lufts ijoar againft the foul. They not only 
have a natural tendency to enervate its powers, 
and' bring it into bondage, but they grieve 
the Holy Spirit, whereby we are fealed unto 
the day of redemption. Know ye not that 
your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghoft, 
that is in you ? But furely he will not con- 
tinue in that peribn who abandons himfelf to 
thofe criminal excefles, which are fo contrary 
to the purity of his nature ! He will not 
refide in a heart which takes pleafure in fen- 
fuality ! He cannot reign in the kingdom that 
is fubjed: unto fin. The Holy Spirit of dif- 
cipline will flee tumult and deceit ; he will 
remove from thoughts that are without under- 
ftanding; and will not abide when un-^ 
i;ighteoufnefs cometh in. 

If it fliould be enquired here, whether the 
Spirit is quenched fuddenly and at oncey and 
whether a man falls into this deplorable ftatc, 
upon any one wilful tranfgreffion or not ; the 
anfwer is, that the finner does not becoine 
immediately\i2xAtn^Aj nor is the divine affiftance 
withdrawn in hafie. Sharp remonftranccs, 
an^^ fecret reproaches are firft offered to the 
heart; the danger of fin, and the dread of 

God's 
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God's difpleafure are reprefented to the mind ; 
good thoughts are fuggefted, and pioUs affec- 
tions are excited for the reformation of the 
evil pradice and the converfion of the offender. 

Thefe may perhaps make fome impreflion, 
and produce good refblutions, and vows of 
renewed obedience : but growing by degrees 
carelefs and unguarded, — being enticed by his 
lufls, and drawn by the deceitfulnefs of fin, — 
one vicious gratification producing the incli- 
nation to a repetition, and the reflraint being 
weaker than before, he ventures on a fecond 
tranfgreflion. As the commiflion of the 
fecond was accompanied with lefs reluSlance 
than the firft, fo it is attended with lefs 
remorfe \ — he relapfes again and again, ftill 
rendering his recovery more difficult, and his 
refloration more languid and incomplete. The 
charms of virtue are now feen only at a dif- 
tance and indiftinftly ; and the pleafures of 
vice come forward to the view, and throw 
out all their attra<9:ions ; the remonflrances of 
the heavenly teacher are proportionably lefs 
frequent, and afford lefs weight, driving only 
by gentle ivhifpers to reclaim him : but he 
(huts his cars againft \%s faint didtates, and 

his 
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his eyes againft furrounding danger, and ruM 
headlong down the broad way diat leadeth to 
dcftruftion ; his heart is more and more 
eftrangcd from God ; the celeftial life within 
him diesy for want of its fpiritual nourifhment, 
and he at laft lofes the poijoer as well as the 
inclination to reform. All is now obfcurity 
and peril; all is defolation anddefpair. The 
lamp of wifdom is extinguifhed, and the Holy 
Ghoft is departed. 

And is this, the man who was made in the 
image of God ; endued with a fpark of im^ 
mortality, formed for an intercourfc with 
angels, the adoration of his Creator, and the 
everlafting beatitude of his prefence ? Is this 
the glorious temple which was once dignified 
with the radiations of a divine Spirit, and 
confecrated to the pure fcrvice of the great 
Supreme ? Alas ! how changed, how defaced^ 
how abandoned! Chaftity and temperance 
are driven from their guai^ and the entrance 
is thrown open to every bold invader, ^vcx^ 
polluted gucftj the paffionsrun wild; :com-^ 
motion and deformity rear their heads, where 
bqauty and order ufed to reign * the fane is 
enveloped in clouds and thick darknefs; the 

holy 
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holy fire is goae out ; the brightnefs of the 
divine countenance is (ten no more. 

But it may be afked, — is it withdrawn, 
never to return ? C^n the Spirit be fo quenched 
that its vital heat is irrecoverable? That its 
heavenly flame can never be enkindled? And is 
it in vain for men to take any fteps towards 
their own amendment ? No ;— the cafe is not 
fo defperate ; there is yet hope concerning 
the moft hardened finners 5 God wajteth to be 
gracious to them> and is unwilling that any 
one fhould periih. Would they put on ftrong 
refolution,asmen preiTed by extreme neceffity; 
—would they humbly proftrate themfelves 
before the throne of mercy, pour out the wail- 
ings of a broken fpirit, and a contrite heart j^ 
earncftly implore the renewed vi/itations of 
grace, and firmly refolve to a£t in concurrence 
with itsimpulfes; he, who willeth not the 
death of his creatures, but had rather they 
ihould repent and live, would again fhed his 
comforts around them ; his light would once 
more dawn upon and cbear them ; his breath 
would infufe into them animation and vigour : 
he would raife and cftablifti their hopes of a 
Wifsful eternity, and they fliould find them- 
felves 
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fclves ftrong in his ftrength. Be earneft then 
for the blefling, and ye fhall abundantly re- 
ceive ; feek, and ye fliall as certainly find. 

We may learn from what has been faid^t 
that the Spirit does not aft upon us, by way 
of compuljion-, bearing down the freedom: of 
our will with a force not to be refifted ; for 
even under his influence we retain our moral 
liberty, and our intentions and- aftions are 
ftill the refult of our own choice. We 
may encourage or flight the good things 
which he fuggefts ; we may liften to his 
mild and gentle voice, or overpower it : it 
is with ourfelves to beflow the vidlory on 
our paflions, or on our reafon. Indeed irre* * 
fiftible impulfes are wholly incompatible with 
the condud: of free agents, or the fyftem of 
rational religion j they fap its foundation, by 
ftriking at the root of morality, and annulling 
the eflentiar properties of virtue and vice ; 
they are but another term for abfolute bojidage.y 
apd the worldling may as well attempt to 
palliate the enormity of his crimes, with the 
plea of being inftigated by an irreflflible impulfe. 
This grand privilege of will is confirmed by 
feveral paflages in fcripture, which diredt us 

not 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On the Influences of the Spirits i6i 

not to grieve, nor drive the Spirit from us ; 
and particularly by this exhortation of the 
Apoftle,— * Quench not the Spirit.' 

Let no Chriftlan therefore indulge himfelf 
in a fatal fecurity, and prefumptuous con- 
fidence ; — let him not think that he is under 
the immediate infpirations of the Holy Ghoft^ 
and cannot ad: amifs j for while all he has of 
goodnefs or of happinefs flows from this 
fource, yet is he to purfue his way with fear 
and trembling. Neither let him indolently 
repofe himfelf in the vain expeftation, that 
grace will be ever imparted, without zealous 
defires for, and endeavours after it : our fuf- 
ficiency is indeed of God ; but we are not to 
be vciQ.xt\Y pajjroe under his influences : wc mufl 
work together with him : there is doubtlefs 
required a joint-efficiency, — a co-operation 
of the divine afliftance, and our own agency. 
And although we have the annexed fatisfac- 
tion, that it is God that worketh in us to 
will and to do of his good pleafure, yet we 
are ftridtly enjoined, to work out our own 
falvation ; which injundion evidently denotes 
on our part, the liberty of choice, and the 
power of obedience. 

M We 
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We ftiould therefore endeavour to cherifh 
thofe fpiritual gifts and graces which are 
bcftowed upon us ; and to improve more and 
more in thofe aiFedtions and virtues which 
conftitute a real Chriftian. We fhould grate- 
fully acknowledge the efficacy of the Spirit, 
and at the fame time urge our own praftice 
' of holinefs as its confequence : and while we 
place our truft and dependance on the mer- 
cies of God, and the redemption of Chriftj, 
we fhould adl, as if an eternity of blifs de- 
pended on our moral conduct. For, as the 
Apoftle fpeaks here of quenching the Spirit, 
fo, in his Epiftle to Timothy, he fpeaks of 
fiirring up the Spirit, which alfo alludes to 
the motion of fire ; and in this inflance the 
metaphor holds as clofely as in the former ; 
for as it is necefTary for the prefervation of 
fire, to put it in adion, and recruit its decay ; 
fo, to maintain the pure glow, and genial 
warmth of the Spirit, we mufl flir up, and 
fan every pious thought and inclination, and 
accuflom ourfelves to every good word and 
work. As well may the hufbandman expeft 
to reap where he has not fbwn, as a Chriftian 
to be rich towards God, while his heart i| 
barren of every charafteriflic duty. 

2 The 
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The way to grow in grace is to clear th6 
mind of every noxious weed, every evil paf- 
fion, that vitiates the foil, and leaves no room 
for better things to expand and flourifli 5 — to 
fubdue and temper it for the reception of 
good feed ; and to cultivate the genuine fruits 
of the Spirit, which will afluredly ripen and 
increafc into a plentiful harveft. For we art 
fitly framed together, and every part is cor*- 
refpondent one with another; — corporeal 
health, and finewy ftrength increafe by ha- 
bitual aftion ; — the powers of the underftand- 
ing are confiderably enlarged by refleftioa 
and enquiry ; — and the faculties of the foul 
acquire vigour and animation by the exercifes 
of devotion and univerfal benevolence. But 
as exertion produces ability, fo, difufe occa- 
fions imbecility and degei^racy y — from thofe 
\<^ho megleft and difregard it, the Spirit will 
turn away 5 — his holy fervors of affedtion can 
never refide in a cold and languid breaft ;— 
his irradiations of knowledge will retire' from 
the inattentive and thanklefs mind ;— Kis be- 
nign influences will ceafe to fhine, where 
they afford no chearfulnefs, no comfort. — 
Here every pure fentiment, every noble prin- 
M 2 ciple 
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ciplc will peri(h, and a general unprofitable- 
nefs and fterility will prevail, 

Purfuc therefore the means of religion 
with unremitting diligence ^ and particularly 
thofe which are beft adapted to promote the 
intereft of real godlinefs in the heart ;— read 
the Bible frequently ^ make it your delight ; 
meditate upon it, and ftrive to render your 
life its exadt tranfcript; — let God be in all 
your ways, and omit no homage due unto 
Jiim ; — fufFer not your eyes to meet the morn- 
ing light, nor to clofe themfelves in fleep, 
without humbly addrefling the great Author 
of your being, and fupplicating his aid and 
protedtion -, — pour out your wants before him; 
-^place in him an implicit confidence ;— and 
often withdraw from the hurry and vanities 
of the prefent fcene, to recoUedl your fcat- 
tered thoughts, and fix them on a duration 
without end ; fo fhall you continually carry 
with you into the world a frefh fupply of 
grace to help in time of need, and be able to 
repel the aflaults of every temptation. You 
muft attend conflantly and reverentially the 
public ordinances of divine worihip; and 
take every oppcrtunity of repairing to the 

table 
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table of the Lord, where the heavy-laden 
may reft ; — the afflidled find confolation j~- 
the timid and irrefolute be encouraged and 
ilrengthened ; — where faith is eftablifhed ;■— 
love is unfeigned ; and we are endued with a 
fpirituality of fentiment, an elevation of foul, 
that is the beft antepaft we can experience of 
immortal and infinite blifs. 

Thefe are the means of enlivening the mo- 
tions of the divine Afliftant, and rendering 
his influence eflfeftual ; — ^and by a vigorous 
attention to, and afliduous application of them, 
we fhall be enabled to .prove, that we have 
indeed the Spirit of Chrift dwelling in us, by 
bringing forth its fruits in all goodnifs, 
righteoufnefs, and truth ; by growing in 
grace, and uniting with, our faith, all the 
Chriftian virtues. Thus (hall we receive the 
quickening beams of his light; — thus will 
he come and purify our hearts, and be again • 
our companion, our guide, our comforter. 
He will burn up every inordinate afFeftion, 
and kindle every holy defire with the bright- 
nef3 of his prefence ; he will help us forward 
in the paths of piety and holinefs, in the 
times of danger and difficulty; — he will, 
M 3 according 
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according, to our Saviour's words, ' take up 
his abode with us ;— till, leaving the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to thofc 
which are before, we fhall attain the glorious- 
mark, the prize of the high calling pf God 
in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

May the Father of light, from whom every 
good and perfedt gift defcendeth, be pleafed 
to (lied abroad his fanftifying influences on 
our hearts, and grant that we may never, by 
falfe principles, or unworthy pradices, quench 
the facred flame of his Holy Spirit, and 
caufe him to withdraw from us his divine 
communications !-r-May he preferve our bo- 
dies in honour, as pure temples dedicated to 
his fervice, that he may comfort and abide 
y^rith us for ever !— and may we endeavour, 
by a diligent ufe of the appoiated means, ta 
engage more and more his efficacious afllft- 
ance ; that by communion and fellowflaip 
with the fame Spirit, and through the merits 
and death of pur bleflTed Saviour, we may be 
Taifed to drink in immortal vigour and joy, 
from the everlafl:ing fountain Of both^ through 
the boundlefs ages of eternity* 

S E R- 
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SERMON X. 



ON THE DUTY OF SELF-EXAMINATXONt 



Haggai i. 7. 



T^hus faith the Lord of Hojis, Confder your 
Ways. 

T T appears at firft view, wholly unneceflary 
to enforce a duty, fo awfully delivered, and 
fo clear in its import ; the obligation to which 
is fo univerfal, the advantages fo greats and 
the incitements to it, from our very frame 
and conftitution, fo ftrong : yet how feldom 
do men call their ways to remembrance, and 
confider what behaviour reafon, and religion 
require of them : not that they proceed with 
any fatisfadlion ; — that they believe thei con- 
dudt to be honourable, and their condition 
fefej but they are poffeiTed by that giddy 
M 4 ipirit 
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fpirit of diflipation which is gone forth into 
the world ; and fo entirely taken up with the 
follies apd^mufements of this life,: that they 
have neither time to alk, nor inclination to 
anfwer the? queftions which they ought to put 
to themfelves concerning another^ 

It is an a^ clearly correfpondent with reafon, 
a necelfary and immediate duty oi religion y for 
every man fometimes to recoiled: himfelf, and 
think attentively on his general conducft. To 
what purpofe were we endued with the faculty 
gf thinkings if we wafte its valuable proper- 
ties, and do not employ it in ad;ual thought ? 
To what purpofe was the revelation of the 
Gofpel given, if wp fail tp ma|ce yfe of the 
light which (hines round us, for the dirpftien 
of cur paths, and the regulation qf our lives ? 
Wherefore were ws ennobled with fuch vaft 
papa,cities for intelledtu^l purfuits, if we fol- 
low only the obje<Sts of fenfe ? .Wherefore 
. W;ere we made but little lower than the angels, 
if we degrade ourfelves beiieath the brutes 
that perifh ? T^i^efe iqdeed have pQ power of 
l-qflpftion ; no idea qf creation, nor its end ; 
no fenfe of divine things ; no internal law gf 
f pftf aint|, ^ npr appreheqfion of future confq- 

(juencesj 
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qucnces ; — they are guided and governed by 
inftind: alone, and that impulfe is fufficient 
to every end of their being: — but man, fu- 
perior man, is favoured with higher prero- 
gatives : immortality is fet before him i — an 
infinitude of blifs is held out to him ; and he 
is wifely qualified to run for, and obtain it. 
He is fupplied with intelligence of right and 
wrong ; — with a freedom of will to chufe and 
to refufe \ — with ftimulatives to a good, and 
menaces againft an evil courfe. He can in- 
veftigate caufes and efFedts^ — ^poflefles the 
powers of knowledge and memory, of retro- 
fpecSion, and anticipation. He can review 
his fteps ; compare his paft and prefent aiSions 
vnth their proper rule ; and form his judg- 
ment, and draw his conclufions accordingly. 

Our pre-eminence therefore over the brutal 
orders, confifts clearly, not in the mere ability 
to reafon, but in a proper and judicious 
exercifey— in the expanjion and improvement of 
it : ^nd as in this cafe it is the boaji and glory 
pf our nature, fo, if we do not maintain its 
dominion over the paflions, but fufFer them 
to rife and predominate, it becomes our grpatefl 
pfproacb and infamy : being men^ ft is highly 

incumbent 
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incumbent on us to Jhew ourfelvcs men ; to 
live like men ; and to feck the bappinefs of 
men. 

And as amidft the allurements of pleafure, 
which every way prefent themfelves, we are 
liable to be drawn afide from better things, 
and fometimes to fall through the deceitful- 
nefs of fin ; — the only means of prefervingy 
or recovering our integrity, is to commmune 
often with our hearts, and confider our ways. 
How can a man difcharge his duty rightly, 
and with fatisfaftion, who never turns his 
thoughts upon himfelf, and obferves what is 
paffing within ? How can his paffions be al- 
layed, while he is ardent in the chace after 
every indulgence, every fenfual gratification ? 
How can he deliberate on the fubjefl: of 
(mother life, and his connexion with it, who 
Js wholly immerfed in the hurry and vanities, 
the bufinefs and enjoyments of this ? It is 
necefiary, therefore, to retreat frequently from 
the tumult of the world, and calmly examine, 
what is good or ill, what is wife pr foojifh in 
our condudl^ 



As 
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As the cautious traveller will fometimes 
v^ftop and refleft upon the tendency of his fteps, 
r—Am I profecuting a right courfe ? — Did 1 
enter this road with prudent dirediona?— 
Have I gpod ground to imagine it will termi- 
nate at the point I wifh to gain ? — If I am 
wrong, is it not advifeable to return by the 
feme track, and recommence my pfogrefs at 
the fpot from whence I firfl went aftray ? — 
or, if I am right, fhould I tiot preft forward 
with more eagernefs and aftivity, to accom- 
plifli my journey with fatisfa£tion ? So we 
fhould occaiionally ftand ftill, as we travel on 
through life ; caft around us an eye of exami- 
nation, and confider our temper and our con- 
daft, varnifliing> nothing, and difguifing no- 
thing : — Am I not heedlefsly running on ia 
the ways of ignorance and error ? Do I leave 
behind me no imrepentcfi fins, for which I 
nHiil, at fome future period, come back with 
l^avy pace ? Are there no omiffions towards 
my Creator? No negledled duties towards 
mankind ? No diftempers of the foul to heal ? 
No infirnMty to ftrengthen ? Or^ am I hap- 
pily proceeding with fteadinefs and uniforhiity 
in the paths of wifdom and virtue? Do I 
regulate my advances by the precepts of 
' ' Chrift? 
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Chrift ? Am I enlightened by the great day- 
Ipring from on high ? And do I go forth in 
the ftrength of the Almighty ? — By fuch a 
ftrift fcrutiny, we fhall be able to difcover, 
not only our groffer faults, but our latent 
foibles; and be led as far as pofli^le to eradi- 
cate them: we fhall cherifli and improve 
every good difpofition, and acquire that peace 
of mind, which is the ftrongeft incentive to 
a perfeverance in religion. 

But it requires the greateft care to make 
this examination properly ; — the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things ; and partiality will 
creep in, and circumvent our endeavours, 
when we are not aware. Such is the prefent 
wcaknefs and degeneracy of human nature, 
that ont judgments are very much warped by 
our aiFeftions ; and we cannot, without ftudy 
and application, difcern our true intereft. — 
We find by experience, that we have a prin- 
ciple within^ which is too apt to take part 
againft us, and to betray us into what is 
wrong, under falfe and delufivc colours;— 
and there is a variety of objedts without^ 
which, reprefcnting imaginary happinefs to 
our view, have a great influence upon our 

minds. 
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minds, putting a falfe bias upon them, and 
inclining them to evil, rather than good. 

To defend ourfelves againft thefe dangers, 
the mental eye ought to be every v^rhere, and 
the workings of the paffions carefully ob- 
ferved ; that by a clofe attention, thofe pro- 
penfities, which are the unhappy fources of 
ill conduct, may be corrected ; and thofe vain 
projects, which often ftart up in the fancy, 
and hurry us into rafli purfuits, may be ex- 
pelled ; that we may fix a juft value on things, 
and diftinguifli, with a true accuracy, what 
is well deferving our choice, from that, which 
only cheats us with a fair appearance, but can 
never yield us any folid good. 

Were this life indeed the whole of our ex- 
iftence ; — were there upon the diflblution of 
the body, a total ceflation of thought, a blank 
extinction of capacity, mankind need hot give 
any interruption to their prefent enjoyments, 
nor mix trembling with their mirth ; — they 
might, like the little infers, fport away their 
fliort lives in a warm fun, and never think 
^pon their ways : — but it i^ far otherwife 
with us j-^aU our paths are before the Lord ; 

. — an 
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— an infinitely powerful and righteous Being 
will bring our wtorks into judgment; and an 
eternity of happinefs or mifery depends upon 
them. Surely, therefore, we are moft in- 
fetuated when we haftily run into any par- 
ticular courfe of adlion, without confidering 
what will be its confequence, and how far 
our immortal profpeft will be afFedted by it. 

Is that man juftly thought 2ifool, with re* 
fped: to his temporal concerns, who never 
looks into his accounts,- nor fcttleS his aflairs ? 
Do we properly call him a madman y who, 
when he is walking towards a precipice, fhut^ 
his eyes, arid hardens himfelf into an infen-^ 
Ability of his danger ? And what fhall we 
think of him, who goes on in a ftupid care- 
lefsnefs about the quality and event of his 
moral condud:, and never ferioufly reflefts 
upon the real ftate of his foul ? 

* When I thought on my ways,' faid the 
Pfalmift, * I turned my feet unto thy tefti- 
monies :' — it feems to have wrought in him 
an immediate reformation: — ^ I made hafte, 
and delayed not to keep thy commandments.' 
Sin cannot ftand the teft of thought*, — ^rt 

cannot 
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cannot refide in the fame breaft with reflection* 
While we are carried vehemently down the 
flream of fenfe, its gaudy images deceive the 
eye, its delufive charms enfnare the afFedtions : 
but if we flop our courfe, and view it in its 
genuine colours, it appears the dishonour of 
our nature, and the bane of all our prefent 
and future peace. Confideration foon pene- 
trates its fhallow artifices ; detects its hypo- 
critical appearance ; flrips it of its treacherous 
allurements ; fhews it in its native deformity, 
and kindles a fpirit of hatred and indignation 
againfl it* It compofes and moderates the 
paffions, improves the reafon, and reforms 
the heart : it cautions us againfl thofe innu- 
merable dangers on our right-hand, and on 
our left, which fo often prove fatal to the 
unwary; it fixes ^ firm religious principle 
of condudl in the mind ; and enables us to 
fill up the feveral charaders of our flation, 
with honour, integrity, and fatisfaftion. 

Man is unacquainted with that vice which 
will not yield to the preflure of ferious re- 
flection; — -which will not /brink from a clofe 
difinterefled furvey : — he is unacquainted too 
with that wrtu£y which will not by th^ 
Y means 
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means of attention and vigilance, acquire 
new ftrength, and vigour, and purity. 

There are tveo general points required of 
of us, of univerfal concern^ and the utmoft 
confequence : — the one is, that we fincerely 
ftudy to find out the right way ; and the other, 
that when found, we walk in it, with fidelity 
and perfeverance. We are obliged, by all 
the ties of duty and intereft, to confider our 
ftate in both thefe refpefts : we are called 
upon to examine ourfelyes concerning our 
faithy and concerning our works : to weigh 
well the principles we maintain, and x!ti^ prac- 
tices we follow. 

The right way, as far as it is neceflary for 
us to know, in order to the co-operation of 
our falvation, is made manifeft ; the ejjentials 
of religion are eftablifhed above the powers 
of confutation ; and hitherto^ we may reft, in 
a comfortable afiurance : but the attainment 
of truth in religious opinions of lefs im- 
portance, is not fo readily afcertained : on the 
contrary, the difficulties increafe, in pro- 
portion to the variety and number of doc- 
trines ; and certain knowledge is not to be 
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fexpefted. Too much thought upon points, 
which are evidently not given us to under- 
ftand, and therefore cannot be of conlequence" 
to our ultimate good, is a wafte of talents and 
of time : we may dive into myftery, but its 
awful obfcurity will afford us no perception : 
we may bewilder ourfelves in the intricacies 
of controverfy, but become neither wifer not 
better. Fallibility is a principal feature of 
the human underftanding ; even of the moft 
enlightened; and notwithftanding all our 
difquifitions and arguments, we have too 
much reafon to believe, that we are ftill in 
many refped:s, the children of darkhefs, aijd 
of error. 

It Is not required, therefore, in this Chrif- 
tian fearch, to poflefs fubtilty of penetration, 
nice diftindtion, andfublime ideas: the grand 
article demanded of us, in refpedt of our 
faitby and the principles of our religion, is, 
whether we poflefs that fjncere love of truth, 
which makes a man diligent^ according to the 
light that is in him, as well as impartial^ ac- 
cording to his pureft judgment, in his en- 
quiries after it. Have we heartily endeavoor^d 
to inform ourfelves aright, concerning the 
N doftrines 
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doftrines of rcafon and revelation ? Are we 
Chriftians by chance^ merely becaufe the 
-Gofpel is cftabliftied in the country where we 
were bom ; — or are we fo by choice ; through 
meditation upon the various parts of that 
divine fyftem, to which we profefs to belong ; 
through a fixed admiration of the excellence 
of its tenets ; a firm faith in the ftability of 
its foundation ; and a ftrong convidion of its 
divine authority ? Are we able (according to 
the precept therein contained) to give a reafon 
for the hope that is in us ? And has our ftudy 
of the Scriptures been accompanied with hu- 
mility and probity, with a becoming diffidence 
and diftruft of ourfelves ; and with ardent 
prayers to God for the affiftance of his good' 
fpirit, to lead us into all truth ? 

r 

We are ftill more capable of confidering 
our ftate, in refpedt of practice-, fince our 
aftions are for themoft part clearer and more 
manifeft than our judgments ; and there is no 
difficulty for any man to difcover the kw of 
his mor^l conduft. Natural confcience, that 
original light, that candle of the Lord, which 
God has implanted in every man's breaft, tells 
him always what it is : and to them who live 
6 under 
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under the illumination of the Go/pel^ the ad- 
ditional precepts given by Chrift, are no lefs 
clear and confpicuous. It is eafy to take a 
view of what is required of us, under the 
fcvefal comprehenfive articles, godlinefs, righ- 
teotifnefs, and fobriety ; — of our duty to God^ 
our fellow-creature, an4 ourfelves; and to 
difcover whether our fentiments and adlion^ 
are conformable to it, by ilriftly canvaffing 
them with thefe and the like queftions. 

With refped to God, — Do we ftudy hi* 
nature and perfections, and cherifh a thorough 
fenfe of his paternal care over us ? — Do we 
Worfhip him with fervent love and awful 
reverence, abounding in all the methods of 
devout application to him ; imparting all our 
wants, and opening all our forrows ? — Do we 
trail in him at all times, and in all circum- 
iiance$, as in a God that is infinitely good 
ind wife, and powerful;— refigningourfelves 
and our affairs entirely to his wife difpofal ; — 
refolving to do nothing, and to be nothing, 
but what is pleafing in his fight ? 

With refpedt to our fellow-creaturesy — Da 

tve lov^ them a$ ourfelves ?— that is, do we 

N 2 purfue 
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purfuc the good and happinefs of our neigh- 
bours with a difintereiled afFedlion ? — Do we 
maintain yw/?/V^ and equity in all our dealings ; 
and do good offices, according to our power 
and their necej/tty^ not only to our friends, 
but even to our enemies ? — Do we, in fhort, 
follow peace and righteoufnefs with all men^ 
and do to them, as we would have them do 
to us ; making our own reafonable wifhes 
and expedations the rule of our condud: to* 
wards others ? 

. And with refped to the government of 
ourfelves, — Do we abftain from all injpurity 
and excefs, and live in habitual temperance 
and fobriety ? — Are we eafy and contented 
about the things of this life ? Are our affec- 
tions and defires intenfely fixed on thofe which 
are above ? — And do we ftrive by all means 
to maintain that felf-government and dif- 
cipline, by which all our paffions may be kept 
in continual fubjeiSion to confcience ? 

Here we fhall be led to go- one ftep fur- 
ther ; to carry this duty of examination to the 
particular relations and circumftances in which 
we are placed } and to confider, whether we 

difchargc 
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difcharge thofe mMt\x2[focial obligations whicli 
arife from our ftation in human life, and 
which are neceflary to the peace of families, 
and the welfare of mankind. 

Am I a patrent ?— Do I then cherifli my 
children with an afFed:ionate indulgent care ? 
—Do I aflift their underftandings in their 
tender growth, and imprefs religious prin- 
ciples upon their minds ; directing the rifing 
paflions to proper objefts, and urging them 
on to laudable purfuits ? — Am I a child ? — 
And do I love my parents with fervent affec- 
tion and gratitude, for their unceafing care 
and anxiety on my account ? — Do I treat them 
with becoming refpedt ? — Da 1 pay a chearful 
attention to their advice, and a ready obedi- 
ence to their commands ; and ftudy to acquire, 
not only a difpofition to be obfervant in all 
points of dutyy but an inclination to oblige 
them in matters of indifference ? 

Am I the mafter of a family ; have I fer- 
vants and dependants ? — What is my behaviour 
to them ? — Do I temper authority with mild- 
nefs; allow them the ^accommodations and 
advantages which their ftation requires, and 
N 3 lead 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 82 On the Duty of Self-Examination. 

|ead them on to .fobriety and fidelity, by a 
conftant face of religion, and all the excel* 
lencies of a good example ?— Am I afervant ? 
And am I then obedient, honeft, frugal, di-r 
ligent, fubmiflive and refpfecSful in my be- 
haviour j and do I form my mind as much as 
poflible to cafe and contentment in that fkte, 
in which it has pleafed God to place me ? 

The fame method of inquiry may he eafily 
extended to all the relative duties and circum- 
ftances of life ; and every perfon, by adapting 
fuitable refleftions to his immediate fituation 
and charadler, may confider his ways, and 
know clearly the ftate and condition of his 
own mind* 

Are -you unwilling to take fuch a furveyof 
your condudt, to turn your thoughts inward^ 
and view the workings of the mind ? — Are 
you unwilling to get a right information of 
your incorporeal ftate, and to open the avenues 
of light and knowledge ?^Th ere is room 
then to fufped: that fomething is amifs within : 
or why fhould the immaterial fpirit, that i^ 
fo curious after general intelligence, fo adlive 
and intrepid in every other refearcb, be fearful 

to 
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to undertake an infpedlion at home ?— And 
while you are hurrying from vanity to vanity, 
to enlarge your connexion s> and form inti- 
macies writh others, vsrhy do you wifli to con- 
tinue utter ftrangcrs to your/elves, and negledt 
to cultivate an acquaintance, the moft im- 
portant and valuable of all, with your own 
hearts ? 

I'bis is the reafon w^hy men fhun fuch an 
intercourfe ;— their courage fails them : they 
ate overcome by mifgivings of the confequences *, 
they fee where it muft end ; — either in re- 
nouncing their vices^ with which they are 
refolved not to part ; or in fearful expectation 
of divine difpleafure, which they cannot bear : 
-^-^and therefore they betake themfelves to the 
poor unmanly refuge of an affedled ignojance : 
like thpfe, who being deeply involved in debt, 
are afraid to look into their accounts ; and to 
avoid the importunities of their creditors, flee 
from their prefence, and plunge themfelves 
ilill deeper into ruin. 

But can you think yourfelves fafe, while 

you are adting a part like this ? Is your danger 

the \&k>y becaufe you are refolved not to think 
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of it ? Will your intoxication, your infenfi- 
bility, afford you any fecurity ? Will it guard 
you from death ? Will it fave you from judg- 
ment ? No : — though you may for a time be 
deaf to arguments, and blind to conviction, 
yet the feafon of reflection will come : you 
muji fooner or later be brought to think of 
thefe things ; — your long feries of enjoyments 
will flio^tly be at an end;— your relifti of 
fenfitive pleafures will necefTarily diminifh 5— 
the tumult of life will fubfide ;— the eagernefs 
of paflion will cool ; — misfortune, ficknefs, 
old age, will compel you to be ferious, will 
force confideration upon you. ^ In the latter 
day,' faid the Almighty, (when fpeaking of 
the folly of feme impenitent finners) * they 
Jhall conf^jier :'^— but alas ! how vaft will be 
then its fuperiority over you ! it will come tQ 
take advantage of your infirmity; to bind 
you, and deliver you over to the tormentor ; 
i — it will come to remind you of the years 
you have miffpent, the gifts you have mifap- 
plied, the lenity you have abufed 3^— it will 
come to prefent God to your view, arrayed in 
^U the majefty of pow^r^ for whom you have 
pot cared y2indi to roll the ftupendous orb of 

eternity 
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eternity before your eyes, for which you have 
made no provijion. 

^ How much wifer is it then to be influenced 
hy perfuajiony when comfort and advancement, 
and fafety fi^cceed, than to be impelled by 
necejjityy accompanied with remorfe, appre- 
henfion, and defpair ! — How much wifer, to 
make a rational ufe and improvement of our 
feveral bleffings and privileges, and to purfuc 
the things of this life, in due fubordination 
to thofe of another, than to ad:, as if this 
was the end of our creation, the whole 0/ 
our being ! — How much wdfer, to gather up 
our thoughts, to keep them under command, 
and apply them to a proper care and guidance 
of our ways, now, while it is called to day, 
while the intelleift is found, and the ability 
ftrong, than to lull ourfelves into a falfe fe-i. 
curity, till we are awakened by danger, which 
we cannot efcape; till old age impair our 
jeafon, and cramp the powers of the foul ; — 
or, till death overtake us, and our feet ftumblc 
Upon the dark rnountai^iSt 

Should it be afkcd, — how often are we to 
f ngage in this work^-r-to examine our hearts, 

w4 
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and confidcr our ways ?— the aiifwer is, that 
a duty fo important cannot be too conftahtly 
put in pradice : but becaufe what is left to 
be done at any time^ is too apt not to be done 
atall, it is prudent to fix fome certain periods 
for this holy exercife. 

We are called to a particular difcharge of 
this duty, by the holy feafon oi Lent, which 
the church has fet apart as a time .of humi-< 
liation; and in which public diverfions and 
entertainments, are in fome degree forbidden, 
that the mind being drawn off irom foreign 
ami^fements, may be more at leifure to obferve 
what paffes at home y and being abftraGcd from 
the 'mrld^ may review its ftate towards God* 

Another particular period,, is the time of 
preparing to attend tb? Lord's fupper, f^n^ 
renew our covenant of obedience with hkn* 
* Let a roan examine himfelf,' fays the Apoftk^ 
^ and fo kt him eat of that bread and drink 
of that wine/ 

The Lord's-day is alfo a favourable oppor- 
tunity for this cxercife ; a day to be feparSted 
from the common occupations and entertain- 
ments 
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mcnts of life, and devoted to the duties of 
divine worfhip, religious improvement, and 
Chriftianxharity. Can you contentedly vraftc 
this day in floth and indolence ; or profane it 
by diverfions and intemperance ; as men who 
have nothing to do with the, Almighty> and 
take no care of their fouls ? How much better 
to employ it to thofe facred purpofes for which 
it was defigned ? How much better to call off 
the heart from the fleeting pleafures of the 
world, and raife it to the contemplation of 
nobler ohjedts ; — to confidcr your ways, to 
form good refolutiofts, and cherifh that reli- 
gious awe and veneration of God, which 
alone caa enfure our everlafting falvation. 

We fhould endeavour indeed to colled: our 
thoughts every morning, and lay down a plan 
of conduft for the day. Before we go out of 
our houfes we fhould afk ourfelves — whither 
am I going ? What employment do I feek ? 
Who are to be my aflbciates I What my 
temptations ? In fuch or fuch circumftance^ 
what, fteps ihall I take, that I may walk up- 
rightly and fafely ? And in the evening, ber 
fore fleep feals our eyes, we fhould afk,— 
vhere have I been ? What has been ray bufi- 

nefs 
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nefs and convcrfation ? What has been my 
temper and condudl ? Has religion been my 
main concern ? Do I fee, do I feel the im- 
portance of it ? And do I fludy every day 
and every night to grow in grace, and become 
wifer and better ? 

Thefe things how^ever arc not to be impofcd 
by any particular rules ^ as the circumftances 
of mankind differ fo v^ridely, they muft be 
left to every one's difcrction 5 only in general 
it is certain, that the more frequently a man 
examines his conduft, asui the more particu- 
larly he endeavours to corred his failures, io 
much the more will his religion be uniform, 
and his obedience complete. 

Amidft the amufements . of a vain world, 
therefore, and a variety of voices founding in 
your ears, and calling you different ways, — 
hearken to the voice of God^ who has thtfr^ 
right to be heard, and who commands you in 
the flrongefl manner by his prophet, to con^ 
fder your ways. Refolve to take a full view 
of your fentiments and practice ) to look freely 
into the dark receffes of the heart, and try 
your thoughts and aftions by the rules of the 
5 GofpeJ, 
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Gofpel. — Refolve to approve yourfelves men ; 
—to walk as becomes the fervants of God, 
and the difciples of Chrift. 

May God infpire us with thefe refolutions ! 
and give us grace to confider and follow the 
things which belong to our peace, before they 
are for ever hid from our eyes ! — And may he 
direft our fteps aright, that we may at laft 
arrive at that happinefs which is the objedt 
of our wiflies, and ought to be the objedt of 
our fupreme care !— To him. be all honour 
and glory, all adoration and obedience, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 



SER- 
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SERMON XI. 



ON THE SUPERIOR EXCELLENCE OF TttB 
GOSPEL OVER THE MOSAIC LAW. 



Romans vii. 24, 25. 



O wretched man that I am ! Who jh all deliver 
me from the bddy of this death ? / thc^nk 
Qod^ through Jefus Chriji our Lord. , 

\/f ANY have been the difputes concerning 
the identity of the perfon the Apoftle 
here defcribes, and from a falfe explanation 
of the words, notions prejudicial to the prac- 
tice of religion have arifen. 

It cannot be fuppofed that he is^ liferalfy 
fpeaking of himfelf, for even he/ore his con^ 
ver/ion, in his ftate of infidelity and outrageous 
oppofition to Chriftianity, his charafter was 

very 
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very contrary to that which is here defcribed* 
The perfon now introduced, fins againji the 
convidion of his confcience ; ackrtowledges 
the law of God to be holy, juft, and good, 
yet at the fame time wilfully tranfgrefTes it ; 
and reproaches and condemns himfelf, even 
while he is fo doing. Whereas St. Paul de- 
clared himfelf to have lived in all good con- 
fcience before God ; his faults were the efFedt 
oi intemperate zeal \ and therefore he obtained 
mercy, becaufe he did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

Nor can the perfon here defcribed be a 
Hhrifiian ftruggling with temptations, and 
giving way to the folicitations of fin ; making 
a profeflion of the Gofpel, without having a 
converfation anfwerable to it : for immediately 
in the moft expreflive language, he is thankful 
that men are delivered from this miferable 
ftate by Jefus Chrifl:, by the help and efficacy 
of his Gofpel ;— the law of the fpirit of life 
in Chrift Jefus hath made me free from the 
law of fin and death ;' that is, hath given me 
power to refift and overcome the temptations 
of unrighteoufnefs* 

But 
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But the whole paflage is plainly intended to 
defcribe an unrcgenerate or finful perfon ; one> 
not yet brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
nor converted to the faith of the Gofpel ; and 
though this character may in the fame degree, 
belong to either Jew or Heathen ; yet, be-^^ 
caufe the Apoftle is here addreffing this dif* 
courfe more immediately to thofe of his own 
nation, the great defign of his argument is to 
humble thofe lofty thoughts they had of 
themfelves, in imagining that they were the 
favourite people of God, and that their law^ 
as delivered from Mofes, was perfeftive of 
all holinefs ; and he judicioufly thought the 
beft method he could take would be to in- 
troduce his fubjedt in the ^rji perfon, and 
Ipeak as concerning himfelfi that he might 
Ibften his addrefs, and give them as little 
offence as poffible.'*— He cries out, therefore^ 
as in the text, * O wretched man that I am ! 
^ho ihall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? I thank God, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord/ 

The chapter frOrh which the text is taken, 

contains a very lively defcription of two op- 

O polite 
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pofite interefts or principles in one man ; and 
very clearly ftates the inward ftruggle between 
our aizimal appetites, and the fuggeftions of 
our vonfcience ; which every one finds in his 
own experience in a greater or lefs degree. — 
One confifts in the propenfities and pajjions of 
the body^ which are fo intimately near, that 
a man finds them alvyays ready for every op- 
portunity to draw him into fin : — the other ^ is 
the rational faculties and afFediions of the 
fouU which are to regulate the inferior appe- 
tites, and refl:rain them within their juft 
bounds. And fuch ia the infirmity of huma^ 
nature, that though mankind, in general, 
may approve of the law of God^ * after the 
inward man,' and their judgment may be in- 
tirely on the fide of virtue^ yet their bodily 
appetites and paflions are continually ftriving 
for the maftery over their fuperior reafon^ and 
too often prove conquerors. 

And hence all men are defedive in that 
obedience which they owe to the laws of God, 
and confequently all ftand in need of divine 
mercy. Both Jews and Gentiles are under 
fin ; and all the world mufi: plead guilty before ' 
9 'h.c 
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the tribunal of the great Judge : for by the 
deeds of the law, (the law of nature as well 
as Mofes) no flefh can be juftified in his fight; 

He proves, in the beginning of his Epiftle, 

that the Gentiles^ who had no revealed law,— 

that is, no particular prophecies, no teacher 

fent from God to inftruft them in what they 

fliould do, were yet ' a lav^ unto themfelves ;' 

and by confulting the law of nature, planted 

in their breafts, knew what they ought to 

perform, and what they ought to avoid.— 

The work of the law was engraven upon 

their hearts by the finger of God ; and their 

confcience alfo bore witnefs to them, in- 

fpedling their behaviour, applauding them 

when they adted right, and reproving them 

when they did wrong. But notwithftanding 

this, they became vain in their imaginations j 

an univerfal depravation pofl^efied their minds ; 

they were filled with every abomination ; their 

confciences were hardened, and they wer^ 

fully bent to work wickednefs. This was ilot 

only the ftate of the barbarous nations, but 

many others, who by their intercourfe and 

dealings with the Jews from time to time, 

O 2 might 
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might have gained fome knowledge of the 
true God ; and even Athens, that great feat 
of learning, was particularly diftinguiflied for 
its grofs fuperftition and idolatry. 

He then proceeds to tell the Jews^ that 
though they enjoyed fome confiderable helps 
for the pradlice of virtue, more than the 
common light of nature had given them, yet 
they no lefs than the Heathens^ were in want 
of a better difpenfation. They boafted of the 
law, and thought themfelves a light to thofe 
who were in darknefs ; they were not willing 
to receive any better reformation ; or to be- 
lieve that any thing could be to them fuch an 
abundant fource of falvation, as what had 
been delivered by their great prophet Mofes. 

The Apoftle, that he might expofe fuch a 
dangerous error, obferves, that the law, in- 
ftead of delivering them from fin, only ferved 
to prove the criminality of their adtions ;— 
that it was not animated by that fpirit and 
life, which can conquer raging lufts, and 
mortify ftrong corruptions ; but that, on the 
contrary, Jin ufed it as an inftrument to fpread 

its 
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its empire, and make its fatal government 
take deeper root in the mind. For, fays he, 
• Sin taking occafion by the commandment ^ 
deceived me, and by it flew me/ That cun- 
ning deceiver employed the law of Mofes 
itfelf, as an engine to work up its projed:s. 
It excited me to fpurn at its unfpotted purity ^ 
and threw me into defpair at the fight of its 
abfolute perfe6lion: it moved me to murmur 
at the ftriftnefs of its precepts, and the 
feverity of its ptmifliments ; and by the awe 
of the Lawgiver's greatnefs, and the terror 
of my own guilt, deceived me into a per- 
fuafion, that my ftate was defperate, being 
incapable of reftoring myfelf to the favoup 
of God. 

Thus the law, though in itfelf holy and 
good^ and intended to purify and exalt my 
nature, proves in reality tjie caufe of my 
mifery : for * I had not known fin but by 
the law,' from which revelation fin become? 
exceeding finful, being committed againft 
fuch a degree of light ; and by this it appears 
that I am * carpal and fold under fin/ — r 
Though my underjianding is enlightened by 

O3 the 
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the law, fo as to * know that in me dwdlleth 
no good thing ;' — though my mind is fo ^r 
convinced, that I conjent to it ; and ^hpugh 
to W//, that is, to refolve on obeying it, is 
prefent with mc, yet to perform that which 
is good I find not. The good which I wijh 
to do, I do not \ but I do the evil, which I 
wifli not to do :— * I find a law,' a flrpng in- 
clination within me, that when I am perfuade4 
and endeavour to * do good, evil is prefent C 
it fprings up habitually within me, and rifes 
with fuch violence, as almoft to beat dowi^ 
all oppofition. With regard to my rational 
powers, I fo far approve the law of God, as 
to delight in it, and defire earneftly to be perr 
feSlly conformed to it ; but there is * another 
lavv' of irregular inclinations, arifing from 
my body, which wars * againft the law of my 
mind,' and ufurping a tyrannical and abhorred 
dominion, brings * me into captivity to the 
law pf fin.' 

Having thus finifhed the defcriptipn of the 
moral and fpiritual ftate of the Jews, an4 
fhevved them, that the very law of which 
fhey boajiedy far from being, capable pf re.- 

leafing 
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leafing them from the bondage of fin, was 
the very means of expofing the guilt of their 
adtions, and condemning them for their dif- 
obedience ; he pathetically laments the ftate, 
with this heart-felt exclamation, * O wretched 
man that I am !' with no better fupports and 
incitements, no higher hopes and comforts 
than I can find under the law ! * who fhall 
deliver me from the body of this death V 

He probably ufes the phrafe, the body of 
this death, becaufe all the fins of which men 
are guilty, and every temptation to evil, arifes 
from ihtflejh ', — all dif obedience ^ whereby men 
offend God, ^nd become obnoxious to the 
penalty of death, takes its rife from the body^ 
the lulls and appetites of our nature. — ' So 
then,' faith he, * with my mind I myfelf 
fervc the law of God; but with my Jiejh, the 
law of fin :* and hence it becomes a body of 
death ; for by our tranfgreflin^ the precepts 
of the law, we become the fervants of fin, 
whofe wages is death. 

Or more probably the term may be ap- 
plied by the Apoftle, to reprefent the weight 
O 4 and 
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and burden of fin and death ; for in the chapter 
preceding the text, he makes ufe of the fame 
manner of expreflion, * that the body of Jin 
might be deftroyed :' fo eifedlually deftroyed 
that we fhould no ipore ferve fin, that it 
fliould have no more dominion over us. And 
thus the body of this death may fignify the 
intolerable mifery of being under the dominion 
of fin, and confequently fubjedt to death. 

How deplorable indeed is the condition of 
ti finner, when he feels the guilt of his fins, 
and groans under the weight of his depravity ? 
r — * O wretched man that I am !' — Death is 
^exceedingly awful, conficjered merely as % 
fiatural evil, independant of any religious re- 
flexion ; — but it * is feven-fqld more to fin-? 
ners/ — To them it is the fpirit of bondage 
to fear. O hpw tremendous, upop a bed of 
ficknefs, tp have our fins — our inpumerable 
aggravated fins, fet in array before ouj: eyes, 
and charged home upon our confcience ! — To 
fee the kirjg pf terror^ approaching ; — death 
on his pale horfe, and hell following with 
him ! — To confider, that when the foul fhalj 
J^e feparated from every prefent objeiS, and 

take 
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take its flight into thofe boundlefs regions 
unexplored by mortal eye, it fhall be naked 
and unprotedled, without any place of ihelter; 
—to refledt that the diffolution of our bodies 
is not the end of our fears, but the beginning 
of mifery indefcribable,— imagination can 
paint no fcene fo diftradting, no torment io 
infuiferable : the exclamation in the text, 
however ftrong and pathetic, falls infinitely 
fhort of exprefling it. 

Is it not natural then to extend our in- 
quiries further? — Can we help being iolicitous 
to know whether there be any means of r^- 
covery put of this miferable bondage ? — 1$ 
there no redemptiony no falvation ! — * Who 
(hall deliver me from the body of this death ?' 

Will you tell me that I can be delivered 
from this burden by the powers of nature ? — 
The abfolute blindnefs and ignorance of the 
nupft learned philofophers, concerning 7^/we 
do<3:rines, and their doubts and uncertainties 
concerning others^ which were eflcntially 
necejjary to bring about the reformation of the 
>yorJd ; and their want of authority to enforce 

what 
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is frequently taken notice of in the writings 
of St. Paul : wha tells us exprefsly, that the 
tenor of the law was^r£Sf and^^fr^) ' T!bis 
do^and thoujfoalt live ;' — requiring a complete 
perfedion of obedience, at which the beft 
men can never arrive ;— -and that the blood erf 
bulls and goats could not wafli away the guilt 
of fin, and purge the confcicnce from dead 
works. 

But the Apoftlc has givetf a comfortable 
anfwer to his own queftion, and pointed out 
the means of recovery from this unhappy 

ft^te; 
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ftatc i — for while in the charaifter of the un^ 
converted JeWy he feeks deliverance from the 
heavy burden of fin, which he carries about 
with him, and laments the defefts of the 
Mofaic law, and the circumftances in which 
it leaves the offender ; that redemption which 
the Gofpel offers fills his mind with joy, and 
he breaks out with rapture, * I thank God^ 
through Jefus Chrifl our Lord i or as it is 
found in fome copies, * the gra.ce of God, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord/ The grace 
of God, or the Gofpel conveyed to the world, 
through Jefus Chrifl, is able to accomplifh 
this great deliverance. There is thepromift 
of pardon^ to be the found^ion of your retura 
^o duty and to God- — There the holy fpirit is 
offered to all to be the conflant guide of their 
lives. It acquaints us, that though we are 
enemies to God, by wicked works, yet he is 
in a difpofition to be reconciled to us ; — ^and 
that the Son of God is the great Reconciler or 
Mediator; that he was the facrifice offered up 
in homage to the Divine Hohnefs, and is now 
our High Priefl, to prefent and fandify the 
forxows of a broken heart, and to fend down 
ftrength and comfort to the penitent. There 

OS 
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IS * now therefore nb condemnation to them 
who are in Chrift Jefus> who walk not after 
the flefli, but after the Spirit/ It provides 
comfort for the laft hours of men, and difFufes 
a chearing light through the valley of the 
ihadow of death. It has removed the heavy 
burden of guilt, difpelled the difmal gloom 
of the grave, and djfplayed to full view the 
manfions of everlafting reft, the city of the 
living God. 

For God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love, wherewith he loved us, even when 
we were dead in fin ; that is, when we were 
labouring under * . the body of this death,* and 
had forfeited all claim to his favour, fent his 
Son, not to condemn the world, but to fave it, 
and to beftow everlafting life upon all thofe, 
who fincerely believe in him and obey him, 

. What great reafon have we to be thankful 
to God for vouchfafing us this method of 
deliverance! — With what lively gratitude 
ought we to receive this moft gracious dif- 
penfation of divine mercy, ^ the law of the 
fpirit of life,' wjxich will fot us free from 

that 
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that lamented captivity to the law of fin and 
death ? With what zealous afFeftion (hould 
we endeavour to fix a firm belief of the Gofpel 
in our hearts ! Do not thefe things awaken 
the warmeft fentiments of love, and excite 
fome fuitable returns ? Ought we not, with * 
fervent gratitude to accept this divine mercy, 
and comply with that grace which hath thus 
abounded unto finners ? Ought we not to cul- 
tivate a vigorous fenfe of the excellent prin- 
ciples of this doctrine of life and falvation, 
and fix them fo deeply in our hearts that they 
may dire6t all our thoughts, and guide all 
our paths ? 

To refift all the alluring temptations which 
the various circumftances of our prefent being 
continually throw in our way; — to fubdue^ 
unruly paflions, which, like a ftrong tide, 
hurry us on beyond our depth, of reafon and 
reflection ; — to purify the heart, that has long 
indulged in fenfuality ; — to bear the afilidions 
of ficknefs, pain, difeafe, and other evils 
which our bodies are fubjed: to ; or the keener 
anguifh of the mind, — ^poverty, detradlion, 
ingratitude, aod the lofs of thofe truly afl?ec- 

tionate 
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tionatc friends, who were dear to us as our 
own fouls ;— is indeed a tafk difficult to per- 
form, and requires much refolution. But if 
Chriilianity were fomething more to us than 
a matter of fpeculation ; if this grace of God 
were to enter into the heart, we fhould find 
an efficacy in it, fufficient to fubdue the law 
of fin, and to raife us up to a fpiritual and 
divine courfe of life* 

5c careful, therefore, left the cares or the 
amufements with which you are furrounded, 
Should prevent yon from fearching into your 
own hearts, and difcovering its frailties ; — be 
earneft in detefting your moft fecret fins, and 
placing them with all their aggravations, as 
plainly to your own view as you would try to 
conceal them from the infpedtion of others^ 
Did we fee fin in its proper colours, in all its 
native deformity ; — and did we really feel it 
as a burden f we fliould not ftand in need of 
many arguments, to perfuade us to fly to 
the Almighty for our relief and comfort.— 
Having received the Gofpel in fincerity j— ^ 
having placed our confidence in God, and in 
- him whom he hath fent, our bleflfed Lord 

an4 
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and Redeemer, here let us fix our ftandard ; 
— here let us reft our faith ; — ^and let it pro- 
duce its genuine efFedls, ^n reforming our 
minds from every finful defire, and in bring- 
ing us to that repentance, which is never to 
be repented of. 



SER:» 
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SERMON -M* 



ON MEEKNESSi 



1 Peter lii. 4; 

Bve/i the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit % 
which is in the Sight of God of great Price. 

nPHE Apoftle dedicates the/principal part 
of this chapter to the inftruftion of 
hufbands and wives, teaching and iticiilcating 
thefe duties, which are requifite to preferve 
the afFedlions of each other> and to make 
them good and happy. The words of the text 
are particularly addreffed to the latter, or 
rather to women in general, as the foft and 
gentle afFedions are more particularly a natural 
plant in their frame. But as meekncfs is an 
ornament, not only to individuals, but to the 
P whdie 
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whole hunun fpecies, and necefliiry to be 
cultivated by all mankind, we fhould confider 
what improvement and benefit may accrue 
from it to our own advantage. 

Meeknefs, confidered as a virtue^ does not 
proceed from any weaknefs of the faculties, or 
merely from a calm conftitutbn, or languid 
ftate of body. It is not that milkinefs of dif- 
pofition, and foftnefs of temper, which fome 
bring into the world with them ; for though 
this muft be owned indeed to be a valuable 
gift from the Author of Nature, aad is the 
moft fruitful y^// for cherifliing theT^'^^J of it, 
yet, as it proceeds from conjlitutiony and not 
from frincifky there i* properly no virtue in 
it ; and it cannot lay any juft claim to the 
title of Chriftian meeknefs. 

Neither does it confift iii a degenerate 
cowardly temper, which fubmits to every 
encroachment ; or \o that fervile cringing 
behaviour which meanly acquiefces in every 
opinion and humour of others. A man, al- 
though he becomes a Chrijlian, ftill continues 
to be a fnan ; and though endued with that 

meeknefs 
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ttieekncfs and Icywlinefs of mind, which the 
Gofpel ib frequently recommends, may, and 
ought to have, a juil concern for his own 
charafter ; and maintain a fteadinefs of opi* 
nion, and firmiiefs of condadt, in dppofitioii 
to the prevailing notions and pradtiees of ihi 
world. 

But meekncfs may be defined an eafy placid 
ftate of mind, always compofed under any 
real or imaginary circuinftances of provoca-^ 
tion or ill ufage. It is a prevailing niildnefs 
and gentleneft of fpirit, which regulates the 
condudt throughout, and diifufes itfclf over 
^ whok behaviour; efpecially under the 
temptations of anger and revenge. It feems 
to be made up of rcfignation and humility % 
and fl:ands oppofed to all thofe vexatious and 
turbuknt paffions which are the great fburce 
of contention among the lovers of this world, 
who have no reg,ard to the peace of fociety, 
or even the admonitions of their own con-» 
fcience. 

The man of a meek and tompofed mind> 

thottgh he feels his afflictions, and ufes aU 

P 2 proper 
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proper means of averting, or removing them^ 
he yet refers all his Concerns to that wifdom 
which is perfeft, and to that goodnefs which 
is unlimited and unchangeable : — far from 
charging God foolifhly, he refigns himfelf to 
his divine correction ; he confiders what* his 
condition would have been, had God treated 
him according to his deferts ; — he refledls on 
his paji experience of the Divine goodnefs, — 
looks round upon the mercies which he ftill 
enjoys ; — and regards his prefent troubles as 
the inftruments of his good; — as only bleffings 
in difgiiife, — as the" corredlion of a parent, 
whofe intentions are kind, even when hi 
difcipline feems fevere ; — he bows before him 
with reverence, kiffes the rod, and fubmits 
without the leaft repining ; — and in all the 
changes and chances of life, will with fincerity 
fay, — Thy will be done, heavenly Father. 

He is likewife ftudious to perform all the 
relative duties of life : — refpeftful to hisy«- 
periorsy and rendering honour and obedience 
to whom they are due; — treating his inferiors 
with the greateft humanity and condefcenfion, 
and his equals With, affability and courtefy ; — 

fhewing 
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ihewing meeknefs to all men. He cautioufly 
avoids every thing v^hich may foment difputes 
and diflenfions j and is always unwilling to 
contend about trifles, about things of an in- 
different nature and of no moment ; — and even 
where the point is of importance ^ and de/erves 
to be injijied on, there he does it with fuch 
candour and moderation of fpirit, as not to 
offend even thofe with whom he does not 
agree. 

Though fixed and fatisfied with his own 
fentiments, both civil ^nd.re/igious, yet he is 
fociable and courteous to thofe who diff'er 
from him on thofe iubjefts ; and makes great 
allowances for the weaknefs of their rea/on, 
or the ftrength of their prejudices ; can hear 
with patience what they have to oiFer in be- 
half of their fentiments ; and commend them 
for their integrity, in following the diftates 
of their own confcience, how much foever 
their opinion is contrary to his own. , 

Far from giving credit to thofe fcandalous 
reports, or dark infinuations which the cen- 
forious are fo delighted to fpread abroad 5 he 

P3 is 
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is always difpofed to put the moft candid in«- 
tcrpretation on the words ^nd actions of his 
neighbours : he foes every thing in the mirror 
pf good naturb, and endeavours to hide the 
^ttle failings and follies of thofe vsrith vs^hon} 
Tfip converfgs. 

And when the meek man is really injured, 
f^wheh violent encroachment-s are made upon 
his fortune or his reputation ;— though it is 
incumbent upon him to ajfert his rights againft 
every invader, and to vindicate his charafter j 
yet he keeps as much as poilible the cdm 
fojfejion of himfelf ; preferves a freedom froni 
^1 rancour and bitternefs ; and fuifers not his 
regard for fublic juftice to be mixed with any 
prixmte malice and refentment. He is eafy 
alfo tp be intrcated ;— has no ferfonal diflike 
to the offender, but is ready to meet him and 
tp be reconciled to him upon any, equitabk 
acknowledgment ;— and even willing to give 
up fpme points, and to part with ibme of his 
rights, where he can conjijlently do it, rather 
than Jby rigidly ia&fting on them^ to keep up 
contention, to ftrengthen prejudices, and 
prpetuate a fpirit of aaii^o^ty and di&prd. 

There 
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There dre feveral urguroents and m^tites, 
^vhieh fhotild excite us to eukivate (his dfj>i- 
able and cKriftian temper of miftd. In the 
iirft place, it is rccomftiended by fhe example 
of God, wbofc forbearance inceeds man's pro- 
vocation, and where mercy triGn^phs over 
^tiftice. Lenity and kindnefs' are the cha-i 
ra<flcrs of the divine admiAifti^io». Qqu^ 
fider with what indulgent patience ta \m 
offending creatures, he waits for tbeif re- 
jp€M«tance and amendment !— Unwilling that 
any one fhould perilh, he condefcends to ex-«' 
poftulatc with them > — ' turn ye, tui'n ye, why 
will ye die ?' He proir^i&s them the greateft 
bleffings, in order to bring l^hem to their 
duty, and their trucft haj^pinefe. And how 
ready is he to grant us a reprieve, to put us 
again on our good behaviour, and to forgive 
ow paft offences, wheneveif we are willing to 
return unto him, and to acknowledge our 
tranfgreffions ! D0 we not admire this con- 
defcendit^g gcntlenefs ? Do we not adore thi« 
merciful condu^ ? And does it not become 
y),& to conform 6urielvcs to it, and in every 
tranikiSion with our fellow-creatures, to be- 
have with mildnefs and humility ? 

P4 It 
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It is recommended to us alfo by the ex- 
jimple of our compaflipnate Saviour. — He was 
all gentlenefsy all meeknefs. Meeknefs was fuch 
a diftinguifhing part of his charader, that the 
Apoftle Paul makes ufe of thefe expreflions ; 
— *J befeech you, by the meeknefs and gentle- 
nefs of Chrift !'r-Look into all his intercourfe 
with men j you fee no harflinefs — no pride- 
no refentment. He knew that the world 
would hate him j he mourned over it, but was 
content to bear it. He conftantly purfued 
the great mark he had in view ; welcoming 
pvery circumftance which lay in the way to it, 
or could contribute to his gaining it ; — and at 
laft he went * as a lamb to the flaughter, and 
as a flieep before his (hearers is dumb, fo he 
opened not his mouth.' He had power fuffir 
cient, in a moment to have crufhed his ene^ 
mies ;— but did he ever exert it but for the 
good of mankind ? — So far from giving way 
to refentment ; when he was refufed admit- 
tance into a village of Samaria, and his dif- 
ciples were for calling down fire from heaven 
to confume them, referring to the example of 
Elias, he rebuked them faying, * ye know not 
what manner of fpirit ye are oi." Can we 
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then call ourfelves the difciples of Chrift, 
and harbour hatred, malice, envy, in our 
hearts, againft any perfon who has injured 
us ? — No ;— if we chufe to belong to the 
benevolent friend of mankind, we muft fol- 
low his example, and walk even, as he walked. 
* Learn of me,' fays he — not to give way to 
bitter refentment, and a turbulent behaviour, 
•'—not to extend your conquefts and triumph 
over ravaged provinces ; — but learn of me to 
fubdue your paffions, to controul your pride, 
and to cherifh a fpirit of gentlenefs and for- 
bearance ;— * Leara of me, for I aju meek and 
lowly ^' 

And this is the true genius and tendency 
of that religion which he came to eftablifli 
upon earth : — the Gofpel, like its Author, is 
univerfally kind and ; benevolent. — Its firft 
glad tidings were peace on earth, and good* 
will towards men ; its moft diftinguiQiing 
charadier .'v^ love, and in the pure exercife of 
it confifts the chief enjoyment of heaven, 
from whence it came. — It is among the firft 
and principal inftruftiohs of him who brought 
it from heaven 3 in his Serpion uppn the 

Mount, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



21$ OnMetknifi. 

Mountjt when he is declaring the eflentkl 
articles of hi^ inftitution^ and the terms upon 
which we may hope iox the favour of God i 
— the chara<3cr of the meek hath a peculiar' 
beatitude annexed to it. Indeed the greateft 
itrefs is laid every where in Scripture tipoa 
the exercife of this virtue \ in the New 
1 eftaa>ent you will find it preiented to your 
view in eve^y page;, and almoft every i^tence. 

Refle<ft further upon the ad^jantages of a 
meek and quiet fpirit j — how o^n does ^ a 
foft anfwer turn away wrath/ and prevent 
thofe difagreements which too frequently arile 
even among friends and near relations I This 
amiable difpofition fpreads chearfullnefs and 
good humour to all inrho are under its \%^ 
fiuence,— It renders the exchange of civifitics> 
and the diicharge of the common offices cif 
life ealy and agreeable ; — k cements and 
ftrengthens family love; — ^fwcetoas friends 
fh'p^ and doubles all our comfoitts ^uid ex^ 
joyments. 

Can there be a fpe^ack mwt (hocking'^ 
than to fee perfon^ u{;iil;ed4)y l^ood^ inA^ad of 
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indulging the foft interchftngee of comfort 
and fupport, giving way to jealoufics, and 
harafling one another with peevifhnefs and 
contention ?-^How mife^-able the ftate where 
fbat home where a naan's beft worldly happi- 
nefs ought to be found^-^where hi§ firft plea- 
iures fhould centre,— where, after all the toil 
and fatigue of bufinefe, he wiihes to meet 
with peace and confolatiQn,'~how mifcrable 
to find it the feat of hi$ i»oft bitter difquie- 
tude !— When parents* and children, brothers 
and fifters, nay hufbands and wives, brea^c 
the tender tiejs pf nature, ^d Hve in perpetual 
wrangling and jarring difcontent, the ord^r 
©f things feems fubverted, and all is difcord 
»pd cofifalion. 

How different the ftate pf that family, 
where felf-government prefides,- where love 
;and harmony are preferved ; — where meek- 
nefs and afFeftion reign,^ unembittered by ftrife 
or animofities ; — where there is a conftant 
endeayour to pleafe and ferve each other ; — 
fiich a family muft feel a folid delight far ex-» 
tjc^ing all the pleasures of iibn& : — it forms* 
a cjpfe conneded iotereft, *aii^ in coacert^ 

and 
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poffefles them with unruffled peace, which 
the world cannot give. 

The Apoftk himfelf ftrengthens thefe argu- 
ments by opening a higher profpeft than that 
of our prefent fatisfadtion, and railing out** 
hopes to the fevour of God ; ^ in wbofejigbtj 

he 
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he tells us, ' a meek and quiet fpirlt is of 
great price.' The comfort which every meek 
man experiences, is an immediate teftimony 
of the divine approbation ; and a pledge and 
aflurance of his entering hereafter into heaven, 
which is the region of gentlenefs and love. 
God will blefs the meek both here and here- 
after : he will caufe them to inherit the earth, 
and beautify them with everlajiing fahation. 

To thefe moderating and compofing re- 
flections, it may be proper to add fome cer- 
tain rules, by a ftrift obfervance of which 
this excellent temper may be acquired. 

And firft, it is neceflary to avoid every ' 
thing which tends to irritate the paffions and 
excite hafty refentments ; — to decline all petu- 
lant and contentious difputes, which raife a 
fpirit of contradiction -, — to fhun the company 
of fuch perfons as are of a turbulent fiery 
temper ; — and to ajfociate only with men of a 
gentle y calm, obliging behaviour; all whofe 
refentments are under due command. 

And 
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And when wc have rtecivcd dii affront of 
injury from any perfon, let us confider whether 
it be not capable of fome mitigation : perhaps 
it may be an imaginary wrong, and aggravated r 
into a real fault by an ill-^grounded fufpicion :— * 
or perhaps it is not a dejigned affront, but 
fprings from ignorance, careleflhefs> or want 
of thought; and would probably, upon a gcntk 
admonition, be ingcnuoufly acknowledged. 

But fuppofe it to be real and wilful} let me 
then examine the motives of his behaviour t6 
tne.---Hath not fome particular inflance in mjr 
conduct given him a juj: right to be angry ? 
May not my behaviour have been occafionally 
unguarded^ fo as to make bini fufped that he 
is flighted and treated ungencr^ufly ?— or If, 
upon impartial inquiry, noftc of thefe caufes 
can be affigned, yet^ if wc can fuppofe that 
it is on\y filf-h'oe baeon>c too violent, which 
has been the caufe of it, wc fliall be far more 
cool and moderate in the exprefHons of our 
refentment againft him : for {otqIj /arge^Jul^ 
nefsy miflakes, and even fbme fits oi frouvard'^^ 
nefs and ill-humour, mufl: appear very ex- 
cufable in fuch imperfed: fallible creatures as 

wc 
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we ate ; the beft of whom may find an apo- 
logy for the paffions of his neighbours in 
thofe which difturb his own breaft ; and may 
learn to fhew that forgivenefe to others, of 
which he ftands in fo much need himfelf. 

Again, when we feel our angry paffions 
beginning to move, let us immediately try to 
moderate and controul -, — to check and fup- 
prefs them. We may eafily crufh that in its 
infancy^ which, by being fufFered to gain 
Jlrength^ may foon obtain the mafiery of us. 
For if we but indulge ourfelves a little in the 
firft motions of anger, we may be infcnfibly 
wrought up into all the heights of madnefs. 
When, therefore, you find yourfelves growing 
into any extraordinary warmth of temper, flop 
a moment and refledt, can this prefent degree 
of paflion be juftified ? Is this a riioderate, a 
becoming refentment of the ill ufage I have 
received ? or is it not, in a great meafure, the 
cfFe(5t of % boijierous and revengeful difpo- 
fition?— let me then inftantly reftrain and 
check it, before it become too unruly and 
headflfong. 

9 This 
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This felf-government will be indeed very 
iifficult to thofe, who have fufFered habits of 
anger and peeviflinefs to grow in them : but 
ftill it may be acquired : — and our pafliohs 
may be reftrained within the bounds of inno- 
cence and good manners. We want not fo 
•much a fufficient power ^lS a vigorous refolution 
to exert it : for while we can eafily reftrain 
ourfelves at the coming in Qi2^fuperior^ whom 
we revere among meriy may we not as eafily 
reftraiivourfelves, by fetting God always be- 
fore our eye, and acting as under his imme- 
diate infpedion ? 

Be perfuaded then to cultivate this amiable 
virtue. — Look with a jealous eye to all violent 
fenfations, and refolve to controul their firft 
efforts ; — fortify the mind with the principles 
of true religion, which alone can reach the 
heart, and keep it under due government.— 
Confider this world as a paiTage to another 5 
and the habit of meeknefs as preparatory to 
the regions of immortality .^ Confider your-* 
felves as continually in the prefence of him, 
who will judge you for your temper, as well 
as for your conduft ; — and when your paflions 

in 
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in any inftance break out irregularly, endea- 
vour to put a flop to them, and repeat and 
reinforce your purpofes of amendment : — and 
depend upon it, by- a fteady perfeverance in 
thefe methods of difcipline, under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, for which you 
muft frequently and fervently apply tb the 
throne of grace, you will fbon perceive a 
happy change in your difpofition ; the fierce- 
jicfs and violence of paffion will daily atate ; 
the fpirit of meeknefs will take pofleffion oi 
your breafl ;. you will defpife the trifling dif-* 
appointments and petty diflurbances of the 
world, — ^and, by fubduing all rafli and violent 
paffions, find refl to your fouls* 
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SERMON XIII. 



ON THE EXCELLENGY OF TH 
BRITISH LAWS. 



Preached at the Assizes, at Guildford, 
during the laft War. 



Deut. iv. 8. 



What Nation is there fo great, that hath Statutes 
and ^Judgments fo righteous y as all this Law^ 
ivhicb Ifet before you this day f 

T^THEN we confider mankind without 
government and Taws ; every one adting 
for himfelf ; purfuing his own intereft, fepa- 
rate from the reft of the world ; deftitute of 
any friendly afliftance, and guarding himfelf 
againft the fraud and violence of others ; what 
0^2 a ftatg 
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a ftate of doubt and anxiety, of confufion 
and mifery, is reprefented to our mind ! A 
ftate, the apprehenfions of which muft fhock 
every man, who is endued with focial and 
benevolent afFedions, and who knows the 
tender feelings of kindred and friendfhip: 
fince he would be thereby reduced to depend 
upon his own ftrength or fubtlety for the 
necejffaries of life ; and could be no further 
fafe, than the fame powers might defend and 
maintain them : — would be expofed to con- 
tinual danger, and fee every thing, which 
might be dear to him, liable to be forced 
from him. All comforts and conveniences 
would be rendered^quite precarious, and every 
one be in IflimaeVs condition, having * his 
hand againft every man, and every man's hand 
againft him.' 

This ftate of common uneafinefs and danger, 
from which no one could free himfelf by his 
own power and defence, naturally diredted 
men to form themfelves into Societies : that 
by their joint ftrength they might procure 
and enjoy what every one experienced the 

want 
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want of in himfelf. Hereby, as by a kind 
of ftipulation or agreement, fhey engaged to 
proted: each other from injuries, and to fecure 
the peaceable pofleffion of their lives, pro- 
perties, and liberties. 

Thus the original caufe of conftituting a 
fbciety was the defence and fafety of private 
right 'y but other objects of attention foon 
^rofe from the very nature of fociety ; fuch 
as the honour and advancement of the pub- 
lic, the cultivation of commerce, and im- 
provement in learning and fciences, and all 
the ufeful and elegant arts of life. Thence 
it became neceflary to form laws ; which are 
the greateft fecurity againft violence and op- 
preffion ; and the only fource and folid bafis 
of public peace and profperity. Every people 
or nation, in order to have what may be 
efteemed af a commonwealth, or government, 
muft eftablifli fome well-concerted plan of 
polity ; which by a juft and prudent admi^ 
niftration of affairs may protcft the particular 
intereft of every member, and promote ^ 
honour and happinefs of the whole com-* 
munity. 

^ The 
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The words of the text are intended to point 
out the peculiar excellence of that ftate, in 
which God had placed the Ifraelites ; the 
litnefs of their judgments or laws for the fe- 
curity of their civil rights and the advance- 
ment of their political welfare ; and the purity 
of their ftatutes or ecclefiaftical precepts for 
the good order of his church, and the fuitable 
performance of his worihip. 

But the expreffion may be with great rea- 
fon and propriety applied to any other govern- 
ment; under fuch circumftances as that of 
Ifrael : and efpecially to that excellent form, 
with which we of this nation are bleffedj 
who enjoy a complete fyftem of laws, pro- 
ducing every focial advantage and benefit j 
and who more immediately, by embracing 
the Gofpel of Chrift, have the Lord for our 
Qod. 

It would be too extenfive an undertaking 
for the prefent occafion to confider the rea- 
fons, upon which every particular law hath 
been founded ; and then to point out, how 
each of them hath yielded its proper efied: in 

promoting 
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promoting the public welfare. And indeed 
feme general obfervations upon the excellency 
of 6ur conftitution will manifeft the righteouf- 
ncfs of our ftatutes and judgments, and juftify 
its title to that charaSer, which Mofes at- 
tributes to the Jewifti law : fo that all, who 
Ihall hear our ftatutes, muft acknowledge 
* this great nation' to be * a wife and under- 
flanding people/ 

The liberty, which all nien of honefty and , 
underftanding approve, and which feems to 
have fixed its refidcnce with us, is nicely 
poized upon a perfedl balance : it is far from 
flavery on the one hand> that miferable fub- 
jedtion to arbitrary power, without any con-i- 
troul or reftraint ; and equally diftant on thfe 
other from that confafion or Ircentidufnefs 
which fuppofeth no legal eftabliftiment. It 
is not a freedom to gratify our inordinate paf- 
fions, and to give a full fcope to every defirfe 
and inclination in the heart : for a freedom 
without regard to reafon and religion, would 
in efFedt be only a licence to make ourfelves 
miferable. True liberty is founded upon 
laWs, which are calculated for the general 
Qji- happinefs : 
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happinefs : it declines and periihcs by liccn-t 
tioufnefs ; and cannot be maintained without 
fuch good reftridtions, to which it is defirable, 
that focial and religious creatures (hould be 
fubjed, and without which we fhould be in 
a ftate of diftraAion and mifery. 

Again, As to our right and power of pro- 
perty; it is an eafy and fafe pofleflion of 
what is our own : we have the fatisfaftion of 
calling it fo, we have the freedom of enjoy- 
ing it, and an authority to claim and recover 
it from the moft powerful invader. When 
there was no common juftice, and no legal 
redrefs of injuries ; every pofleflion was un- 
cert^n, and labour almoft vain and fruitlefs : 
but under our government, founded in the 
mofl: tender regard for the good of its fubjeds, 
^ every one may fit' fecure f under his own 
vine, aod under his own fig-tree,' flieltered 
from the attack? of wicked men : our laws 
are, as it were, a wall of defence about our 
dwellings, and free us from all dread and ap- 
prehenfion of encroachments. 

And 
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And further. It is an eflential part of a wife 
and good conftitution tofupport and encourage 
the exercife of religion : to protc^ men, that 
they may * ferve God without fear' according 
to the didates of their confciences ; and to 
provide a public diredlion and afliflance for 
the improvement of their minds in the know- 
ledge and pradice of all virtue. 

The exercife of religion is neceflary, as it 
recommends us to the favour of God, and 
engages the protection of the Almighty. It 
is generally obferved, both in facred and pro- 
fane hiftory, that the profperity or adverfity 
of nations hath be€n anfwerable to the ftate 
of religion amongft them. They flourifhed 
and were happy, while the people were vir- 
tuous ; but as thefe became degenerate and 
corrupt, they langui (bed and declined, and 
funk into contempt and diflblution. * Righ- 
teoufnefs exalteth a nation, but lin is the re- 
proach' and ruin * of any people.' God hath 
promifed to honour and reward thofe, w1k> 
are obedient to his commands ; but with- 
draws his protedion, as men fall from their 
duty, and at length avengeth himfelf of the 

natioq^ 
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nation, which worketh not righteoufoeis. 
* The Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him ; and if ye feek him, he will be found 
of you ;. but if ye forfake him, he will for- 
iake you/ 

But the cxercife of religion is the neccflary 
care of every government, not only as it en- 
gages the favour and bleflings of Divine Pro- 
vidence, but alfo with refpedt to the good 
effects, which are produced to the community 
by its immediate directions and commands, 
and by the power and influence which it hath 
upon the minds of men. 

Thus in regard to the ruling part of a 
nation ; the Chriftian religion teaches princes 
and governors, to be * a terror, not to good 
works, but to the evil : not to exercife au- 
thority, like the Gentiles ;' but to be * the 
minifters of God' to their people * for good;' 
and to * attend continually upon this very 
thing/ It exhorts them to be careful of the 
profperity of their fubjedts, and truly and in- 
differently to minifter juftice, to the puniih- 

ment 
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inent of wickednejGi and vice, abd to the 
maintenance of true religion and virtue^ 

And in regard to the people ; it fets forth 
the neceffity of fubordination, and diredls 
fubmiflion and obedience to them, who arc 
in authority : it caufes them to yield with 
chcarfulnefs * honour to whom honour, and 
tribute to whom tribute is due :' it commands 
them not to defpife dominion, * nor to fpeak 
evil of their rulers;' but to be * fubjcd: to 
the higher powers, as ordained of God ;' and 
to obey * not only for wrath (or through fear) 
but for confcience fake.' Chriftianity tends 
to influence our condudt in every relation ; 
inciting us to cultivate a fpirit of univerfal 
love and beneficence -, and prefcribing all thoie 
duties and virtues, which infpire and improve 
* peace upon earthy and good-will' amongflr 
men. 

Human laws maybe formed with the utmoft 
ikill, and well calculated for the general good of 
fociety : but religion alone can fecure the ends 
intended by them. The aflurance of iecrecy 
in the breach of them, of the expectation of 

evading 
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evading their force upon a difcovery, would 
open a way to all licentioufnefs ; did not re- 
ligion check the confcience, and the hopes 
and fears of futurity over-rule our prefent 
paffions and interefts. What fecurity could 
there be of faith and truft, fhould only the 
immediate convenience or inconvenience be 
regarded ? What authority and confirmation 
would there be in an oath, which is indif- 
penfably rcquifite as * an end of ftrife,' and 
determination • of controverfy; did not the 
Supreme Being charge the mind, and men 
reverence that facred, name, by which they 
fwear ? 

It is clear then, that religion is neceilary 
to the happinefs of a governed fociety ; and 
it is as clear, that that conftitution muft b9 
the moft perfeft and moft happy, yrhere the 
true and undefiled religion is profeffed. The 
value of our's therefore is greatly enhanced 
by the excellency of that church, which i$ 
eflablifhed ampngft ua. 

The principles of our reformation are 
founc^d uppn a ferious an^ impartial inquiry 

into 
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into the doftrines of Chriftianity : and we 
efteem our inftitution no further pleafing to 
God, than as it is a reafonable fervice. It 
doth not * take away the key of knowledge,* 
and * (hut up the kingdom of heaven againft 
men :' it doth not contradift our fenfes, nor 
enjoin us to embrace abfurdities : it doth not 
aflume a diftatorial power over the under- 
ftandings of mankind, and infill upon an 
implicit belief : but it aiTerts the right, and 
inculcates the duty and obligation upon every 
one to fearch the Scriptures. Thence we 
derive the rule and the authority of our faith ; 
and thither we refer men for an honeft exa- 
mination of it : not doubting, but that the 
diligent and ingenuous inquirer will become 
a firm and zealous defender of it. 

And in imitation of oui- blefled Lord and 
his apoftles, our church endeavours to gain 
profclytes by thofe means of inftrudion and 
edification, which are confiftent with the 
liberty and conflitution of the mind of man. 
^et force and violence, cruelty and perfecu- 
tion, be the peculiar war£u:e of the church 
of Rome : and while the fcourge and the rack 

are 
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united, and clofcly interwoven with each 
other ; their direftions and laws promote the 
fame good end, the welfare of human nature ; 
and mutually fupport and improve each other^s 
advan.tagc. They enjoin piety towards God; 
prefcribing a flrid obfbrvation of the Sabbath, 

as 
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as a day of reft, and a day of worfhip. They 
require the punft^al peiformanceof juftice and 
f»it;hfulnefs ; and prohibit the gratification of 
any private defircsi, which may be prejudicial 
to others. They command men to fulfil all 
the £>cial aad relative duties of life ; to be 
diligent in their honeft callings ; to exercife 
th^ir feveral faculties and powers for the conpi- 
mon goodf and to contribute a proportionable 
part of their fubiUn<;efor the provifipn of the 
poor. All which dwe<3:ions are formed in- 
tirely for the benefit pf the woifld ; and have 
a manifefl tendency to the fecurity and hap- 
pinefs of every ip[un in particialar, and oi all 
men as united in fociety. 

This is the nature and defigo of our con- 
ftitution^ as derived fi-om the holy Scriptures, 
and enforced by civil laws. Siu^h are the 
duties, incumbent on its members, as com- 
manded by the ftatc on penalty of immediate 
infli<aion, and inculcated in the Gofpel by 
eternal rewards and puniflunents. 

If then it be any privilege to have a govern- 
ment cftabliflifd uppn juft and equal prin- 
ciples ; 
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ciples ; if it be any favour and mercy to have 
* the words of eternal life' in our hands, and 
to enjoy the liberty of worfhipping God, as 
our confciences diredt ; if, in (hort, it be a 
blefling to have the means not only of our 
prefent peace and joy, but of everlafting fe- 
licity ; how fhould we efteem and love the 
conftitutbn, which propofes and adminifters 
to us fuch ineflimable benefits ? — Efpecially 
when we confider alfo, that we have the 
higheft expeftation and confidence of the 
duration of thefe privileges, not only from 
the nature of our conftitution, but from the 
4ifpofition of our fovereign ; who places his 
own glory and advantage in the happinefs of 
his fubjccts, and the good eilate of the public; 
and who prefers the government of a free 
people by their own laws, to abfolute dor- 
minion and tyranny over a nation of flaves. 

Let a right . fenfe of thefe bleffings excite 
us to render all honour and thankfgiving to 
oui^ gracious God, who hath poured fuch 
benefits upon us ; to meditate on his good- 
nefs and adore his glorious name for fhefe 
teftimonies of his love: and engage us to a 

hearty 

3 
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hearty profeffion of the true faith, and i 
fuitable ptadice, that we may appear not 
wholly unworthy of that long courfe of mer- 
cies, by which he hath diftinguiflied Us. 

Let our hearts be filled alfo with a juft 
value and efteem for our gracious Sovereign, 
by whofe power arid goodnefs the righteouf- 
ncfs of our flatutes and judgments is preferved 
to us : that we may pay him all reverence, 
and difcharge a chearful and confcientious 
obedience to his authority : that we may with 
all readinefs anfwer the demands of his go- 
vernment againfl the common adverfary, and 
contribute our utmofl endeavours to promote 
his eafc and dignity. 

And let us refolutely adhere to our excellent 
conflitution : let our love and our zeal for it 
be proportionable to its real value : let us be 
faithful to its interefls, and vigilant for its 
fecurity and advancement; and apply our 
joint and uniform labour to tranfmit it in a 
ilatc of purity and perfection to poflerity, 
that it may be the * joy of many generations/ 
Not that there appears any particular caufe 
R for 
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for anxiety and fear ; unlefs indeed from our 
ingratitude and wickednefs, which may pro- 
voke God to remove his glory from us, and 
to withdraw^ thofe favours, which are our 
diftinguifhing honour and happincfs. We 
have exerted ourfclves with illuftrious fuccefs 
in oppofing the encroaching power of tyranny : 
we are bleffed with wifiiom and unity in our 
councils, and experience their happy effeds 
by conduct and courage in our arrliies : we 
have great advantages from the peculiar na- 
ture of our fituation, and from the nuniber8> 
ftrength, and difpofition of our people. So 
that, under thefe aufpicipus circumftances, 
if we would aft with fincerity, and exert a 
fpirit and refolution becoming men, who pro- 
fefs themfelves freemen and Chriftians ; we 
may reafonably hope, through the proteftion 
and favour of heaven, always to fruftratc the 
moft deep defigns of oiir enemies ; to defeat 
their moft powerful attempts ; and to profper 
in all our juft and honourable undertakings. 

And this hope is more immediately con- 
firmed and heightened to us, by the feafon- 
able aflurances here of an univerfal and fincere 

concern 
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concern for the comnibn caufe. Our JJedpk 
are infpired with public fpirit arid hoiicft zeal^ 
and with joint hearts arid hands i>ecomc thd 
tnilitary fupporteris of their own rightis irid 
|Jroperjies : and men of the higheft dignity 
are a<9;iVe and forward in the fcrviee of their 
country, and prepared to facrifice their fub- 
ftance and their lives in the defence of th^ 
beft of kings, and the moft perfed coniii- 
tutiorii 

. The real danger to oiir eftabiifhnienf arifes 
from dur internal difprders and corruptions j 
which are more to be dreaded than any hofti- 
lities. Thefe lay us open to the power of 
our enemies, and to the judgments of God i 
they naturally tend to bring deftrudion upon 
the place^ where they prevail ; and alfo cry 
aloud to heaven for vengeance. Sin is indeed 
the foUrce of every public evil : it hath cor- 
rupted, and deftroyed the moft dourifhing 
iiatesi and fpread ruin and defdlation over 
kingdoms, which no foreign eriemy could 
opprefii Men thereby fap and undcrmiri^ 
the grourid, upon which th^ ftand; arid 
Weak down their own fupport, and that of 
R 2 others 
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others about them : they fubvert the very 
foundations of the building, and involve all 
things in one common ruin. It is abfurd 
then to flatter ourfelves with the hopes of 
fafety, while men abound in all manner of 
wickednefs, and are iilling up the meafure of 
their iniquity with grcedinefs; while they 
* glory in their ftiame/ and defpifc all means 
of recovery. A reformation of manners is 
abfolutely neceflary : a check muft be given 
to immorality and impiety, and the over- 
flowings of ungodlinefs be repelled and re- 
ftrained. The peace and happinefs of every 
particular perfon, the credit and honour of 
religion, the welfare und profperity of ou^ 
country, depend entirely upon it. 

The Magifl:rates therefore are called to the 
difcharge of their office ; * to hear the caufes, 
and judge righteoufly between every man and 
his brother:* to reconcile contending and 
quarreling parties : to proteft the properties 
of the honefl, and prevent all violence and 
diforders: to ufe all diligence for the en- 
couragement of virtue and the fuppreflion of 

vice; 
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vice ; and by all means to exercife their power 
and authority for the public good. 

Proclamations and ftatutes will produce no 
benefit to fociety, unlefs they are put in force : 
in vain fhould We boaft of the goodnefs and 
excellency of our laws, were they neglefted 
and trampled on : and the difgrace of not 
having a juft and regular execution of them 
would be greater, than not to have them at 
all. Fraud and difhohefty, imaxorality and 
profanenefs deferve no toleration ; for no man 
can pretend confcience for thefe vices, and 
they are the very bane of the government. 

Indeed, to fee thofe, who might have been 
nfefiil members of the community, undergoing 
public marks of infamy ; — to fee numbers of 
our fellow-creatures banifhed into foreign 
parts, and others cut off by the hand of 
juftice in a ftate of health, and perhaps in 
the vigour of life, cannot but affed: ns with 
pity and compaflion. Yet, if men will have 
no regard to their own good, and their en- 
gagements to fociety ; if they will negledl to 
provide for their own fupport by honeft 
R 3 mpansj 
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|h62ifts^ afid wiU aft tgainft the civil rights 
pf their neighbours by violence and rapine]^ 
they do what in them lies to deftrpy the con- 
ftitutioft I they iptit\\ all right of proteftipn, 
an4 tnuft be treated as public enemies. How 
tj^ar is th^ir condemnation ! how juft their 
pufiifhrnent ! May fuch confider th? nature 
bf thfir crimes, and the aggravating circum- 
^anccs which may have attended them : the 
fiti of pfFenfiing againft fuch good and known 
lafvs, and the conviction of their own minds y 
and the danger of provoking a juft and al- 
mighty Gpd ! And m^y they be perfuaded, 
yA\S^ Gpd gives ^hejn yet fpace for repentance, 
|:p fly to that city of refuge ; unto which our 
btpflc4 Saviour invites all finners, with hi^ 
jtrmsj as it were, extended to embrace them : 
and where, thrpugh his merits and mediation, 
they may find the favour and mercy of Gpd, 
^pd re|l and comfort to thpir fouls I 

But the cpnftitution may be eq^ially pre- 
judiced by kfs notorious inftances : there jffc 
many crimes, which may not fall urider the 
potice of the kws, which yet are highly 
pf^nfive to God, ?Uid produce tau;:h diftur^ 

|>ance 
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bance and detriment to the public. Whoever 
confults his own private intereft and welfare 
in oppofi.tion to the profperity of his neighs 
hour ; Whoever, in order to enrich or ag*. 
grandize himfelf, or to gratify any fenfual 
paffion, procures any injury, or prevents 
jiny good to others ; he is guilty, in pro- 
portion to his crime, as an open oiFepderi 
he hath broken the bonds and engagements 
of fociety ; and ftands condenmed by the law 
' of reafon and equity. And although he may 
by his fraud or fecrecy avoid a public puoifh- 
ment, or the infamy of common difcourfe; 
yet how will he efcape the awful bar of our 
Lord and Judge, where ^11 our idiqns, fmall 
and great, public and private, will be expofed 
to view in the prefence of men and angels ; 
and acccwding to their true nature and quality, 
a j-uft fentience be pronounced and executed 
upon us ? Let fuch therefore look into the 
New Teftament, the law written with the 
^ger of God : there they may read their 
doom ; and what will be their inevitable jde- 
ftrudtion, tmlefs they fliould break off their 
fins by repentance, and regulate their lives 
according to that holy word. 

R4 Let 
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■: Let us all be influenced by thefe cpnfidcra- 
tions and motives to confult the good of our 
neighbour in every part of our condud ; and 
to be fincerely obedient to thofe ' righteous 
ftatutes and judgments, which are fet before 
us/- Let the purity of our faith reach be- 
yond the mere profeflion and form of godli- 
nefs, and reftrain the impurity of the heart : 
and let us unite in a vigorous purfuit of fuch 
meafures, which may make for our peace, 
and moft eflfeftually fecure our religion and 
government. 

Are we under engagements to fociety iztd 
bound by nature, by reafon, and by Chrifti^ 
anity, to ftudy and promote the general good ? 
—and ihall wefofar violate our duty, as 
to pay no regard to any but ourfelves ? Shall 
we confine our views to our own private de- 
fires and gratifications, and indulges vicious 
felfiihnefs, which is the fpring of univerfal 
corruption and mifery ?-^Are we fo peculiarly 
happy, as to be ruled by laws, made by Qurr 
felves; which manifeftly tend to cftabliih 
private peace and public ferenity? and ihall 
we be fo weak and void of undcrftanding, as 

to 
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to be ourfelves the difturbers of our own 
happinefs ? — Hath God favoured us with 
many mercies and blefSngs; hath he made 
us the peculiar care of his providence; and 
put it into our power to be a great and 
flourilbing people ? and fhall we not acknow- 
ledge our obligations to him, and (hew our 
gratitude in the moft acceptable manner ; by 
the reformation of our lives, and a fincere 
obedience to his will ? and can we be too 
grateful to fo good, fo gracious a God ?— * 
Hath he often preferved our liberties, and 
cftabliflied the means of our happinefs ? hath 
he cdled us to the knowledge of his Gofpd, 
opened the way of falvation, and invited us 
to walk in the light of his countenance ? and 
(ball we not take heed to our ways and to our 
dpings; and demean ourfelves, as a people 
faved by the Lord ? and endeavour to live fb 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly, that the pof- 
fefSon of thefe great bleffings may be certain 
and lading to us ; and that We may attain 
their high and glorious ends, peace and 
tranquility here, and heaven and happinefs 
hereafter ? 

Let 
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Let vl% then ftrive to be a virtuous and re- 
ligious people : let us ' ccafe to do evil, and 
learn to do well :' let us proteft religion by 
our encouragement, and adorn it by our 
ftftions ; and labour in our refpe(Sive ftations, 
by authority and example, as far as our in- 
fluence may extend, to raife and improve a^ 
fcnfc of it in others. Thu? fhall we exprefs 
g juft regard for the welfare of our fellow- 
creatiires, and a true zeal for th^ honour and 
profperity of our cpuntry : we fhall at the 
feme time prcferve our own fouls, and con- 
tribute to the common fafety. And let no 
man pretend, that it is out of his power to 
promote thefe great end^ : in this way every 
one may do his part : and the meaneft perfon, 
who lives according to the rules of our moft 
holy religion, is a true friend to the publi?> 
imd a bleffing to the whole nation. 



SER^ 
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Matt. x. 37, 

fie that lovetb Father or Mother more than tne^ 
is not worthy of me. And be that lovetb 
Son or Daughter n^ore than me^ is not worthy 
of me. 

Wf HEN our Saviour charged his apoftle^ 
to go into all the world, and preach 
the Gofpel in his name, he at the fame time 
acquainted them with the difficulties and hard- 
Ihips they would fuffer pn that account ; de^ 
daring to them in exprefs words, that he fent 
them forth as fheep among wolves; — that the 
enraged Jews would deliver them up to the 
eouncils, and ^courge them in their iyna- 

gogues^ 
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gogues ; and that among the Gentiles^ they 
would be hated of all men for his name's fake. 

He then informed them, that his inftitu- 
tion, which breathed only the fpirit of peace 
and charity, inftead of producing thofe mild 
and amiable difpofitions, would be perverted, 
and be the occafion of the ftrongeft animofi- 
tiesl, and the moft bitter perfecutions. — And 
this among men of the fame natioriy and even 
the fame family : — among nien who have the 
ties of nature and intcreft, to make them 
kind and beneficent to one another : — he 
therefore forewarns them to fortify themfelves 
with fuch a degree of courage, that they may 
hold faft the profeffion of their faith without 
wavering ; fufFering neither the threatenings 
of men in power, nor even the infinuating 
i:)exfuafions of their deareft friends and kindred, 
to unfettle thofe principles to which they 
were attached, but to undergo every perfecu- 
tion, foreign and domeftic, rather than deny 
the truth, and make fhipwreck of a good 
confcience: — * He that loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not worthy of me : and he 

that 
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that loveth fon or daughter more than me, is 
not worthy of me.' 

No one can poffibly imagine that our Sa- 
viour, by thefe words, has the intention to 
root out of the heart, all family regard ; — to 
fct afide that duty and veneration due from 
every child to his parents ; and all the variety 
of animated fenfations, that glow in a fond 
parent's bofom towards his offspring; — ^for 
focial and relative ties are wifely ingrafted in 
our nature by God, and are produftive of our 
trueft and moft rational enjoyments of life ; 
they are alfo abfolutely neceffary to induce men 
patiently to undergo their bodily labours^^ thofe 
manifold diftreffes, difficulties, and cares, 
which attend the exigencies of our prefent 
ftate. — He muft be a wretched creature, who 
is void of thofe affe<ftions ; and is reckoned 
in Scripture among the very worjl of men-— 
as denying the faith, and worfe than an infidel. 

But what our Saviour here requires \%jfuch 

a love of himfelf, as fhall be infinitely fuperior 

to every other afi^ed:ion, not only of parents 

and children^ thofe deareft inftinftive obliga- 

4 tions. 
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tions, tut even that of huftand ahd wife, fdf 
which every other connexion on earth is to 
be forfakeh. — ^Whatever attachments, what- 
ever friendships we form, they are hot to 
come in competition with our love to Chrift 
•^-^and though they are not to be eradicated,! 
yet they muft be fubordinate to this fupreme 
love, and we muft always remember, that the 
amiable attributes of Gdd, the redeeming love 
of Chrift, fhould engage bur ftrongeft afFedion 
and gratitude; and every enjoyment that is 
inconiiftent with our religious duties, fhould 
be readily given up^ 

Ahd wheh We refleft, that we are capabld 
^ nobler attainments than the mere eafe and. 
indulgences of our temporal being : — that our 
minds are endued with afFeAions of a higher 
hature^ as the- love of our country, the love 
of mankind in general, the love of the Su- 
preme Being ; and that our efteem and love 
Ought to bear a proportion to the worth of 
the obje<5t ; — and when we ferioufly compare 
the things which folicit our defire> every en- 
joyment of life, with the amiable excellencies 
of bis character, who is the author and 

iinifher 
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finiiher of our faith ; we may clearly perceive 
the juftice of this precept, and acknowledge 
that he is intitled to our ftrongeft attachmentj 
and far more deferring our love, than honours, 
affluence, pleafure, life, or kindred; — than 
any objeft we ms^hold moft dear, — than any 
bleffing in this world's gifts to beftow^. 

Confider the tranfcendent dignity of hii 
icharad:er, and his infinite love to mankind i 
that being the only begotten of his Father, 
and the exprefs image of his perfon ; he laid 
afide the glory which he had with God before 
the world was, and humbled himfelf into the 
form and fafliion of a man, that he might 
feek and fave that which was loft 5 that h^ 
might recover a fpecies of reafonable creatures^ 
t«rho had corrupted themfelves, and falleii 
from their original dignity and happinefs, — ^ 
that he might recover them to piety and 
virtue, to the favour of God, and to ever- 
lafting lifci 

Confider him in his condudt and admini- 
ftration, in order to accomplifli this defigrii 
which muft be ackndwledged to be the wor-^ 

thtejl 
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thieji and greateft that could be formed : — ad 
% prophet J publifhing the moft perfed: reve- 
lation of the divine will, which was ever 
given to mankind ; inftrudling them in that, 
which natural reafon could never have dif- 
covered ; — placing their duty before them in 
its juft extent, — and urging it upon them in 
the tendereft manner, and by the moft power- 
fill motives. — As our great High Priejl^ making 
an atonement for us ; fhedding his blood for 
the remiffion of our fins, and putting them 
away by the facrifice of himfelf. — And as our 
King^ condefcending to take us under his im- 
mediate care, to proteft us from all affaults, 
and to guide us by his unerring example, 
through the trials and dangers, the forrows 
and perplexities of this world, to certain 
vidlory and triumph, to the higheft glory 
and blifs in the everlafting kingdom of his 
Father. 

Confider likewife his moral charafter, his 
unblernifhed purity of manners, his perfed 
obedience to his heavenly Father, his united 
magnanimity and condefcenfion, his invariable 
courage and conftancy j his attradive meek- 
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nef^ and good-will. — And what more parti- 
cularly concerns us, — confider the invincible 
benevolence of his heart, in all the great de- 
fign of our redemption. — How ardent that 
zeal for the reftoration of fallen man, — how 
difmterefted and pure the motives, that urged 
him to quit the bofom of his Father, the 
brightnefs of his glory before the world was ; 
•—to become incarnate ; — to be fubjed: to the 
wants, the pains, the infirmities of mortality ; 
, — to be una wed by the endurance of con- 
tempt and contradid:ion from finners, by the 
profpedt of the moft bitter fuiferings, and the 
moft difgraceful death ?— How aftpnilhing,— 
how wonderful was the love of our Saviour. 
Revolve it in your moft ferious moments ; — • 
meditate upon it in the devouteft manner;— 
trace it through all its feveral ftages : — go to 
Bethlehem, behold him lying in a manger, 
and taking upon him the form of a fervant : 
— go to Gethfemane, and behold his agony, 
when his fweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground, and his 
foul was forrowful, even unto death.-r-Pro- 
ceed further,— fee him in his paflage from the 
garden, bending under the weight of that 

S crofs. 
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crofs, on which he was to be made a facrifice. 
— Go with him to Mount Calvary ^ and there 
Jinnersy behold him nailed to the tree, and 
fubmitting to the pain and (hame of a moft 
cruel and ignominious death, to refcue you 
from deflrudtion, and to feal with his blood 
the covenant of your peace. 

Can you contemplate all thefe favours,— 
this amazing love, and hefitate one moment, 
whether he does not deferve every animated 
fentiment and feehng of the heart, infinitely 
beyond what you owe to your beft earthly 
friend? — ^Whether the comparative advantages 
we derive from him, are not as fuperior as 
the bleffings of eternity are to thofe of time ? 
— Can you contemplate inconceivable worth, 
and perfed: innocence, fufFering the deepeft 
diftrefs to promote the good of others, with- 
out having your heart glow with gratitude ?— 
Can you contemplate divine perfection in the 
perfon of the Son of God, condefcending to 
die for you, — for you, who never merited 
his attention, that he might fccure you hap- 
pinefs everlafting, without being dilated with 
the moft unfeigned afFedtion ? — Will not fuch 

eon- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^' On our Love of KHhrtJl. 259^ 

confiderations powerfully touch the tender 
ipaffions, and beget the utmofl efteem ? — Do 
they not, in concurrence with the firft im- 
pulfes of nature and confcience, — do they not, 
according to all that we have of noble, and 
great, or generous, or praife-worthy, demand 
whgt humanity can offer, — what our beft fa- 
culties can give ? — Do not life, country, 
friends, pofleffions, all the enjoyments of this 
tranfitory fcene, fade in the furvey, and refign 
all rivalry, all competition, with the benefits 
he hath purchafed, the falvation he hath 
wrought out for mankind ? 

I am fenfible, and it ought to be carefully 
obferved, that the love of Chrift is not a 
mere zeal of affection, and vehement emotion 
of the mind ; — not a mechanical heat and agi- 
tation of the paflions ; not that empty irothy 
love by which many have been deluded, and 
Jed into the wildeft extravagancies : — but it i$ 
much to be feared, there are too many who^ 
while they endeavour to keep clear of enthu^ 
Jiafmy fall into a luke^warm temper in their 
religious duties ; which difpofition is extremely 
dangerous, juxd produdive of the worft con-^ 
fequences, 

Sa Certainly 
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Certainly the moft lively exercifes of love 
towards our Saviour, infinitely become us ; — 
the fervors of it are not the efFed:s of a weak 
mind, but are founded on reafon, and in 
reality arife from a good underftanding. Far 
from difturbing th^ferenity of the foul, they 
rather ejiablipo it : they greatly ftrengthen the 
intelleBual powers, and ftimulate to the prac- 
tice of virtue ; changing men into the like- 
nefs of their Lord, and making them good : 
—exciting the greateft adivity and zeal in his 
fervice, and difcovering themfelves in vifible 
fruits of goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth. 

Indeed the only way to judge concerning 
ourfelves, and to try whether the love of 
Chrift dwelleth in us, is, by its caufing us 
to imitate his pattern, and pbey his Gofpel : 
—-not by fudden and unaccountable tranfports 
of joy, and ftriking impreffions made upon 
our fpirits, for which we can affign no good 
reafon; — but by purity, meeknefs, tempe-i- 
rance, patience, and the other graces which he 
requires of us. 

Where the love of Chrift reigneth in the 
heart, it will manifcft itfelf by our endeavpurs 
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to follow his precepts, and obey his commands ; 
— all our profeffions of faith and adherence 
are abfurd and idle, while we rebel againft 
his laws, and continue in the commiflion of 
thofe fins, which were the occafion of all his 
fufferings. A conformity to his example, is 
the genuine fruit, and the only good evidence 
of our afFedion 3 and unlefs we are refolved 
to deceive ourfelves, we cannot be at a lofs 
in judging by thefe plain rules of our Saviour : 
— * If ye love me, keep my commandments :' 
—and,. — * He that hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me/ 

It is immediately evident, from the words 
of the text, that our Saviour means to re- 
conamend to his difciples, fuch an ardent love 
of himfelf, as would prove fufficient under 
the greateft difficulties to keep them ftedfaft, 
though they were certain of incurring the 
hatred of the moft intimate friends, and draw- 
ing upon themfelves the moft grievous per- 
fecutions. 

JBut the words may be well underftood in 

a greater latitude^ as requiring from us fuch 
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a conftant, lively regard to him^ fuch ah ha- 
bitual and intenfe love to his religion, as wiU 
be fuperior to every paffion and afFeftioh 
which the objcifts of fen fe may excite, and 
teach us to overcome, as he alfo overcame. 

For though by the blefling of God we are 
fo happily fituated, as not to be put to thofe 
fevere proofs of duty, to which the primitive 
Chriftians were, yet there are ftill trials for 
us all, daily arifing from the common rela- 
tions and affairs in life, by which we are called 
to evince our virtue, and the fincerity of our 
love to God. 

Men are often betrayed into wickedheft, 
by the infinuating fmiles, or thfe terrifying 
frowns of thofe they regard; and prevailed 
on to ftep over the commands of God, for 
the benefit of their dependants ; — to have rc- 
courfe to indiredt and difhoneft methods, ih 
order to aggrandize their family, or to fupply 
their urgent wants. 

It canhot be denied, but that the ptace 

and profperity bf thofe with #ht>m Wt att 
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connefted, either by the ties of nature or 
friendfhip, is what we all muft be pleafed to 
promote; — and that domeftic divifions aind 
calamities are peculiarly feverc. To perfons 
of tender and afFed:ionate hearts, there is no 
fenfation fo acute, — no points of duty fo dif- 
ficult as thofe that oblige them to thwart the 
powerful pleadings of focial and relative dif- 
treffes,- — Yet fuch felf-denial, however bitter 
and painful the conflii^:, is what our Lord, 
with juftice and reafon, requires us to perform. 

We are to do our duty, without confi^ering 
whether or no it be beneficial to the concerns 
of ourfelves or our friends ; — we are tofuffer 
every thing, to rijk every thing, rather than 
violate the bonds of honour and honefty ; — 
we are to fubdue every inclination, to over- 
rule every influence that may interfere with 
our charadteriftic duties, or counteradl the 
grand intereft we have in Chrift Jefus our 
Lord. 

In plain matters of duty, in which the 

peace of confcience is engaged, no authority 

can fuperfede that which is fupreme in our 
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heavenly Father. Parental fubmiffi on,— filial 
afFeftion, — paternal obligation,— ^very relative 
tie, muft immediately be fet afide, when our 
internal monitor informs us that they are fo- 
liciting to what is wrong. — * If thy brother, 
the fon of thy mother, or thy fon, or thy 
daughter, or the wife of thy bofom, or thy 
friend, who is as thine own foul, would en- 
tice thee in fecret to the violation of any 
divine law, thou (halt not hearken nor conn- 
fcnt unto him.' When therefore you are 
folicited to fin by your intimate relatives and 
friends, by their examples, threats, or per- 
fuafions ; — or when you arc tempted to any 
unjuft practices, for the fplendor or the fup- 
port of your family; — O remember in the 
ilruggle of contending paflions which fuch a 
trial muft occafion, — remember, that your 
duty to God ^nd your Saviour, is to love him 
with ajl your heart, with all your foul, and 
with all your ftrength ; — that for him you 
are to fprfake all that are near and dear to 
you ; — -and that if you can prefer to him any 
kindred bond, ajiy formed alliance, any earthly 
attachment, you are wholly unworthy of him. 

The 
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The. text ofFers a iparticular encouragement 
to cherifti this difpofition of mind;— fof the 
declaration, that * He who loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me^ 
implies, that he who adts otherwife, may in 
fome degree be worthy of him. If we do 
not fhew ourfelves his genuine followers, we 
cannot be worthy of Chrift ; — ^however we 
may flatter ourfelves,— whatever high ©pinion 
we may entertain upon being born under 
the Gofpel difpenfation, he who loves not 
Chrift above all things here below, is not 
worthy of him, — is not his difciple, — is not a 
Chriftian, To be worthy of him, we muft 
let his precepts and his example diredt all our 
aftions : — we muft properly maintain the cha- 
f a^aer of our profeflion, a^d by our fubmiOion 
to his command, and conftant endeavour to 
pleafe him, prove ourfelves to be his faithful 
and obedient fervants, and according to his 
terms of falvation, qualify ourfelves, as far as 
in us lies, for the kingdom pf heaven. 

To be ftridly worthy of Chriji is indeed 
impoflible ; the beft men cannot deferve any 
£aivour at the hand of God ; — the pureft of 

his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



266 On our Love of Chriji. 

his adions ftand greatly in need of mercy, — 
and far from wifhing his merits to be weighed, 
he muft earneftly entreat his offences to be 
pardoned : — ^yet God will gracioufly accept, 
through the mediation of his bleffcd Son, our 
fincere difpofitions to, and ftruggles after 
righteoufnefs, as if they were of themfelves 
meritorious ; — =and by his gracious promifey 
we may claim a reward, as if due to us of 
right. Hence virtuous and good men, they 
who fincerely comply with thofe eftablifhed 
rules, which he has prefcribed as terms of 
his acceptance, are faid to be worthy ; — ex- 
preffions to this purport we meet with in 
many places of Scripture* 

As an encouragement to our love and obe- 
dience, our benevolent Saviour has given us 
likewife his facred promife, that every inftance 
of our affe<3:ion fhall have its reward ; and 
whatever felf-denial, or fufferings of any kind 
we fhall undergo 3 and whatever loiTes wc 
fhall fuftain in our chriftian courfe for his 
iakc, we fhall be fufficiently recompenfed. — 
* There is no man,' faith our Lord; * that 
hath left houfe, or brothers, or fifters, or 
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father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
knds, for my fake and the Gofpel's, but he 
ftiall feceive an hundred fold now in this time;' 
^-^that is, he (hall either in the courfe of 
providence be reftored to more than he has 
loft, ot he (hall receive more than an equlva^ 
lent, in that peace and fatisfa<Sion o{ mind, 
which arife from the fenfe of a good con* 
fcience, and the favour of God ; — * and in 
the world to come, life everlafting/ 

Endeavour then to fix the love of your 
Redeemer in your heart ; and cultivate this 
principle, as the root from which every chrif- 
tian grace muft rife to perfe^on. Confider 
thofe motives which may excite a rational 
affedion. Contemplate his glory, as revealed 
in the Gofpel i and think ferioufly on all the 
amazing inftanccs of his condefcenfion and 
humility, of his compaffion and good- will to 
n^nkind ; — then go and keep him in your 
view,— go, and fliew your love by your obe- 
dience, — by living unto God through him, 
denying all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts.— 
Let it be your care, the great point of your 
ambition, .to form j^ourfelf as much as pof- 
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SERMON XV. 



ON THE PARTIALITY OF SELF- 
JUDGMENT. • 



2 Sam. xii. 7. 
Nathan /aid unto David^ Thou art the man. 

A SMALL knowledge of mankind, is 
fufficient to prove, how very arduous a 
talk it is to conquer thofe inclinations, which 
by a long indulgence, have taken root fb 
deeply, as to become a fecond nature ;— every 
one muft be fenfible, that it requires much 
difcretion to adminifter good counfel in fuch 
a manner, as may touch the powerful fprings 
of adtion, and bring men back to the love 
and pradtice of virtue. 
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It is necejSary therefore, when we endeavour 
to convince men of their errors, carefully to 
avoid all reproachful, language, which often- 
times has more the appearance of fetting our 
own judgment in a fuperior light, than any 
real wifti of reclaiming others, and is more 
likely to harden men in their follies, than to 
bring them to reafon ; — for there is implanted 
in us a natural diflike to every thing which 
appears dictatorial and arbitrary. 

Nor indeed are men at all ea/y of accefs, 
even in the way of friendly admonition: they 
are averfe to open and undiiguifed inftruAion, 
though offered in the fpirit of meeknefs ; and 
are difpleafed at reproof, though cloathed in 
the fofteft expreffions, and bearing the cleareft 
evidence of a ki^d intention. At the moft 
diftant idea of reprehenfion, pride takes the 
alarm, keeps guard on the fide of paffion, and 
ftops up every avenue to the heart j prevent- 
Wg all chance of open, immediate advice ; 
and fruftrating all endeavours of reclaiming 
them from their errors, and bringing them 
acquainted with themfelves. 
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In confideration of thefe difficulties, the 
wifeft mafters of morality found it expedient, 
in fome degree, to veil the light of truth 
from the prejudiced eye, and to conceal the 
moft important precepts in the drefs of fable, 
which has the power of (hewing men their 
faults^ without doing injury to the delicacy 
of t\it\r felf-love. As it cenfures vices, in a 
manner not perfonal to them, they find its 
judgment neither bitter, nor ofFenfive; and not 
thinking themfelves concerned, are brought^ 
"before they are aware, to pafs fentence upon 
their own conduft. 

Modeft and fearful truth, rarely admitted 
into the company of the greats dares not 
give them leflbns in her own perfon, face to 
face; but having borrowed the difguife of 
parable, infinuates, even to princes, the wifeft 
inftrudlions, and moft feafonable reproofs, 
which, if delivered in plain terms, would be 
rather hurtful than beneficial. 

Had the prophet Nathan, when he went 
to David, to bring him to a fenfe and con- 
viSion of what he had done againft the honour 
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and life of Uriah, declared the real intention 
of his errand, by a diredt accufation, and ex- 
prefs charge — it is not unlikely but he might 
have raifed his anger, and determined him to 
continue in his fault ; — had he immediately 
attacked his fins, and come abruptly to the 
point he had in view ^ — had he at once pointed 
out his guilt, in naked, undifguifed colours, 
and plainly reproached him for his heinous 
tranfgreffions, of adultery and murder; — 
perhaps he had been rebuked for his prefump- 
tuous intrufion, or been difmifled in hafle, 
as Paul w^as by Felix, w^ith this fhuffling di-^ 
latory excufe, * Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient feafon, I will fend 
for thee/ 

But the holy man purfued a diiFercnt and 
more prudent courfe ; by the help of an honeft 
and ingenious artifice, he conveyed inftrudtion 
to the ear of a king, without offending it; and 
Jed him, without tumult and oppofition, to 
the acknowledgment and amendment of his 
errors. He knew that Dayid would have 
readily difcerncd the nature of fuch an injury 
\xi others ; — would have pitied the Ju^erer, and 
I punijhed 
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punijhed iki^ offender % and that, if he could 
for a time conceal the delinquent^ till he had 
clearly ftated the crime ^ a fair and impartial 
judgment would be procured. — He therefore 
goes to him with a fictitious cafe, and in a 
parable reprefents an aftion of inhumanity 
and injuftice, far inferior indeed to his own ; 
— and yet bearing fo much refemblance that 
it could not but ftrike him with irrefiftiblc 
convidtion, when fhown in a proper light. 

The cafe was defcribed with the moft 
moving and pathetic circumftances ; — fuch are 
the eafe and familiarity of the narration, the 
concifenefs and fimplicity of it, the particular 
Jitnefs and propriety with regard to the per/on 
to whom it was addrefled ; — all the parts of 
the reprefentation are fo natural and beautiful, 
that they are well adapted to make a deep im- 
preflion on the mind, and mingle pleafure 
with inftrudlion. 

* There were two men in one city,* fays 

the prophet, * the one rich and the other 

poor* The rich man had exceeding many 

;iock$ and herds : but the poor man had ho* 
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things ikvt one little ewe-lamb, which hft 
had bought and nourifhed up : and it grew 
tip together with hhny and with his children j 
it did eat of his owti meat, and drank of his 
own cup, and lay in his bolbm, and was unto 
him as a daughter. And there came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and he fpared to take of 
his ow^jiocky and of his own herd, to drefs 
for the wayfaring man ; but he took the poor 
man's lamb, and drefied it for the man that 
was come to him/ 

David was immediately fired with indigna- 
tion at fuch flagrant injuftice and oppreffioa j 
his anger greatly kindled againft the fuppofed 
offender, and he faid to Nathan, * as the 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done ihis 
thing fliall furely die." 

Juft and righteous was the 'fentence pro- 
nounced by David: — but whatmufthavfe beea 
his furprize and aftonifhment, when he found 
he had pafled this ftrid: judgment on himfelf ! 
y And Nathan faid unto David, thou art the 
man.' — The ewe-lamb was the wife of Uriah, 
whom thou, without any pity or compaflioi^ 
2 \ by 
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by means the moft artful and wicked, tookedft 
from his bofom in defiance of the laws of 
that God who has given thee wives and con- 
cubines in abundance, and all things richly 
to enjoy :— turn thine anger therefore againft 
thyfelf, — refled: on thine ingratitude ; — for if, 
according to thine own judgment, the rich 
man, who took away the poor man's lamb, 
deferved death ; — what fentence wilt thou 
pais upon thyfelf, who haft not only taken 
away the wife of another man, but to this 
guilt of adultery, haft added the dreadful 
crime of premeditated murder, by caufing the 
poor man alfo to be flain. 

Struck with this home charge, the king 
had not any thing to offer in juftification of 
his condud:, no palliation for fo atrocious an 
offence y — as Jie had pronounce^d fentence of 
death on the rich man, who had robbed his 
poor jieighhour of his lamb, he could have 
nothing to alledge in vindication of himfelf 
who had robbed his poor neighbour of his 
honour and his life. And as ibon as he began 
to xefleft, and make an application of, the 
parable to his own particular cafe, his pre- 
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j^dipes fubfided; — his paflions were corredtcd; 
truth darted conviftion to his foul; his natural 
rcditude gained the afcendency; his con- 
(cknce was alarmed; his mind was filled 
with hwror and remorfe at the recoUedlion of 
his pad ciimcJ, which he now law reprefented, 
as in a glafe, in the moft exa<ft and lively 
colours; and the home-felt teftimonies of his 
own guilt, and the fincere penitence of his 
heart, burft forth in this honeft Gonfei3ion>— 
*'I have finned againji the LorcL^ 

It appears from this hiftory, that there is 
implanted in our breaft a confcioufiiefs of good 
and evil, which is rarely, if ever entirely 
fmothered. — The rational mind has a ftandard 
of right and wrong within itfelf; and if it h6 
not obfcured and weakened, by fome acci- 
dental caufes, nothing more is needful, in 
order to have a fair judgment, than to pre- 
fent the obgeft to it. As every man who has 
the organs of fight, mufl: perceive an eflential 
difference between light and darknefs; and 
every one, whofe palate is not wholly vitiated 
and depraved, muft inftantly difcern betweea. 
fweet and bitter, fo they who are endued with 
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the faculty of judging, common to the ra^ 
tional kind, muft diftinguifti between thtjuji 
and unjuji adlions of men, and their hearts 
muft condemn and hate the one, and approve 
^d love the other. 

This fenfe of good and evil is very clear, 
when we pafs judgment upon others ; we then 
expofe the counterfeit appearance of fin ; — 
we fee the malignity of irregular excefles in 
a ftrong light; and readily own, that fuch 
condud: is improper,— repugnant to every 
thing that is equitable or generous ; and ob^ 
noxious to all laws, both moral and divine. 

But at the fame time that we can rightly 
enough diftinguifli concerning the faults of' 
other men, and pafs a juftcenfure upon their 
aiftions,-^how apt are we, either entirely tb 
overlook our own crimes, turning away our 
attention, and fixing it on different objefts ; 
f— or elfe, by fome ibftening extenuations, to 
caft their deformity in fhades^ and lefTen them 
}nto tolerable infirmities ? 

T3 for 
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For though we have a full knowledge of 
our duty, we are very ingenious in finding 
out plaufible pretences to excufe our neglect- 
ing it. Pofitive and abfolute as every one of 
God's commands are, yet how eafily do w6 
acquit the breach of them, when we ourfelves 
are the tranfgreffors, although we fhould fee 
them in their real deformity, when committed 

by our neighbours Self-love and felf-con- 

ceit, draw a veil over the dark ground of ouf 
own adtions ; — we place them in the faireft 
point of view ; — and though we magnify the 
foibles of others into enormous crimes, we call 
our vices by the foftened appellation of human 
frailties, and fometimes indeed even cover 
them under the falfe difguife of fomething 
praife-worthy. Hence our pride, whatever 
that of others be, is elevation of foul, and a 
juft fenfe of oiir own worth ; our extravagance 
is reprefentcd to the deluded imagination as 
generofity, and our ambition as a laudable 
gteatnefs of fpirit. Thus vice infufes itfclf 
under the femblance of virtue; we fpcak 
peace to ourfelves, when there is no peace^ 
and fancy we are in perfed fecurity, when 

there 
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there may be only a hair's breadth between 
us and eternal mifery. 

Was not this the cafe of David ? — How 
clearly did he difcover the fault of the rich 
man, in taking the poor man's lamb; and 
how ready was he to inflidt a punifliment on 
him ; although, till the prophet by furprizc 
brought convidtion to his breaft, he had never 
felt the cruelty and injuftice of his own con- 
4ud:, to the faithful, honeft Uriah, whom 
he had deprived of the wife of his bofom, 
and had likewife made an inhuman facriiice 
to his luft. 

If this be the common rule of judging,— 
if from the experience of human life, you 
find, that the underftanding of men forfakes 
them, in thofe inftances alone, where they 
have forfaken virtue ; — and that their judg-^ 
ment is dlways erroneous, where their condu^ 
\% fo : — this will clearly point out from whence 
the delufion has arifen ; and by what means 
they have been fo grofsly deceived : — the 
adive powers of their mind are fo enveloped 
in fome ftrong prevailing inclinations, that 
T 4 they 
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. they neither fee nor hear any thing but what 
tends to favour their . particular objefts q£ 
choice and approbation. 

This partiality in the inquiries concerning 
our own proceedings and thofe oi others y may 
be eafily accounted for. — When we are pafling 
our cenfures on the actions of our acquaintance, 
the peculiar bias of their afFedions, have no 
force upon our niind§, but we are left free to 
deliberate, and diftinguifh between right and 
wrong -.TT-but when a man is going to judge 
of bvnfelfy of whom he is fond, even to excefs, 
the cafe is quite altered, the underftanding is 
fct afide, and prejudice takes its place y — ^felf- 
love is immediately up in arpis, the paflions 
and afF^dions are fialle^ in a^; poupfcUors, an4 
when they hav^ got. ^e afcendent^ ppints of 
the higheft moment tp the cpds of religion 
are ag^inft him^ The ftrongcft evidence that 
contradifts theif inclinations, is ftifled, and 
ftinds for nothing, while the mofl; trifling 
ihew of feafpn, pn the $de they wifti to 
favour, is fet dovvn, as the moft cpavincing^ 
gnd yn^ipfw^rable argument* 



Do 
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Do we defire to prevent thefe evUs ? To 
form a true judgment of the nature and cha<- 
rafter of our ways; to penetrate into the 
kbyrinths of the heart ; and to make a con- 
tinued progrefs in virtue ? It is neceflary then, 
that we be diffident, and jealous of ourfclves, 
iincere in our endeavours to view every objeft 
with candor and finglenefs, unbiafTed by felf. 
intereft, and ftedfaftly fixed upon proper and 
clear evidence, examining every objedl in its 
own light and genuine colours. We fhould 
prove ourfelves with critical exadlnefe, and 
inquire into every a6lion, into every afFeSion, 
without prejudice, and without partiality, free 
from falfe luftre, and artificial difguifes* 

That we may not deceive ourfelves in a 
matter of fuch great concern, as the judg-^ 
ment of our i^ate, both moral and religious, 
it is expedient that we fhould, as far as pof- 
fible, forget it is our own cafe we are ex-» 
amining, and pafs as fevere a cenfure upon it 
as we fhould do^ was it that of our neighbour, 
to whofe faults we can have no partiality.—!? 
Was this the general rule, how often fhould 
if(S^ ^fi4 the mote tn our ewn eye become ^ 

enormous 
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enormous beam ; whik, on the contrary, the 
^eam in our brother' Sy would dwindle away 
4a an infignificant mote. Whenever we are 
goiug to commit what we call only a trifling 
folly, as the mere riddance of a leifure hour ; 
let us flop and confider, whether we ftiould 
put the fiune gentle conftrudlion upon it, was 
it done by any one to whom we had a bitter 
enmity* This, and this only, is the true way 
of examining our own hearts ; — and if they 
^ condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God/ 

Let me intreat you to be patient of reproof, 
which Solomon calls * the way of life ;* — to 
have an ear open to the admonitions of friend- 
ihip, and an heart to receive them with 
afedion, though they bring your faults lo 
remembrance, and even reproach you with 
your folly : — to be of a docile perfuadablc 
fpirit, and de£rous of fuch inibrudion as may 
lay you open to yourfelves, fo clearly, that 
you cannot miftake either the chara<f^er you 
arc, or that which you ought to be. That 
inan who grow« impatient, and becomes 
Ungry at any rebuke, though given in the 

moft 
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xnoft affedtionate manner^ aiid carrying tht 
marks of fincerc friendfliip, plainly fhews he 
is too much intcrefted in his errors, that his 
paflions are become his mafters, and that he 
is unwilling to part with them* How diffc* 
rent a fpirit was that of the royal pfalmift i — 
* Let the righteous fmite me^ it fliall be a 
kindncfs ; and let him reprove me, it fhall 
be excellent oil, which fliall not break mjr 
head/ 

Particularly, let the words of truth bt 
fomething more than an empty found in your 
ears 5 and when you come to this place of 
wor{hip> come with candour and attention 1 
with teachable minds, and humble hearts, td 
be convinced and amended of your faults s— 
not to apply the diftinguifliing marks of the 
wicked to your neighbours and acquaintance % 
—not on the defcription of any particular 
vice to caft 1 reflefting thought on another, 
and fay, * f^i?« art the mati,' but to examine 
carefully, whether you are not the perfon, 
whofe condudt is fo truly reprefented : — to 
^apply the chara<aer to yourfelves, and taking it 
home to your ownconfcience^ fay, vdth heart-* 

felt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



284 On the Partiality of SeJf^ Judgment. 

felt forrow, — Yea, Lord, this is a true pidhire 
of my own follies, I'necd go no further, the 
reprefentation is but too clofe a rcfemblance of 
myfelf ;— it fpcaks home to my feelings, and 
iays, * thou art the man/ 

And whenever you find yourfdvcs pointed 
out in any parable,-r-if the fpiritual mirror 
iippartially refle(!ts to you the frame and com<» 
plexion of your inward temper, — ^if the word 
of truth fliould at any time roufe you from 
the lethargy of fin, and fl:rike y^ur awakened 
cpnfcienjce with remorfe for your mif-lpent 
life,— if threatened punifliment alarm and ter- 
rify you, — do not fl:ifle the conviftion, — do 
not endeavour to get rid of it, by hurrying 
into frefli amufements, and plunging your- 
felves deeper and deeper in guilt ;— but rather 
ftudy, by all proper means, by retirement, 
meditation, and prayer, to ftamp the im- 
prefliions ftrongeron the mind,' till they have 
compleated the good work, for whi9h God 
defigned them; and wrought out a repentance, 
as fincere and eflfedual as that of David ;-^ 
till you are enabled, by divine grace, to refift 
the afiaults pf pafiion, and to go on i^ a fteady 

Pfiinterrupte4 
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uninterrupted courfe of piety and virtue ;— 
and can fay, with hope, as that great man 
did, after his convidtion ; — • Try me, O God, 
and feek the ground of my heart ;— prove me, 
and examine my^thoughts;— look well if there 
be any way of wickednefs in me, and lead 
me in the way everlafting/ 




SER- 
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SERMON XVL 

ON THE NATIONAL ADVANTAGEl 
OP THE MAGDALEN CHARITV. 

AN ANNIVBR5AJLY SE«.MOfir. 



Luke xv. i8, ig. 



I m/J arlfe, and go to my Father ; and will Jay 
^nto Am J Father y I hwne Jinned againfi 
Hearjen ^nd before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy Son ; make me as one 
^ thine hired Serfuants. 

J N this paraMe, whkii sboimds 'vnxh liie 
moft tiatirral and pathtrtic images, our Sa- 
viour has reprefented to us the 'fatal tendency 
of iomioderate pleaftxrc, and theiiappy efieds 
of ^cere repentance. — -A licentious yontYx, 

impatient 
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impatient to be his own mafter, and to give 
a free fcope tx^ his own inclinations^ having 
coUeifted all his fubftancc! together, l^movcd 
into another part of the country, bx from the 
reftraint and admonition of his friends ; where, 
in a fhort time, by his fenfuality and volup- 
tuoUfnefs, he diflipated his treafure, and was 
reduced to the moft contemptible and mifer- 
able condition, in which human nature can 
poflibly be- The many bitter difficulties and 
hardfliips, into which his folly had brought 
him, at length awakened his reafon, and 
ftirred him up to refledtion : the confequence 
of which was, that he wifely refolved to 
apply to that aflfedion and goodnefs, which 
he had often experienced. I will arife, fays 
he, and return torayfether; and, without 
attempting to palHate or difguife the unwor- 
thinefs of my condud, I will frankly confcfs 
my guilt againft heaven and againft hhn ; and 
will earneftly intreat admittance into his fa- 
mily/ hot as a fan, to eafc aiid indulgence j 
but as a fervant, to earn my bread by the 
labour of my hands. The penitent return of 
the fon immediately blots his fault out of thd 
menaory of the father, and, inilead of refcnt«^ 

ment 
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mcnt and repro ches, tendernefs and com- 
paffiontakc place* He runs, he falls en his 
neck, he kifles him: he interrupts him in 
his acknowledgments ; fufFers him not to 
utter his requeft of being admitted as a fer- 
vant ; and, deaf to every thing but his affec- 
tion, crowns his forgivenefs with his libe* 
rality, commanding a feaft to be prepared, 
that chearfulnefs and pleafure might be dif-' 
fufed through the whole family, and every 
one be a partaker of his joy, * For this my 
fon,' fays he, * was dead, and is alive again ; 
and was loft, but is found/ 

The parable is a lively pidure of the infti- 
tution, which it is the peculiar defign of this 
annual meeting to countenance and encourage : 
and the fubjed: would naturally lead me to 
point out the propriety and particular beauties 
of the feveral parts of it, and to (hew how 
exaftly the various . circumftances of this 
charity correfpond with it : for one would 
think, that the native excellence of fuch a 
plan, the declared end of which is the re- 
covery of human creatures from vice and 
mifcry, and their re-eftablifliment in the paths 

U of 
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of virtue and happinefs; one would think 
that fuch an admirable plan could not fail, 
only upon being held up to view, of making 
an irrefiftible impreffion upon the hearts of 
all beholders, and exciting them to a liberal 
contribution towards the fupport of it. But, 
as the wifeft and beft inftitutions, inftead of 
engaging the efteem and encouragement they 
deferve, are frequently oppofcd ; and the co- 
operating afliftance of worthy men is fomc- 
times precluded by groundlefs cenfures and 
mifreprefentations ; and as, with refpedt to 
this in particular, there are, who, like the 
elder brother in the parable, either miftaking 
the nature of the defign, or prejudiced againft 
the objefts of it, have taken pains to fet it 
in a difagreeable light, and depreciate its value; 
it fhall be my endeavour ta lay before you 
the intrinfic excellence and importance of it, 
and to vindicate it againft fuch cavils and 
objedlions ; from a reafonabic confidence, that 
it can maintain its ground againft every attack, 
and that the more it is examined with candor 
and impartiality, the more it will increafe and 
'flourifh. » 



If 
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If the true genius and nature of this infti- 
tution be confidered, it will be found to be 
highly ufeful, both in a civil and religious 
capacity ; for thopgh it may feem to regard 
fome few private perlbns only, yet it inti- 
mately affects the public welfare : for the 
amendment of every particular member of 
the community is conducive to the good of 
the whole body ; and promotes, in a certain 
degree, the fafety and profperity of the nation 
in general, at the fame time that it fecures the 
moft important interefts of the individual. 

It is univerfally acknowledged, that the 
ftrength and riches of a nation effentially de- 
pend upon the-number of the people : and it 
is very evident, that this eftablifliment mufl 
have a confiderable effed: with refpedt to this 
weighty article \ fince the immediate tendency 
of it is to multiply the inhabitants, by pre- 
venting licentioufnefs and indifcriminate in- 
dulgence, and thus dirediing to their proper 
end thofe origmal appetites and affections, 
which determine men to the continuation. of 
their kind; and which the Father of all has 
been pleafed, for wife and good purpofes, 
U 2 to 
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to fix and implant deeply in human nature. 
When thefe are duly regulated, they lead ta 
honourable marriage; a ftate, which every 
wife nation has encouraged, as the true fupply 
of its people. But when they are indulged 
without the marriage-ftate, and the exorbitant 
gratification of brutal defire is purfued, they 
not only deprive us of the happieft enjoy- 
ments of fecial and domeftic life, but pre- 
vent us from anfwering the ends of our being: 
they become like an impetuous overflowing 
torrent, which, inftead of producing fertility 
and plenty, carries ruin and defolation with 
it ', and, was the pradice univerfally to pre- 
vail, the world, in a generation or two, would 
be almoft depopulated. — The unreftrained 
purfuit of fenfual pleafure, which is fhame- 
.fully prevalent among us, and, in fome fort, 
our diftinguifliing charader, is not only a 
prevention of marriage, infomuch that not a(i 
half, I prefume not much above a third of 
the inhabitants of this city ai^d its fuburbs, 
who are between twenty and forty years of 
a,gej, are united in wedlock ; — but it has alfo 
jfo corrupted the mind, and introduced fuch 
,% degenerate way of thu;l^iing and ading, that, 

in 
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irf general, where marriage takes place, the 
true and proper ingredients of a happy union 
are generally negleded ; and the bale views 
of intereft are the prime actuating motive. 
And where there is no inclination of heart, 
no perfonal choice, 'tis no wonder that a 
formal afFefted civility fuccectds ; which is 
followed by indifference and averfion, by dif- 
guft and feparation. The fatal influence to 
the community, with refpedl to population, is 
very apparent ; for though the dimenfions of 
the metropolis are indeed enlarged, yet this 
feems to be wholly owing to that luxury and 
grandeur, which naturally arife from the 
excefs of our trade, and the overflow of our 
wealth; fince, if we compare the prefent 
Regiflers of Chrifteiiings and Burials with 
thofe of about half a century ago, it will 
appear, that our numbers are diminrfhed, or, 
however, not at all increafed. The inftitu- 
tion before us is therefore of great importance 
to the public, not only as it removes thofe 
who arc the mfe Ives loft to Ibciety, and the 
chief caufe of this evil j but as it fettles them 
in life, and puts them in the way ot becoming 
the happy mothers of a numerous ofl^spnng. 
U3 But 
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But the ftrength and riches of a nation 
confifl ftill more effentially in the induftry, 
than in the number of its inhabitants ; and 
efpecially in this country, which depen46 
upon trade and manufaftures, the fobriety 
and diligence of the people are the only folid 
foundation of its profperity and happincfs. 
Can we fee then, without horror and com- 
paflion, a large number of abandoned crea- 
tures, who have thrown off all the reftraints 
of that modefty, which is the natural defence 
and honour of their fex, and profeffedly^ live 
by their proflitution ? For what can be the 
confequence, but floth and diflipation, and a 
numerous train of fuch enormities, as deface 
the beauty and order of fociety, and naturally 
tend to the deftrudion of government ? Idle 
and unprofitable themfelves, they feek a fup- 
port in the feduftion and ruin of others ; and 
the giddy unexperienced youth, who are caught 
in the toil which is prepared for them, are 
hurried on, not knowing whither, into a 
labyrinth of error and licentioufnefs : they 
are drawn from the firft indulgence of irregular 
paffion to a fecond, and from one ftage of fin 
to another, till they are led into the groflfeft 

adh 
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afts of wickednefs . For diflblutenefs of man- 
ners naturally creates much expence \ and as, 
at the fame time, it begets indolence and 
lazinefs, which provide not for the leaft, 
poverty foon comes upon them like an armed 
man : and poverty, fo procured, inftead of 
looking out for honeft expedients of redrefs, 
urges the quicker means of fraud and treachery, 
of rapine and violence, for a fupply ; every 
way injurious to the public, as in not having 
induftry in itfelf, fo in preying upon the in- 
duftry of others, — If this be the cafe, the 
higheft benevolence appears upon the face of 
this charity, which is calculated for the fup- 
predion of that pradlice, by which the in- 
duftry of multitudes is obftrudted ; for re- 
forming the manners of thofe, who ftudy to 
difFufe the malignity ; and for leading them 
to a right difcharge of thofe offices, by which 
they may be ufeful to themfelves and others, 

But%ot only the important interefts of the 
ftate, comprehended in the numbers and in- 
duftry of its people \ but the important in- 
tereft of our fellow-creatures, comprehended 
in peace of confcience and the favour of God,' 
U 4 are 
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are the cbjcds which this inftitution has in 
view. Like the wife and affedionate father 
in the parable, it regards fober penitents \\ ith 
foothing tcndernefs, and entertains them with 
the mpfl cordial marks of compafficn and 
love ; with a kiijd intention to refcue them 
from their depravity and mifery, and to lead 
them in the way of hclinefs to their true per- 
jFedlion and higheft happinefs. This part of 
the defign is therelbre the nobleft, which 
can be imagined; and the beft and moil 
(effeftual means are pUrfued for the accom- 
plifliment of it. So that, inftead of remorfe 
and galling reflexions, they foon feel a folid 
tranquillity and peace ; and inftead of the 
contempt of man obtain the favour of God. 
J^or is the benefit of the charity confined to 
the individuals, who receive it, but is ex- 
tended far and wide ; for they become the 
jneans of counterafting the infedion which, 
themfelves have fpread, and of promoting the 
caufe of virtue and religion, by their own 
example and good manners. 

Yef, however excellent the defign be, fays 
|hc objedor, has it produced thefe good fruits ? 

ha$ 
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has it been efFeflual to a general, or even a 
partial reformation ? is there not as much of 
idlenefs and vice, as before ? and are the profti- 
tutes lefs numerous ? Let it be obferved, tKat 
the prefent Hock of this charity cannot pof-* 
fibly reach to all the objeds of it : and fhould 
every generous Ipirit, who has abilities and 
inclination to promote the pubhc good, concur 
ip the enlargement of it; yet fuch a fupply 
could not be reafonably e^^pefted, as would 
throw the doors open to every offender; and 
make it grow and tiourifh, hke the tree ia 
Nebuchadnezzar s Vifion, fo as to have in it 
m^atfor all. indeed asmatters ftand at prefent^ 
notwithftanaing- the objedion, and though 
the care and difcipHne of the houfe are not 
only fiee .from impeachment and fulpicion, 
but worthy of the higheft praife, I would 
rather be an advocate for retrenching than, 
increafing the number admitted ; lince the 
attention, which mufi: in fome degree lofe its 
efficacy, when divided amongft many, woulc^ 
accomplifh a perfect reformation, whqn ap-* 
plied to few. — Let it be obferved fiirther, 
that as its power does not reach to the ad- 
miffipn of all offenders, fo neither does its 

defigj^ 
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dcfign to the prevention of any offence : it 
does not hinder mifchief, but redrefles it : it 
does not go to the fountain-head, but purifies 
thofe ftreams, which, in paffing through dif- 
ferent foils, have contracted noxious qualities. 
And, as in the prefent ftate of human de- 
pravity, notwithftanding the beft public efta- 
blifhments and the greateft private care for 
the education of youth, mankind will always 
be in fome meafure corrupted, and the irre- 
gular indulgence of animal paflions be more 
or lefs prevalent in- all large focieties ; fuch 
an inftitution, however extenfive its power, 
however efFedtual its difcipline, will never fail 
of having fome abufes to reftify, fome offenders 
to reform. So that there can be no true 
ground and colour for the above objeftion ; 
but it may be afTerted with truth, concerning 
this charity, that as much as idlenefs and de- 
bauchery prevail at prefent, they would have 
prevailed much more without it ; and that, 
though the number of proflitutes may not be 
diminifhed, yet it is no little honour and ad- 
vantage, that they are kept from increafing 
and multiplying. 



Is. 
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Is it poffible then to reclaim thofe, who 
are far gone in impious and immoral courfes, 
and live in open defiance to all decency ? Is 
not the impotence to good, contracted by evil 
habits, abfolute and fixed ? Can you wa(h th(^ 
Ethiopian white, and expedt any harveft from 
the impenetrable rock ? — There are indeed, 
who harden themfelves againft reproof, and 
are altogether impatient of it : and 'tis a vain 
thing to attempt the converfion of them, who 
will not be converted ; or to inftrudt them, 
who flop their ears againft inftrucftiori. When 
the Habit of fin is increafed into a- ftate of 
inienlibility, and the mind is obftinately barred 
agaiaft amendment, the ftrongeft arguments 
will lofe their weight, and the moft earnell 
perfuafives and aiFecftionate exhortations be 
needkfs and to no purpofe. The perverfe- 
nefs of fuch, defeats the beft means for their 
convidion, and deprives us of all rational 
hope of their amendment. But there arc 
many others, whofe confciences are ftruck 
deep with a fenfe of the irregularities they 
have been guilty of, and call up a ferious at- 
tention to their own intereft and happinefs. 
They feel their wants ; and are defirous of 
4 ^c 
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the remedy, which is provided for them; 
their minds are fufceptible of good impref- 
fibns ; their ears are open to inftru6tion, and 
their hearts difpofed to receive it. Great 
TCgard is therefore had to the tempers and 
difpofitions even of thofe who apply for ad- 
mittance ; and the choice of the objefts i^ 
dircdted by the probability of fuccefs ; fo that 
the word feldom fails to make deep impreffion, 
and produce a lafling effeft. — AVhat then is 
to be done with thofe, whofe hearts are harder 
than the adamant, and who work wickednefs 
with greedinefs ? Are they to follow uninter- 
ruptedly ^ the bias of their own depraved 
hearts ? Are they to be let loofe to range to 
dnd fro, like beafts of prey, feeking whom 
they may devour ; and becaufe they will not 
be reformed and faved themfelves, (hall they 
be fufFered to corrupt and ruin others ? It 
were to be wilhed therefore, that fuch as 
come under the charafter of incurables, might 
be feparated from fociety, as infedious per*- 
foh§; and confined in fome proper place, 
where they might be regularly inured to hard 
labour, and to good inJiruBion. Perhaps, by 
\\it grape of Ged, in fome happy moment, 

they 
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they might be roufed out of their lethargy, 
and the principles of. reafon and confcience 
ftirred up to adipn. They might acquire a 
relilh of that fpiritual entertainment, which 
now they are averfe to ; and earneftly folicit 
that relief, which now they wilfully reject : 
at leaft the world would be freed from the 
contagion of fuch deftruftive examples, and 
if they could not be brought to do good, they 
would yet be prevented from doing harni.— 
J have added gQod inJiruSiion j for it is to be 
much lamented, that fome provifion of that 
kind is not eftablifhed in all common prifons, 
which are become the means of temptation, 
inftead of corredlion and amendment j harden- 
ing the young offender in the vices he has, 
apd teaching him thofe he has not. 

Will not however the fevere penalties, na- 
turally annexed to fin, work out their refor- 
mation, without the afliftance of fuch a plan ? 
Will not the bitter fruits of their own ways, 
fhame, poverty, and difeafe, which are the 
direft produce of intemperate courfes, con- 
vince them of their folly, and lead them to 
repentance ? — It is true indeed, that the af- 
3 ilidlions 
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flidions or punifhments, which are appointed 
by the firft and fovereign power to be the 
confequence of our own vices, and efpecially 
of fenfuality and voluptuoufnefs, where in a 
remarkable manner calamity keeps pace with 
guilt ; have a natural tendency to anfwer the 
mofl falutary purpofes ; to correct our faults, 
to bring us to a ferious confideration of our 
ways, to lay open to us our own works, and 
the tranfgreffions which we have exceeded. 
But can the amendment of fuch offenders, 
whofc minds have nothing in them for af- 
flidlions to lay hold of, be completely effefted 
by them ? Will thofe refolutions, which are 
extorted by the painful fenfe of natural evil, 
by the feelings of an acute difeafe, or pinching 
poverty, ftand firm againft temptation upon 
the return of health and plenty ? — Can any 
fteadinefs be expe<fted from thofe, who Con- 
fider not the moral deformity of fin ; have no 
juft fenfe of the dignity of virtue ; and are 
ftrangers to thofe motives, which alone can 
enable them to get the better of corrupt 
habits ? 'Tis evident in the nature of things, 
religious knowledge is the foundation, upon 
which they muft grow to any perfeiftion in 

^oodnefs; 
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goodnefs ; the very firft principles of Chrif- 
tianity muft be laid in their minds, before 
you can reafonably expeft a reformation in 
their lives and manners ; and thefe muft be 
explained and enforced by the repetition of 
wife and wholefome inftruftions. — But let it 
be allowed that their miferies are produdlive 
of fincere and well-grounded refolutions ; 
that before they were afflifted they went aftray, 
but now are determined to obey the precepts 
of their God : yet how are they to efcape 
from the intricate paths of fin, and enter 
into the paths of righteoufnefs ? How are 
they to rife above that infamy and contempt, 
which their vices have fixed upon them, and 
recover their credit among the wife and fober 
part of the world ? They find, as foon as 
they fet out, infurmountable obftacles in the 
way of their amendment ; and a dead weight, 
which clogs their virtuous endeavours, over- 
balances the ftrongeft efforts, and forces them 
back into their accuftomed courfe of life. In 
this pitiable ftate therefore, when they have 
no friend to fly to, and all the ordinary ap- 
proaches to reformation are blocked up ; this 
inftitution, which God in his mercy has raifed 

to 
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to be their protcd:or and deliverer, is excel- 
lently accommodated to their ftate of infirmity 
and guilt, redreffing all their grievances, and 
gratifying aU their wifhes. It preferves them 
from every temptation, which would blaft 
their good refolutiorts in the bud, and re- 
moves that load of difgrace, which would 
fruftrate their moft vigorous attempts for an 
honeft maintenance ; it improves the under- 
Handing, and meliorates the heart ; it inftrudls 
them in the important principles of the Chrif- 
tian religion, and leads them into thofe habits 
of piety and goodnefs, which are the chief 
ornament of the human foul ; in a word, it 
raifes them from the ruins of fin, and reflores 
them to the favour of God. 

Will God then be propitious to fuch finners, 
and receive fuch guilty creatures into favour ? 
Has he mercy in ftore for fuch polluted 
wretches ? Will he grant a full remiflion of 
their oflfences, and look upon them as if they 
had never finned ? — Placability is an efl^ential 
charadter of the Deity, and his moft amiable 
perfection : his compafiion and mercy are as 
confpicuous as his purity and holinefs : and 

as 
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as he cannot look but with difplcafure upon 
thofe, who perfevere impeniteiitly in their 
wickednefs, fo upon the bettering their hearts 
and reforming their converfation, he will be 
merciful to their unrighteoufnefs, and re- 
member their tranfgreffions no more. The 
voice of Qod fpeaks in the conftant bounty 
©f his providence, and in his mercies which 
Are over all his works, inviting finners to re- 
turn to their duty and to pardon : it fpeaks in 
his gracious meflages by the ancient prophets, 
calling iipon his people, and as it were in- 
treating them to accept the riches of his 
goodnefs ; afluring them, that, however ag- 
gravated their offences were, yet, if they 
would turn, they (hould live ; * Though thou 
haft played the harlot with many lovers, yet 
return to me> faith the Lord.' And the voice 
of his blefled Son founds throughout the New 
Teftament, * Gome unto me, all ye that are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reft.' The 
broken and contrite heart will never be de- 
ipifedj the penitent prodigal will be met 
with open arms ; and * there is joy among 
the angels in heaven over one finner that 
repenteth/ 

X And. 
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And if tlien, far from being the ftern irt- 
cxorable Judge, the Almighty Creator, h'kd 
a tender and afFeftionate Father pities the in- 
firmities, and pardons the difobedience of hisf 
degenerate creatures \ furely no one will alkdg^ 
the unworthinefs of the prefent objeifts, as a 
plea for his negled: of them. We fhould 
cherifti benevolent difpofitions towards the 
loweft and worft of the human fpecies ; and 
when God regards them with compfSon and 
tendernefs, we fhould not treat them with 
negledt and fcorn. The weaknefles of our 
own hearts ftiould be an apology for the errors 
of our fellow-creatures; and the confciouf- 
nefs of our own frailties infpire that tender- 
nefs to others, which we fhew to Ourfelves y 
and teach us to look upon their fauhs with 
as much indulgence as we do upon our own. 
' — Are there no a.llowancea to be made for the 
fervor of youth, the frequency of temptation, 
the influence of bad example, and the delufive 
nature of fin ? Confider there are times and 
feafons of trial, to which a well-eftablifhed 
virtue has given way, and many have been 
betrayed into great tranfgreflions by precipi- 
tation, furprize, unexpefted events, want of 

due 
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iSiie rcfleftion, and the like ^^ in whom there 
Was no vicious inclination, and no bad hearts 

Were a number then of fuch unhappy fel- 
low-ereatureSi who have been drawn afide 
ty man3r concurring circumftances from the 
paths of virtue, and carried down the ftream 
bf pleafure, to appear before you ; with the 
deepeft fenfibility lamenting their weaknefs 
iand their gililt, and with heart-felt anguifli 
looking on the right hand and on the left for 
ft retreat from, the world, and a fhelter from 
temptation ; iniploring to be received ^ not to 
lazy and unprofitable indolence, biit to fervile 
iand ufeful employments ; would you fay, they 
\vere unworthy of your mercy ? Would you 
fpurn at their fubmiffioni and treat them 
with rigour ? Would you deny them all pro- 
,te6lion, all fafety and hope, and debar them 
from the manfions of repentance and comfort ? 
The mind which is open to the itnpreflions 
of humanity, and confidcrs the infeparable 
connexion between virtue and happinefs, and 
between vice and mifery, muft liften to their 
cries : you wdil not, you cannot be unconj=^ 
cerned, whether your brethren are virtuous 
X a or 
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or wicked, happy or miferable : the work-* 
ings of yonr own heart will excite an afFec-* 
tionate regard for their welfare, and conftrain 
you to ftretch out a helping hand for their 
relief, to cherifli fuch good beginnings, and 
to raife them again to their proper rank aniong 
the reafbnable creatures of God* — And furely, 
to fee perfons who have lived in the open 
praftice of every impurity, and been long 
accuftomed to carry on the work of the great 
deftroyer, labouring'Xiaily to fubdue the power 
of their corrupt lufts, conquering, and going 
on to conquer ; to fee them furnifhing their 
minds with fuch principles, as are the moft 
efFeftual guards againft temptation, and bring- 
ing forth fruits worthy of repentance ; to fee 
them approving themfelves to their own con- 
fciences; reconciled to their friends, and re- 
ilored to their heavenly Father, muft infpirc 
every ferious mind with fevourable fentiments 
of an inftitution, by which fo much evil is 
remtedied, and fo much good produced.' 

Upon the whole, if we attend to the mo^ 
tivcs which arife from the corrupt and dif- 
orderly ftate of things around Us, and the 

neceflity 
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ncccffity of promoting induftry- and virtue 
among mankind ; if we confider the bleffings 
confequent to them upon their being brought 
back to a true fenfe of their duty, or the 
bleffings confequent to ourfelves, upon being 
the inftruments of their recovery and refor- 
mation ; if we confider the intereft of the 
community to ^y^hich we belong, as Britons, 
or the intereft of that more extenfive com- 
munity to which w« belong as Chriftians, we 
cannot but be convinced of our obligatioi^ 
as' far as our influence and abilities extend, to 
fupport, encourage, and carry this work to 
perfedion. Every fentiment of humanity^ 
every reafon of government, every motive of 
piety, in (hort, every argument, which can 
operate upon a fociafl creature and lincere 
Chriftian, confpire in exciting our utmoft 
endeavours, that an undertaking, which heals 
at the fame time the natural and moral evils 
of our fellow-creatures, may nourifli, and go 
on extending more and more its falutary in- 
fluence. 

Let not then the mifreprefentatbns of folly 

^r prejudice fmother and cxtinguifh thofe 
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benevolent difpoiitions, which dignify your 
nature, and are fprings of comfort to th^ 
heart : let neither avarice nor luxury reilrain 
the bleffing$ of liberality fropi thepi, who 
fue to you for mercy. But rife iipmediately 
from the principles of a fenfqal and felfiib 
Jife ; a<ft upon th? moft enlarged notions of 
your civil and religious obligations^ and em? 
brace with ardor fuch an occafion, as is now 
prefented tQ you, * of faving fouls froni death, 
§nd covering ^ multitude of fins/ 

Give me leave to obferve, by way of con- 
clufion, that it will become us to fhew our 
fincerity in the difcharge of this duty by an 
uniform behaviour,, fuitable to the end which 
we profefs to have in view ; and, whilft we 
fuccefsfully contribute to the falvation of 
others, with zeal and diligence to work out our 
own. For every argument and niotive, which 
can he offered for reforming the prefent objeds 
of our bounty, and bringing them back to a 
right faith and a right pradtice, may be ap- 
plied to awaken our own hearts, and warm u« 
with a true fenfe of our own duty : and there 
ip nothinjg fo vain and ahfiird, as to pre^fnia 

Regard 
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regard to the intereft of our fellow-creatures 
and of religion, and at the fame time to dif- 
grace and diflerve it by a bad example. To 
appear upon this oceafion, as if animated with 
a love of focial virtue, and yet afterwards 
allow oQrfelves in fuch purfuits as ate -repug- 
nant to the good of fociety ; to ftand up ia 
public as the profefled fupporters and en- 
couragers of this inftitution, and yet be guilty 
in private of thofe enormities, which it is in- 
tended to reform; is grofsly to contradidt 
ourfelves : we thus pull down with one hand 
what we build up with the other ; and un- 
deniably prove ourfelves to be only in fpecu- 
lation the advocates of virtue, but in reality 
the friends and encouragers of vice. While 
the complete character is that of the man, 
who does good, not from oftentation and felfiih 
views, but from a folid principle of benevo- 
lence; who poflefles in himfelf that truth 
and virtue, which he ftudies by all prudent 
means to propagate to others ; who is atten- 
tive to the welfare of his fpecies in general, 
but watQhes with ftill more affedionate con- 
cern over his own family, forming their minds 
to Jufl notipns of things, and training them 
X4 up 
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up with a ftrift regard to innocence and purity 
of manners -, who is one and the fame man, 
abroad and at home, in public and in private; 
who goes on a6ting a rational confident part 
jn all circumftances of life, and by purifying 
his own heart, and doing good to the com- 
munity here, prepares himfelf fgr that more 
perfedl community,. * where nothing that der 
files can enter,' and where * they who turn 
many to righteoufnefs fhall ihine as the <!;«•« 
for ever and eye^ / 



SER. 
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ON TMfi JOY OF ANGEL S, 0V5H 
REPENTANT SINNERS, 



Luke xv. 7. 



J foy unto youy that likewife Joy Jhall be in 
Heaveriy aver one Sinner that repentethy more 
than over ninety ^nine juji PerfonSy ^whick 
need no Repentance. 

nPHOUGH wifdom and virtue have a 
• natural right to the fevour and efteem 
of pien, and feldom fail indeed of procuring 
it ; yet the beft and wifeft coridudl is often 
turned into matter of reproach ; and the faireft 
charaders are difcoloured by the deftrudtive 
blafts of envy, and the mifreprefentations of 
prejudice, 

This 
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This was verified in the inftancc of our 
blefled Saviour ^ againft whom, as foon 2^ he 
began to iiiftru<3: the people, and th^.fame of 
his miracles had drawn multitudes after him, 
the fpirit of enmity and oppofition was ftirred 
up ; and during the whole difcharge of his 
ininiflry, he had toiuilain the contnadidion 
of finners, the detradion of flanderers, and 
the vengeance pf the powerful, 

?rom the time of his entering upon his 
public ofiice, he was remarkable for an open 
generous familiarity, and freedom of behaviour. 
He was eaiy of accefs to aU, without re^ei^ 
of perfbns. He did not confine his conver- 
^tions to any party, to any fed:, to a certain 
liumber of afTociates : but admitted ail who 
l^forted to him ; and condefceixded to have 
fellowlhip with the pooreji aud memefi ; with 
paen of low rank, and defpicaMe manners, 
fnd even with publicans and finneys, 

"Xliis conduct ^va great o:^n€e to the 
Scribes and Pharifees> who valued themfelves 
highly upon an aifededappearance of peciiliar 
fandtity, and were too proud to be feen ift 

fuch 



Digifized by VjOOQ IC 



ever repentant Sinners^ 3 1 5 

(tch company ; they therefore laid hold of it 
with eagerncfs, and ufcd it as an argument^ 
to derogate at once froiji his piety, and the 
dignity of his charadler. ' The Pharifees 
^nd Scribes murmured, faying, this jjnan r^-? 
ceiyeth (inpers and eatelth with them/ 

Our Saviour condefcends to vindicate him-» 
felf from this invidious cenfure ; and to prove 
their objedtions erroneous and trifling ;-r-an4 
this he does in a manner fo judicious and 
/^miable ; in a manner fo thoroughly effedivQ 
of the grand purpofe of his miflion, that 
while he (hews the propriety of his proceeds 
ings, and rcjpreffes the rnurmurings of th^ 
Scribes and Pharifees, who blanked him for 
conyerfing with finwers, he encon^ages thofe 
very finners to retnrn tp their duty, by rcm 
prefenting the naercie?; of God towards fincere 
penitents, and the foniplacency and delight 
Jie takes in th^ni, 

It was one principal defign of our Sityiour'a 
foming, as he himfe|f declares, tq ' cal} 
iinncrs to repentance : he came to ' feek and 
^ayg that which vyas Ipft :* and therefore, in 

applying 
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applying himfelf to publicans and finncrs, he 
fulfilled part of his office. It became him, 
as inflrudlor and Saviour, to extend his mu- 
nificent care to thofc wretched outcafls, for 
whole fouls no man cared ; — to bring again 
that which was driven away ; — to bind up 
that which broken ; and to heal the diflem- 
pcred minds of bis people. 

To whom fhould the pbyjician go, but to 
the fick and difeafed, in order to minifter to 
their cure, and reftore them to health ? Where 
could the welcome ft ream of regeneration be 
fo properly diredted, as to the minds of thofe 
who were dead in trefpafles and fins, but, 
quickened by its Ipiritual power, difcovered 
a defire to receive and fubmit to the inftruc- 
tbns of a Saviour ? For we read, that the 
publicans and finners drew nigh unto him to 
Jiear him. 

For the equity of this proceeding, he ap- 
peals to their own judgment and pradtice, in 
matters of much lefs importance. What man 
of you, being a ihepherd, would permit a 
iingle ftray fheep to he lofi, howevej numerous 

youi: 
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your flock, without ufing your endeavours to 
recover it ? Or what woman, having^ ten 
pieces of filver, if (he lofe one, does not feek 
diligently in order to find it? And if a Jheep 
or a piece of coin be thought worthy of fuch 
anxiety and care, how much more a human 
creature ? — for, to ufe our Saviour's wordst 
how much is a man better than a fheep ? - Is 
not a rational being in the moft abjedt ftation, 
and of the moft contemptible charadler, of 
infinitely greater value, than any portion of 
temporal property? And fhould not his eternal 
felicity be dearer to us, than thofe fecular 
interefts for which men are fo folicitous ? — 
Inftead therefore of blaming mt, for converfin^ 
with finners, — if you were animated with the 
true fpirit of religion, if you" felt any de$re 
of the reformation and happinefs of your 
fellow-creatures, you would encourage every 
attempt of this kind, and rejoice over every 
new profelyte, every repentant finner. 

This is the pure philanthropy of fuperior 
beings -, — this is correfpondent with the be- 
nignity, the vigilance, the good- will of angels ; 
—-the converfion of a finner, is a particular 

occafioo 
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bccafion of joy to the blefled and benevolent 
fpii^its that dwell in heaven i Though they 
are already fixed in a ftate of happinefs, yet^ 
las they minifter to mankind, iii the affairs of 
falvation, and invifibly watch over them, they 
are deeply concerned in the welfare of their 
tharg6, and take a fihgular pleafttre in theif 
recovery from vice to virtue. — •' I fay unto 
• you, that like wife joy fhall be in heaVen bvef 
one finheir that repehteth, more than ovef 
ninety-nine juft perfons^ who' need no re-* 
pentance** 

"Byjujl perfons^ \ylic) hded Ho repentance^ wd 
ftre to underftand, fuch as goVern their lives 
by the principles of divine faith, and make 
it their conftant ftudy to approve themfelves 
to God, by a fteady and uniform obedience to 
all his commands. They are hot indeed per^ 
feEily innocent ; for there is riot zjuJim^Ln that 
liveth upon earth, and Jinneth riot.; and ae* 
cording to the ftridt demands of juftice, fhall 
ho man livmg be juftified 2 fuch perfons there- 
fore, even the very befl of us, hsiVtfome need 
of repentance ; — they have continual feafon 
to acknowledge their unworthineis ; to lament 

their 
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theit Incidental fiiilures^ and to guard zpm^ 
them for the future : but this is not t&at re- 
pentance, to which our Saviour came to call 

finners j it is not a total change of the moral 
temper ; not a neni> period or beginning of a 
holy life, but a continued frogrefs of obedience^ 
and of that perpetual amendment of infirmities^ 
which is the duty <^ good men, going on 

. from one degree of virtue to another, and 
ihining more and more unto a perfed dajr« 

What then ! can repentance be niore vaiu-< 
able than fuch a courfe of virtue ? Can it I^ 
more pleating in the fight of heaven, than 
^t regular path of the juji? Can the finner 
immediately ftart into higher favour, than he^ 
who has made it his uninterrupted ftudy td 
pleafe God ? Will they, who have gone on 
day after day, and year after year, in an open 
violation of the divine laws, be rewarded and 
honoured at laft, upon their converfion, beyond^ 
and in preference to thofe, who never wilfully 
and habitually offended ?-^^The plain inference 
of filch a dodxine would be, that it is better 
to Jin i and afterwards to repent ^ than to go on 
in a fiieady purfuit of virtue, fo as to need no 

repentance } 
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fepehtance j — which would be totally iricottf-* 
patible with the wifdom, goodnefs, and purity- 
of fupreme excellence* 

Indeed, the parable made ufe of by our 
Saviour upon the occafion, fufficiently inti-^ 
tnates, that the words are not to be under* 
flood in the ftridteft fenfe. Does any man 
really prefer onejingiejkeep, which has fltrayed 
from his flock, to ninety-nine\ which have 
never flrayed ? Would he give all the ninety- 
nine to any perfon for refioring that oiie to 
him ?— Certainly not. So neither can it be 
fuppofed, that one penitent finner can be really 
efieemed by the angels, beyond ninety-nine 
eflablifhed faints. Would they rejoice nioft 
in that which is of the leaji importance ?— 
Would their delight arife in proportion to our 
fallibility ? 

But the features of paradox which the text 
exhibits will pafs away, and its obfcurity be 
elucidated, if we refled:, that the joy or for-^ 
' row arifing from any objedt of our regardg. 
depends, not fo much upon the comparative 
value of the objed:, as on the degree of our 

attention 
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tUtention to it : and that for this reafon, we 
are not fo fenfibly afFedled with the continuance 
of a good which we have long pofTefled, as 
at the reattainment of it, after it has been for 
fome time taken from us. 

The fhepterd had confidered his ftray (heep 
as quite gone ; his mind is almoft wholly taken 
up with the thought of it ; he feems, for 
the time, quite unconcerned about the reji of 
the fold 5 and fearches with anxious folicitude^ 
for that which he has loft : when, therefore, 
it \%foundy he feels a joy oi fur prize ^ ^^fudden 
exultation of mind at the unexpeSled event ; 
he receives it again with uncommon tranf- 
perty becaufe the recovery i^as beyond his 
hopes, and as it were, a new accejjion to his 
fortune. So the mother, who obferves to- 
wards all her family an equal impartial affec- 
tion, watches over a Jick child with peculiar 
fondnefs ; it becomes the fole objedl of her 
concern; fhe no longer regards thofe, who 
are in health and fafety ; all her attention, all 
her diligence, is applied to the reftoration of 
that which is in danger, and if her care prove 
fuccefsfiil, the joy rifes in proportion to the^ 
fear and anxiety fhe underwent. 

Y And 
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And hence it may reafonably be appre- 
hended, that though repentance is not better 
than innocence, yet it may, after a long de- 
viation from the path of duty, excite for a 
feafon, warmer and more zealous afFedions, 
and the converfion of a fingle finner, may 
caufe greater immediate joy, than the fteady 
perfeverance of many jufl: men. 

It is neverthclefs true, (though the argu- 
ment cannot be taken direSlly from the words 
of the text, but is deduced from other cir- 
cumftances,) that the moil habitual pfFender, 
who is brought to a full fenfe of his danger, 
and fet forward in the way of righteoufnefs, 
may eafily obtain a fuperiority over fuch per- 
fons, who are fatisfied with maintaining a con- 
fcience that . cannot reproach them ; and in 
the expenditure of a life, without offence and 
without praife. 

There a.re many who appear to be Chriftians 
in heart and temper^ is well as in name, who 
yet are contented v/ith a low, cold, iinanimaled 
virtue. They 'wijh for glory and immortality, 
but they do not dfpire after it ; and though 

they 
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tliey may properly be called jujl perfons, yet 
they feel not the' genuine pulfe and fpirit of 
religion, and fall vajlly beneath the dignity 
and perfedlion of the Chriftian characfter^ 
Such a take -warm progrefs in goodnefs may 
be more than over-balanced by the nature 
and quality of repentance : for forrow after a 
godly fort, — the forrow which arifes from a 
heart-felt convicftion of fin,— what careful • 
nefs doth it work ! — ^yea,- what fear, — what 
vehement defire, — what zeal ! — what careful^ 
nejs'm examining the heart, in order to reform 
what is amifs !— what fear of relapfing into 
thofe errors, which eclipfed the divine favour ! 
— what vehement dejire to recover the grace 
of God, and induce that forgivenefs, which is 
promifed to the truly contrite ! — what zeal to 
ferve and honour God in all things ;-— to pluck 
up every root of bitternefs within, and cul- 
tivate every virtue ; — to grow in grace, and 
go on unto perfection. 

When the fincerc penitent looks back upon 

the infinite danger to which he has been ex- 

pofed, and reflcdls that he has, perhaps * for 

many years, been gathering plcafure from the 

Y2 fide 
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fide of a clift, fiifpended over the oqean of 
cndlefs mifery, by the precarious tenure of 
human exiftence, — with what trembling eager- 
nefs does he feize the important hour before 
him ! — every moment is precious in his eyes ; 
every ftcp feems a new afylum from the perils 
he leaves behind > — he urges onward vwth 
velocity, and fliudders to look back on the 
narrovvnefs of his efcape.. ^ee him, redeem- 
ing the paji time, by a double ufc of the prc- 
fent; and retrieving the years he has fpentin 
vanity and fin, by exerting all his faculties for 
the fervice of God, and the good of man.— 
Though he had given up himfelf to 6afe and 
indulgence, in the beginning of the Chriftian 
race, yet being at length awakened from his 
dream, and having his eye. fixed upon the 
prize which is now in full view before him, 
he fummons up all his vigour, and ftretchcs 
every nerve for the attainment of it. — He 
throws afide every incumbrance, declines no 
pains, fears no danger, flops at no difficulty, 
but prefles forward with the moft impatient 
ardour, and holds on with increafing vigilance 
and adivity, to the end of his courfe. 

Wc 
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Wc can eaCly conceive, xh2Xfuch a candi- 
date niay reach ^ and even outjirip thofe, who, 
though they have never turned q/tde, yet have 
kept on at a moderate and eafy pace ; and 
that fuch, after care andV^w^/? diligence, will 
excite higher applaufe, and be rewarded with 
a richer and more glorious crown. 

Will any one take encouragement from 
hence to go on in a prefumptuous courfe of 
difobedience ? — Becaufe God is good and mer-^ 
cifu/, (tizU I dejpife the wonders of his love ? 
Becaufe he reacheth forth to me the fceptre 
of peace, fhall I audacioufly defy his wrath, 
by trampling his laws under my feet ? Becaufe 
there is joy in heaven over one finner that 
repenteth, fhalj I continue in a finful impeni-- 
tent ftate, and think myfelf fecure of the 
diviije favour at any time ? — Let fuch remem- 
ber that God is poflefTed of the attributes of 
jufttce and power-, as well as thofe of clemency 
and forbearance ; and that, if they thus abufe 
his patience, and provoke his anger, by a 
difregard and contempt of all his gracipus 
calls and warnings, he may entirely withdr^^w 
his countenance, and abandon them for ever. 
Y3 -Noi 
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— No;^ — if repentance be pleafing in his 
fight i — if it be what he waiteth for, what he 
rejoiceth over ;-T-{hall we hold ourfelves back 
from fuch a privilege ?— -Shall we not embrace 
the offer of his mercy \ fubmiffively bow 
down before him with rdal contrition, and 
gratefully acknowledge him our Lord, and 
pur God ? 

Let thofe alfo, who are as yet untainted 
with bad impreffions, whofe morning of life 
remains unclouded and unfuliied, be careful 
to preferve their virtue : — ^for, if the bleffed 
fpirits above rejoice at the converfion of an 
old habitual finner, — how much more mufl 
they be pleafed to fee young perfons, amidfl 
the alluring pleafures of the world, maintain- 
ing their integrity, and bravely refifling all 
.temptations ? There is a peculiar beauty in 
the love of wifdom ; — a fuperior fragrance 
from the offerings of a fpotlefs heart :*— inno- 
cence is a poiTeflion, to which crowns are pot 
equivalent; — all the things that can be defired, 
are not to be compared with it; and no one 
properly values the fweet peace it affords, till 
jt 16 beyond his recovery. 

To 
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To yoUf who have unhappily bartered 
this ineftimable gem for the tinfel pleafures 
of fin; — who have, al^s ! exchanged thefub^ 
fiance for the fliadow, but being now brought 
to a convidion of your folly, and a fenfe of 
your danger, have taken fhelter within thefe 
walls of penitence ; — how comfortable the 
tidings, that there is joy in heaven over ofie 
finner that repentcth !• — How happy to be 
thus brought back from your wanderings, 
and to be aflured, that in all your weaknefles, 
and under all your guilt,— in the midft of 
your fears and of your forrpws, the great 
Shepherd will gather you in his arms, and 
rejoice at your repentance, as if he gained 
fome real accefllon of honour and happinefs 
to himfelf. 

But be not deceived in your notion of re- 
pentance ; — never imagine that it confifteth 
in forrow alone ; in a flood of tears ; in tran- 
fient good refolutions; in forfaking fins to 
which you are not much inclined ; or in a 
Jhallow reformation, only for a time^ on ^q-. 
count of your health and interejl : — ^from fin- 
cere repentance much more is expcdled : it 
Y4 mull 
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muft produce a general and complete alter- 
ation of the fyftem ; an affedling confcioufnefc 
of the turpitude of fin ; it muft fubdue evil 
pafEons -, eradicate guilty habits ; reftrain 
licentioufnefs of thought and temper; — it 
muft alienate the heart from the world, and 
turn it with all its nobleft powers to religion 
and virtue i it muft purge the confciencc from 
dead works to kvvt the living God ; it muft 
infpire a vital faith and correfpondent praftice, 
according to the dodriites arid precepts of the 
Gofpel ; — it muft, in St. Paul's emphatical 
language, be fuch a repentance, as cannot be 
repented of. 

Have you then ferioufly confidered your 
ways, and taken a diftin(3: view of the ftate 
pi your fouls ? Have you ftripped your fins 
of every difguife, and feen them in their 
proper form, in their native vilcnefs ? — Have 
you reflecSed on them as diiplcafing to God, 
as debafing to your own nature, and as fpread- 
ing contagion and infamy through fociety ? 
Has your convidion of guilt excited a heart- 
felt forrotv, a xtA felf -abhorrence ^ Has it 
changed the habitual finner into the true 

penitent ? 
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penitent ? Do you cherifli new affeftions, new 
defires, new enjoyments, and new hopes? 
Are you, in fhort, become new creatures ? 

Oh ! let not the favourable opportunity, 
which this houfe affords, — let not this coa- 
yenient feafon be loft: but ufe carefully tjie 
means of retirement, inftrudion, meditation, 
and prayer appointed for your recovery. Let 
it be your ambition to conquer and go on to 
conquer ; — let it be your triumph to fubjedl 
thofe treacherous enemies' who have feduced 
you into ruin ; and to lead themy as they have 
heretofore led ^^«,— degraded captives. And 
when you revifit the bufy fcencs of life, and 
temptation and trial (hall fucceed, be con- 
ftantly upon your guard, that they may never 
rally their broken forces, never afTault you 
unawares, and give you a fhameful defeat. 
Let no intereft, no influence, engage you to 
break through the plain obligations of duty ; 
but refolve to keep the heart with diligence, 
and to refift every folicitatipn to evil, how- 
ever pleafing it may appear, and whatever 
gratification it may promife. 

The 
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The great thing effential to your ftabllity, 
is to cherifli a firm belief in the promifes of 
the Gofpel ;— to raife your minds above the 
objeds of fenfe and time, to thofe which are 
intelledual and eternal. You (hould tranfport 
your thoughts to heaven ; — ^lift up the veil 
which feparates finite from infinite, and ex- 
pand your imagination to all that the heart 
can conceive of joys unutterable ; — you fhould 
raife your eye to the glorious fociety of the 
fpirits of the juft made perfed:, and contem- 
plate the delightful exercifes of this celeftial 
company. Behold among them many filler 
penitents, who after all their wanderings and 
frailties, have paflTed through the gates of this 
houfe to thofe regions of felicity :— behold 
them exulting in their happinefs, and inviting 
your participation of it : — view them on the 
boundlefs fhore of eternity waiting to receive 
and embrace you ; and zealous to introduce 
you to perfedt love, and harmony, and peace. 

* Come,' methinks I hear them iay to you, 
* come, and join your friends, who are now 
refined from the drofs of fenfe, and exalted 
to the utmofl height of purity and blifs :— 

come 
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come lAto the company of angels, who exult 
in your recovery, and unite with them in the 
delightful employ of adoration and praife : — 
come into the prefence of our common and 
beneficent God, of our redeeming and gracious 
Saviour, who was content to die that you 
might live for ever, and is impatient to pardon^ 
to receive, and to blefs/ 

May you lifte'n to' the call, and feel the 
animating force of their examples ! — May the 
reward of immortality catch and inflame your 
hearts ! — May your fouls be qualified by re- 
pentance for thofe blefled manfions, where 
your faith will be turned into vifion, your 
anticipation will be crowned with actual en- 
joyment, and you will dwell for ever in the 
uninterrupted poiTeflion of happinefs, which 
eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. 

One great defign of the parable from which 
the text is taken, is to raife in our breafts a 
fincere defire of the reformation of our fellow- 
creatures ; — that we may laok after thofe who 
Jiave gone aftray, like loft fheep ; and bring 

them 
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them back to the fold ; — that we may fhew a 
kind regard to the feeble of the flock, and 
ftudy to propagate the knowledge of true 
religion and virtue among men. 

'If the converfion of a finner be matter of 
joy, in the regions of uninterrupted^ fuperla- 
the joy, can we be unconcerned and indifferent 
about it ? If the angels of heaven, who arc 
of fuch fuperior nature to men, are yet fo far 
interefted in their caufc, as to be attentive to 
their welfare, and delight in their felicity; 
fhall ive defpife owx fello^a^-creaturesy and harden 
our hearts againft their mifery ? If our virtue 
and our felicity confift in refembling our Re- 
deemer, and following his fteps, (hall we not 
pity thofe who are gone out of the way, and 
ftudy to promote their repentance and con- 
verfion ? Shall we not imitate that fympathy 
and mercy, which it was the uniform endea- 
vour of his life, by every illuftration of parable 
and example to recommend, and exert our- 
felves in the ufe of thofe methods which lie 
within the compafs of our power to recover 
fipners from the error of their ways, — to bring 

them 
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them to a better fpiirit — to reftore them to 
the dignity of their nature, and to God ? 

Let then the return of thefe penitents excite 
that tender pity ! — Thefe are the loft flieep 
reftored to the fold; — rejoice over them there- 
fore : — thefe are the prodigals, coming back 
to their father's houfe ; — open your arms then 
for their reception. — See them drawn afide 
by the invitations of pleafure, before their 
minds were furnifhed with the maxims of 
wifdom ; and deceived, and ruined, while yet 
they had nO fufpicion of fraud and danger.— 
See them wandering like orphans, in a barren 
defert, oppreffed with a variety of wretched- 
nefs^ finking under poverty and 4ifeafe, dcr 
ferted by every friend, and deprived of every 
confolation. — And fee them now, renouncing 
all vanity, and every prevailing corruption,^ 
by which they have been held in bondage ; 
and in all the agonies of terror, with all the 
impatience of defire, begging to be admitted 
into this houfe of penitence; and crying out 
with eagernefs, * Oh ! reftore me to the great 
Shepherd of man ; — ^place me in the fold of 
religion and virtue ;— give me (helter froiji 

the 
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the ftorms of the world ;— fave me from thd 
dangers which furround me, from the evils 
which threaten me ! — fave mtivomdeJiruSlion; 
— from the deftrudlion both of my body and 
my foul/ 

Will you rejeSi their petition ? Will you 
not run to their relief, and offer them all the 
help in your power ? Will you not throw 
wide thefe hofpitable doors, give them 
fenftuary from the billows that may hurry 
them again into the ocean of fin, and hufh 
all their fears and difquietudes to peace ? 

What honour, to be thus employed like 
our redeeming Lord, in works of falvation ! 
What honour is it to cheriQi the feeds of re- 
ligion, which have been almoft choaked by the 
luxuriant growth, and baneful influence of 
evil weeds ! — to recover them from the early 
blafts of frailty, and plant them in the garden 
of God, the heavenly paradife ! — with v/hat 
pleafure muft you behold them, thriying 
under the happy culture, and growing into 
fruit !-^with what joy muft you triumph in 
the profped of fo many fouls delivered from 

the 
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the tyranny of Satan, and made an acceffion 
to the armies of the living God ! — They were 
naked, and you cloathed them ; — they were 
fick, and you healed them ; — they were igno- 
rant, and you inftruded them ; — they were 
in a manner forfakeji and loft, but you gathered 
them up, and happily placed them in this 
pious fold, under the great Shepherd and 
Bifliop of our fouls. 

If then there be any confolation in Chrift j 

any comfort of love ; any bowels and mercies, 

fulfil ye the work to which you are invited : 

let the fame mind be in you which was ki 

him. See your Lord and Mafter converfing 

with the pooreji and meaneji^ in order to ac- 

complifh the gracious purpofe of his coming 

down from heaven ; which was, as he him- 

felf tells us, to feek and fave that which was 

loft. — See the great Prophet of God, and 

Saviour of the world, feated amidft a large 

aflembly, of various perfuafions, tempers, and 

dignities, gently . inftilling into their minds 

the doctrines of his religion. — Obferve his 

tendernefs and good-will to publicans and 

harlots ; 
9 
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harlots s his cordial defire for their falvation j 
— ^his earneft endeavours for their reformation 
and happinefs.— Look ivell at this pidlure of 
love; — and, wanned and animated by his 
generous behaviour — go, copy his example ; 
-—go thou, and do liketv^ife. 



SER^ 
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S :E R M O N XVIII. 



9N THE RECIPROCAL DUTIES OF PARENTS 
AND CHILDREN. 



Col. iii. 20, 21. 



-Children^ obey yoitr Parents in all Thi?i^Sy for 
. this is well pleqfing unto the Lord. Fathers^ 

provoke not your Children to j^ger^ leji they 

be difcouraged. ^ 

TiiT UTU AL dependance appears to be the 
^ pervading fyftem, chofen by the great 
Autkor of the Univerfe, in his formation 
both of the material and moral world. The 
order and harmony of the former, confifts in 
the co-operation of its parts ; and the well- 
being and happinefs of the latter are hung 
uponduties of reciprocalobligation. Tbrough- 
Z out 
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out the dodlrinal parts of Scripture^ where- 
ever a duty i« inculcated to an inferior, one 
equally indifpenfabk in the contnufled cha^ 
rafter, is either exprefsly hid down, or pro- 
portionably fuppofed and underftood i— this- 
isi the cafe of hufbands and wives, matters 
and fervants, magiftrates and fubjedls ;— and 
fo, as it is ftated in the text, of parents and 
children. Parents are to inftruft and educate 
their children, not provoking them to anger;, 
—and children are to reverence their parents, 
and obey them in aH things r 

The parental government ought to be 
tender, mild, aSeftionate , — nor in thefe points 
are parents io often deficient, as in prudence^ 
to dired: them to advantage :— diey^are much 
more inclined to banifli their judgment than 
their j^^/i»g"^, and inftead of being too r^q^oas 
and fevere, to be too cafy and induJgcnL 

The offspring of maa bring with tiieim 
into the world a claim to, be beloved ; adid 
the inftindl^ of wiidom, as well as thofe of 
nature, are prompt to give them proofs of 
affedion, that tl^oy niay i^t be. difcouraged 

m 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



(^ Parentis md Ghildf^rk 5 3 §f 

Ia t^6 perfc»tn3ince oF ^eir duty, ^ttd their 
attodi|>ts to pfcafe )roa. Harfh and amften 
treatmicnt geneiaily excites an €)f {X)iiti(!»i[ of 
fentiment and practice \ efpecially in the dawti 
of life, when the light of reafon (heds but a 
giimmering ray^ mid is extinguished by every 
breath of capridBi and every tear of difap- 
poiiitmefat :— .yet fttU an unreftrainedand ex^ 
cefliv* ibndn^fi rou^ be avoided j— you muft 
ftcver givtt top the reiAs ti^ their v^ill, and let 
them ru© oti w^ithout contitiDuL It is fttceflary 
*o referre to yourfelf a proper cctomlhd, to 
cfccck the h*irry of theit p^flions, and curb 
thf^fti in thie pu^rfuit 6f pleafiire ; for, if ybA 
^iiflfer thettiy by their various little artifiec5> 
«peatedly to gaift the afcendaacy^ they will 
|*raduaily fttiengthen their power; all idea of 
iubll^flion will be ^ejeSled, and thfey will 
tftablifti thfemfelvfes in their ufurpationi With^ 
but a due correction of faults, — without a 
proper regulation of the temper, in the ptiierile 
ftate, wt cannbt ^xpfcdl the years of ^maturity 
1:6 bfe attended With thb riches of wifdota, 
iattd the lionour of Virtue ;-*-*We cannot eltpe A 
that the mati will be eithet good or happy : 
St is chieHy to this negleft that ignorance and 
Z 2 vice 
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vicecXtcnd themfelvcs fowidc ;— and inftances 
are many where children have charged home 
upon a falfe indulgence, the firft caufe of 
their ruin. 

It muft be granted however, that the ftudy 
and application required pf young perfons, 
before they can be fenfible of the advantages 
to accrue from them, call for alternate feafons 
of relaxation and amufement ; — -they are not 
yet alive to the ftimulatives of inteUedtual or 
pecuniary gain, and feel no other incitement 
to induftry and improvement, than the con- 
/j(pquent approbation and encouragement they 
are to obtain. And at a more advanced period, 
if the powers of the mind are ftrengthened, 
they have to combat with a proportionate 
growth of paffion, and a total reftraint would 
by degrees engender difcontent, add violence 
to defire, and terminate in avowed contempt 
and rebellion. Nature ftands in , need of re- 
creation, and religion permits it; therefore 
let us remember, that while children fhould 
be fubjeft to our will, our will fhould be 
fubjedt to reafon : and when we think it 
neceflary to deny them their wiflies, we fhould 

be 
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be careful to convince thenj, that our very 
oppofition has its fource in love> and that we* 
have, no other liiotive in reftridlion, than asv / 
it may conduce to their ultimate good. — Enter 
then into their rifing purfuits ;— refufe them 
no /^r^?^>r indulgence : but when your judg- 
ment determines their defires to- be -Incon- 
*fifteht with their beft interefts, your refuf^l 
Ihould be refolute and inflexible. 

Another confiderable part of a parent's duty, 
is inJlruStion ;— ^he is bound to bring up his' 
children in the knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, and to inftill into their minds as eady 
as poffible the principles of religion and mo- 
rality : — it is incumbent on him to give them 
a lively fcnfe of the right and wrong in human 
aiftions; to teach them to diftinguifli true 
good from the deceitful glittering appearance 
of it; and to cherifti thofe ornamental and 
eng;aging accomplifhments, thofe amiable and 
delightful difpofitions, the influence of which 
will laft, when the brightnefs of all thofc 
tinfel charms that once overpowered the ima- ^ 
gination, fhall be paffed away. While their 
young niinds are yet fufceptiblc of impreflipnx. 
Z 3 ftni 
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apd fipfl cQnviftions take^ tlje4?epeft rcJQt,, {k% 
before them the dcxarip^sorScrip^m^, ^»A 
t^ fyfliQin of Chriftwiit'y;'-4ifpfey tj|»m ui 
tfceJF native loveHnef^ ;— ijp^uleate fe?cibk|f tic 
pcccep^si of the Gof|)eb and kjiadk » tbeir 
untainted. inind«> fw:l> ^* gen^iijte ardjwir of 
piety and gra^^itudc tow^r48 Q^^r A«?H feft^*^ 
ipents of difintereftfd iervicQ ai^d good- will 
towards man^ fufih pure iip»tegrity,. a?ndi fitagb- 
nefs of hearts, as may render them as it were, 
conflttutumatly good ; — ^ais m?y l?ecQm^ ibcir 
v,cry habit and temper, before tb.ey ^9$K b? 
faid to bftve ai;>y motives pf coada<S»r^Ta 
cnricb them with the good thiag^ of this Hfi^ 
-r^to raife them to pi-ofperity and hfiJ5tow» k 
not within the qompajfe of every i»an> cir^ 
Qumftances and coaneftions. : birt eyer3^0Ba 
may communicate tp the breajft of bk cff-^ 
i|>ring, his own li^ht and infornaatiQix;— % 
qvery on^ may inftf^^ them in divine truths,. 
j|nd tr^in them; to. the praSice and Jove of 
Mirtwte :-^a^^ depend upon it,^ howcvef in^. 
fia^ble! be may be to tranfmit to, thcan t^ 
abitndftnCQ Qf fprtune^-^whatever appcehef^ 
ficmsr, be: n^ay bave^ concerning the: fbtsusji 
rwppl)^^ tbei$ bftdily nccefEtica;— rfjoM^bis 
4# . temporal 

6 
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t^np^ral profpeQs for thetn ife gloomy and 
unprdiiiifing^ ind he can anticipate ntthing 
but indigence and labour>— depend upon it, 
he wffl iii&rd therti an ample pr©trifion> he 
will ftidGl\v thehi with a noble irtheritance, if 
ht cultivates in their hearts the pure afFedions 
kA piety, and the jfhiitful Work^ of rightcouf- 
ntft,- and makes them rich towards God- 
To proper gt)vernmeht and wife inftrudligti, 
it is highly neceffary to add the quiet, but 
InVigoratiitg counfel that flows from a zealous 
pradlice of thofe duties which you take {o 
much pains to teach. In vain will you exercife 
a judicious difcipline j— in Vain Will you im* 
pKk upon them religious knowledge, with* 
out the corf efpopdent tenor of your own 
adlions and lives : it ii not enough that youf 
children^ bear whalt i$ good,- if they fee what 
is evil: example is as much (ttongtt thaH: 
precept, as actual wi&Cfn firikes the mind, 
beyond the utmoft powers of appreheftfion 1 
and virtue maA go before them in identity, ^^ 
#ell as be reprefenfed to them M ^m*— -Caa 
^vnmor e^^pedl his injun<^ons to be obeyed^ 
9pd hi$ iS^ldiers to light, if }ie ^aibly £ot&kt9 
9 4 th« 
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the field ? Can 'he pretend to infpire courage 
and confbncy, who proves, himfelf ra. every 
zSi a tame coward ? — and with children,— can 
we flatter ourfelves that they will be biafied 
by what they hear^ rather than hy what they 
fee ? Is it probable that they can be edified by 
Jeflbns of goodnefs from thofe, on whom fuqh 
leflbns feem to have no influence ? InjiCedi 
can a parent, endued with any fenfe of honour 
or honefty, reprove a child fpr a faultj of 
w^hich he is himfelf in the habit of com-t 
miflion ?— No, furcly ;-^he wpqld^by fuch a 
proceeding lay bimfejf open to retort, where 
^e was afluming a fuperipfity jr~bc would 
^provpke the very perfons he wag reprehend-t 
ing to. repujfe him with this humiliating 
quefl;ipn, — ^ Thoii that teaph^ft g^notherr 
teacheft thou not thyfelf ? V Learn of me,- 
fays our Saviour ;-— we are to follow hi^Jfeps^ 
as well as his precepts j*— we are to look to the 
pattern, as well as liften to the /r^^r^^^r ; he 
taught no doftrine to which he did not ftrifitly 
adhere ; — pcefcribed no law, by which he was 
not governed ;-r-enfbrced no, duty, which did 
not ftili more eminently beam from his owa 
divine pondudf. 

Would 
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'Would you then be ddifous that your 
children (bould become faithful fervants of 
the Lord^ you muft guide their feet, as well 
as diredl their view ;— you muft lead the way^ 
at tjie fame time that you point out the path ; 
— ^you muft be careful to fay nothing, and to 
<io nothing that may taint the purity of their 
innotience : let not your own impiety quench 
their ardour of devotion ; — your own infidelity 
{hake the foundnefs of their faith ; — ^your own 
immorality blight their rich Wofloms of virtue: 
but while you improve their underftanding$ 
in the knowledge of what is right, do not 
corrupt their hearts by your own contrary 
pradice. 

While the parent is endeavouring to lead 
his children from infant ignorance to maturity 
of wifdom ; and to train them in the prin- 
ciples and praiflice of true religion, by gentle 
difcipline, fage inftruftions, and a good ex- 
ample, a neccfTary and important duty is alfo 
incumbent upon them. It is bound upon 
them by the moft immediate and powerful 
obligations i — it is required by the dilates of 
nature^ by the arguments oi reafon, and by ' 
|he laws of God^ 

How 
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How is itv tlntt we cannot pfpnfttince the 
name of ^tther^ without aa ihternal comttit-^ 
repce of deference aod refped ^ Muft we nbt 
l^cei&rily lOipiite it to the genukre and un-* 
depraved fcntiment of human nature ? Dom 
not the wiki ttntutor'd Iis^iian feel it in bis 
breaft asr one of the primitive law3 of his 
being I Are not the joang of all animals Jiect 
by thit ftrong inftinit to Ibdter therofdves 
in the protedic^ of their parent;^ to treadl in 
their ileps, and to watck and obey their mut9 
tuition ? And therefore when a. child endear^ 
vours to break loafe ivom this rcgularfubjeiJUon, 
does be not rebel againil tbe order of Provi-^ 
dence, and refift thp firft impulfe of which 
he is fenfible, and render himfelf more cal- 
lous than tbe beafb which perifb ? 

The bonds of nature^ are ftrei^hened by 
by the principles of wafon ^ the dijrodicm of 
inilin£i; h oaforced by the motivea of felf-^ 
my^rtS^ and giaticude. I» it nofe prvdent^ 
when yott are fetting oat on your joonrey 
through life> to commit your&lf to tbe guin 
dance of tbdib tvho& experience may warn 
a^gaiQ^th^p€iiItwhi«kthi?eataiyou; wboifi; 

^atdsioo^ 
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caatkxns aiad counHel are delivered with gentle 
{elicitvide> and whofc age entitks them to 
your ve»eratk)ii \ And do npt the fatigue of 
your paremtfi^ iacheriflung your ijrfant fta;te^ 
ttt-tkeincare and expenqe in ydur education ,-~ 
tiieir reftlefs nights apd anxious days^ to ic-- 
cure you from impending dangers, to form 
your manners aright, and fetifje your inaturity 
in an honouraUie and advantageous ^tuation, 
•*T-do not tbejfe: important ciccamftanccs give 
tfaem a tLtfe to rcfped: and obcdiaicc,. and 
dermmd indeed tlw mofl: feinrent affiadion, and 
aa eternal gratkude f 

But the original impulfive quality withia 
us, ?ind all the arguiyients of reafon in proof 
of the QbJflgatiQn, are imnseceiQ^,. firrai the 
impefilbility of confutation,, as they are im^ 
mediate!}^ evident; and more particulwl^, a» 
it is the*expre&i command of God ; ^ honour 
^ly father and thy motheir :'-«Ht is ranked ]xi 
clofe fiicceffion to diofe vo^hick fet forth; the 
HBeneratbaand obedience duefixsm the crearturc 
|».himlel£ The Apoflkk alfa enforces i« ia 
file texl^--^* ^hildpeii ^bi^y your parente in all 



This 
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This duty of obeying and honouring parents,> 
isalfo ftrongly reconimended, hy the advan- 
tages and rewards of it. There is a natural 
connedion between obedience to parents, and 
the happinefs of life : it attracts admiration 
by its amiable graces ; conciliates kindriefk 
by its delicate attentions ; and baflcs in tiie 
foii-fliine of requited tenderriefs and love : it^ 
feeds a luftre that would dim the brighteit 
jewel, and breathes a perfume beyond the 
bloflbms of fpring : it is the heft (helter from 
the pernicious blaft \ the ftrongeft teftimony 
of good fenfe ; and the fureft method of be- 
coming an ufeful and r efpe6table member of 
fociety. 

It is alfo well-pleafing to the Lord. God^ 
has honoured this engaging virtue with pecu-^ 
liar promifes; and will give comfort and 
length of days to thofe children, who, by a 
dutiful behaviour, prolpng the life, and con- 
tribute to the health and happinefs of theijD 
parents. He often conveys temporal bleffing^ 
to them, by ways not eitpofed to public view ; 
an^l will certainly reward them hereafter with 
diilinguifhed marks of his love. How de-i 

lightf^^ 
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iightfol the ftate, vvhere parents and children 
are united together in the bonds of amity and 
kindnefs, and do every thing in theif power 
to render each other eafy and happy ! When 
mutual tibndernefs a^dfriendfhip reign in a 
family, and all the relative duties are jegularly 
and faithfully performed, the fcene becomes 
a delicious paradife ; the neareft emblem that 
terreftrial objedls can offer of that pcrfeia 
concord and harmony which is prepared for 
all who zealoufly afpire after it. 

Happy children ! who cherifli a filial reve- 
rence and affedion for your parents, and fludy 
to obey and pleafe them in all things; who 
watch their defires .with fond affi^iiity, and 
fweet attention, and by a thoufand little offices 
of love revive their; declining fpirits, and 
fmooth the rugged cares and difficulties of 
life ; who feek to raife and fix in their eye 
the ferenity of fatisfadlion and content^ and 
ipake their hearts to fing with joy ! And happy 
parents ! who having fown the early feeds of 
piety and virtue in the minds of your offspring, 
are now reaping the harveft of all your 
anxieties and labour^ in their duty, attach- 
ment. 



Dhgitized by VjOOQ IC 



J5d On the ficvprotui Dutki 

tnctA^ and fdkky { WMle you odiatbtti^ati^ 
their fifing cxcellfencies^ )^u grow vki with 
plcafare ;«^you find a mHd radisince f^ea^ 
over the cwnitig of youf days 5^^cfecayifi|; 
nature is renewed foi their vigour ftM ftneiigdiy 
•ttd tfee cottiBioii diJMutidii of Jiuttifinky may 
ttdvance^ without awakening irt your fer^ft* 
dAcr for r^w of diim^y ; Well-kttoWittg tfeat 
you will £hordy meet agdn^ where there wi8 
be lie ibcond reparation^ bat a coi^inued cir-^ 
culation of endeanttents fhail take pkce for 
ever and^yer. 

fitit as tlie wiiling ibbferv^nce of this kw 
ts pecuiiafiy abxrej^table %o God> fo the vfela-^ 
tion of it i^ eihi^ntly ofienfive lo him, and 
generally attended with milera&le ^Dtmie-^ 
quence«, aiid aft e)c#mplary veageihte. I^rom 
whaie&ufe does it ^eeed, that young jji^N 
fon« ib frequently nfegkdt their fmfincft ; j^ll 
into vicious tottrfes \ &tidk^ their fti^^ds to 
affociate with/the profligate j faerJfice femfef 
fortune, health, every thing that ought %d 
be dear to them }-^rom whence does it pm-* 
ceed, but from ^n undutiful behaviour to 
their parents ?-— from ft contempt 6f theif 

authority. 
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aothorityr'-a difiegard of Aeir advice, inif 
ftruftiott, and reproof f He that can breafe 
through the tiet of nature, and be incxarabkt 
to her that bate him, and foffered his infiiat 
being, by what ofeligatioit will he be in- 
fluenced ? To whom win he ever be good? 
Will he not go on to the moflt aggravated 
iprimes. a»dexpofehimfcIf to'theoftoftfcvcre 
and ignominious pUnifliments? When the 
joted i& voidxjf filial affedion, and given up 
to djftinaey afid difobedieaace, the career » 
rapid, throng every ftage of folly, wicked- 
«c6, and dasngcr, tail he arrivea at the awful 
Terge ^ mortality. 

Permit met© bring the apf^icatioft homt 
to Tou who have bKn fo oegligcat df this 
doty } to call yott to the tribunal of y^or owa 
conscience, and cahnly eacpoftulate with yott 
concerning your ofieace : aaid be afiuf cd tfaa^ 
my addrefo is the genuine cffe<a: of fincccft 
regard; the diaate of a heart warmty ei^ged 
ia jrour true intereft ; and offiired with, the 
1Mb view t© quicken you to a icnfe of youi- 
errors, and bring you to a better fpirit and a 
better life : and haf^, infiniitely happy will 
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it be for you, if through the difcipline and 
inftruftion which this houfe affords, thefc 
good con-fequences fhould be produced ; that 
you may be reconciled to your. friends, and 
reftored to thofe who have long grieved for 
your abfeiice. r 

Remember what you owe to your parents, for 
having long cheriftied and fupported you with 
a fond indulgent care* Think of the various 
emotions with which they watched over the 
firft period of your exiftence ; their tender 
concern for the prefent, their anxious trem- 
bling hopes for the future: think how they 
adminiflered to your health, and comfort; 
how they complied with your wiflies ; how 
riiey bore with your petulant and untra<a:able 
tempers : think with what folicitude they led 
you through the flippery paths of childhood, 
watching over every flep as you advanced, 
holding you back from the infidious fnarcs 
which furrounded you, and fhielding you 
againfl this or that temptation which threatened 
you with ruin : reflect oa their liberal fupply 
of all your mental and corporeal wants ; and 
how voluntarily they denied themfelyes, to 

contribute 
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eontfibote to your advantage or jfl»fi»ire :— 
HI ihort^ was it not their prim^ipal endeavour^ 
the ^nd ftudy and employment of their 
lives, to guard you from danger, to pro- 
vide all things omvenient for you, to make 
you ^(W, and to make you happy ? And what 
was the recompence they anticipated from 
this conduft, but the permanent fatisfadion, 
the fwect delight that would abound to them, 
from your duty, gratitude, and ufefulnefs* 

But what a cruel killing difappointment 
enfued ! — ^you grew w^ry of a mother's fond- 
tiefs, aiid a father's care, and fuf)i:red your* 
jfelves to be as it were kidnapped by the flatter- 
ing hope of unreftrained enjo3rment: — ^you 
ran aftray too from God, your fupreme Father, 
both by creation and prcfervation ; broke his 
e%iy yoke, and burft the bonds of virtue ;— ^ 
you were deluded to the facrificc of all your 
prctoiifing qualities at the fhrine of vanity 
and vice ^ and defpifing tl^e admonitbns of 
experience,-— unreftrained by the diiflates of 
reafon, — unawed by the precepts of religion, 
—utterly regardlefs of the judgments of the 
Almighty, ruflied headlong into the ways of 
A a fm 
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fin and deftrudtion. Inftead, therefofe, ef 
being the ornament of their houfe, and adding 
dignity to their old age, you have blafted all 
their rifing profpedis, and repaid their cares 
and tendernefs with ignominy and difgrace : 
inftead of being a prop to them under their 
infirmities, arid the comfort of their declining 
years, you have been as it were a fword in 
their bowels, and weighed down their hearts 
with dejedlion. Can you conceive indeed any 
forrow like unto their forrow ? — Poverty, dif- 
cafes, and death, are bleJjingSy in comparifon 
with the heart-felt anguifli, of feeing a be- 
loved daughter diftionoured, expofed to fhdme 
and contempt, to a variety of wretchednefs 
here, and to eternal punifhment hereafter.— 
Alas ! — how often have they regretted their 
own protradled exiftence ! — ^how often have 
they wifhed that you had been cut off while 
yet hanging upon your mother's breafti — 
Nothing is able ta afford them confolation \ 
— refleftion obfcures. their day, and plants 
thorns round their pillow ; their heads become 
grey before their time; the imbecilities of 
age are haftened upon them ; the common 
afiliftions of life rendered two-fold; and they 

feek 
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feek a premature repofe for themfelves and 
their griefs in the gloomy confines of the 
tomb. 

And what on your parts has been the iflue 
of fuch an ungrateful, fuch an unfeeling con- 
duct ? Did not the golden dream foon vanifh, 
and all the fchemes which promifed you fo 
much pleafure at a diftance, terminate In dif- 
appointment and remorfe ? Did you not find, 
inftead of happinefs, pinching want and 
penury ? Did not your very friends^ the com- 
panions of your iniquity, they who had betrayed 
you into wretchednefs, with the ufual affec- 
tion of fuch perfons, turn their backs upon 
you, and leave you to perifti ? And where > 
you expedted perfeft liberty, have you not 
found the moft abjedt flavery ? How often 
have you fubmitted to the fervice of cruel 
mafters, for mere fubfiftence; and dragged 
on a miferable life in the meaneft drudgery j 
—a drudgery more debafing and infamous 
than the loweft occupation ? And how often, 
in the agonies of thefe things, have you looked 
back in bitter regret to the fad day, in which 
you forfook a father's fheltering roof, and bade 
adieu to innocence, and to peace ? ^ 

A a 2 On 
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On flich. a difmal forvey of yonr muiual 
ftate^ yoa will not, — ^furely you will not pcrfift 
in a courfe of finful pleafure, that thus i«u 
volves the days of both, in fomuch wretched- 
nefs : — (hould you be carekfs of the confe- 
quenccs of vice to yourfelfy — flbould yotr dif- 
regard, on your ^wn account^ all the accumu- 
lated ills it brings in its train, (poverty, fick- 
ncfs, difgrace, prefent death, and future 
mifery,) yet if you have the leaf! remnant of 
confideration, — if there ftill reffiainsroncfj>ark 
of humanity in your breafts, let it light yoo 
to the prefence of your afflided parents, and 
animate you to revive their finking fpirits, by 
a thorough change of fentimeni and condudr. 
The way is here made ready for you } — God 
hath provided this alylum for your reception *f 
—this is a paffage to their fond embraces, 
and the ufeful duties of life j— this a porch 
leading to the manfions of divine mercy and 
eternal blifs. 

Tell me then, — if you have no regard fbr 
yourfekesy have you no feeling for them 9^ 
li you will not be virtuous and happy fbr 
youf own fakes, wiJl you not be fo for theirs ? 

If 
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If yott arc yourj^ve^ blind to the bteffings of 
t fitv/ Ufe,*— dead lo rational and religions joy, 
*— carciefs of a felicity, everkfting and incon- 
ceivable^~yet accept them as the bakn to 
poviT into their bleeding woitnds ; as the fufeA 
meaM to he^ and reftoi*e them. All their 
prayere are for your welfare ; — the very fumertiit 
of 4ieir wiibes is yoitr repentance : — look how 
they entreat your return ; — the -eyes of affec- 
tion giiften towards you i— ^e outftretched 
anns 4krhe to receive you j-— their impatience 
to n^et you renovates their ftrength ;— 'they 
run to fall -on your neck^ — to kiis you, — t* 
proclaim to you pardon and peace*«~Anfn*iated 
by the recovery of their long-loft child, the 
infirmities of age are no nruDrc )> — ifce troubles 
of life difappear >-*-they behqld the approaick 
of nbath widi patient o(xxipofure; and go 
down m comtcDt to the duft of their fathersj^ 
fifKst ti^ laft d^ have e;?cperienoed the fvi^-^ 
§k€& lof £u:4sfkd:ion and trai^(|mUity, 

Blefled inftitmion ! which thias wipes away 

4he l^ears of the aged, smd removes the angui^ 

of the .broken-feea»i1iedi Whi^h i^eclaims the 

(inno' &om the errar of ket way ^ md reiiorcfi 

A a 3 h«r 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



358 On the reciprocal Duties; 

her to her parents, and to God !— Will you 
not rejoice in being inftrumental to fuch do- 
xneftic h^ppinefs ? Wijl not your hearts melt 
at the jnisfortun^s of thof? who have been 
4rawn afide by the allurements of pleafure, 
^d the fedudlion of falfe friends ? Will not 
Jiumanity and Chriftian candour find out fome 
apologies, and make foipe kind allowances 
for the feafon of vanity and inexperience ? 
Will you not point out to them the houeft 
ineans of livelihood, and render them, by 
well applied induftry, ferviceable and refpeft- 
able to themfelves and others, — happy here, 
gnd happy for ever ? How eifeftual may your 
pious and charitable benefaftions prove, for 
the benefit of thefe your fellow- creatures ! 
How many ignorant may be here inftrudted ! 
How m^ny finners reclaimed ! How many 
weeping eyes be dried, and drooping hearts 
invigorated ! Many inftances of this kind have 
been experienced through the medium of this 
hofpitable roof; — many parents have thank- 
fully received their children out of this houfe 
in a religious aod virtuous ftate of mind ;— r 
have lived to fee them happy and ufeful in 
their ftation i-— and have had their dying tyi^^ 

clpfec^ 
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clofed by their tender hands, in the wel^ 
grounded hope of meeting them again in 
heaven, (when they fhall have given up their 
Ibuls to the Father of mercies) and dwelling 
together with them in the regions of bound- 
kfs blift. 

Exert yourfelves therefore in this work of 
benevolence; ftrengthen its bafis by your 
charitable aids; jand be the happy means, under 
God, of reftoring thefe daughters of afflidion 
to their parents, to fociety, to their Creator 
and Redeemer. And may your liberal offer- 
ings on this ;altar of love, ajfcend as inirenfe 
to the throne of the Almighty, and recom- 
mend you to his favour 1 May his divine 
Jblefling fhine upon yourdwelli^jgs, ajxd profper 
your undertakings ! And may parents and 
children be a mutual folace to each other, 
jipt only through this life, but alfo through 
thf countlefs ages of a glorious eternity J 



A a 4 S E R. 
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S E R M O N XIX. 



ON THE PANCERS OF A IVJUTABm 
TEMPEK. 



Ho SEA vi. — ^latter Part of 4th y«^* 

Tour Gmdnefs is as a Mornmg Chtd, md 4m 
^ the earfy Dew it goOb awaj^ 

nPHOUOH Ac words of the textwcrepar- 
^ ticularly addrcflcd to tire coflcdivc body of 
the Jews, and fecm to iflue fromdefpairof crer 
jnodctcmg m diem a thorough reformation, 
on account of their fltwftuating principles, 
and prevailing inftability, yet they are hut too 
dcfcriptire of the mental conftitution of the 
generality of mankind, of their tranfient gdod 
wfolutions, and inconfiftent condud:. Thef 
fm well, but ifc^ do not cxecatc ; — dxcy 

begin 
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begin to build, but grow weary of the work, 
and leave their bufinefs incomplete. Their 
goodneis, far from refembling the morning 
light, which increafes more and more unto 
meridian day, is like the morning cloud, which 
Ae fun as it rifes difpels ; and like the early 
dew, which is as quickly exhaled and vaniflied. 

The fleeting goodnefs here fpoken of, is 
net hypocrify : it is real^ though it is imperfed. 
There arc many who feel a fincere inclination 
to goodnefs, but are too languid to urge the 
pradlice of it; — who admire what is right, 
but are infenfible to the fpirit of emulation : 
when they are at any time touched with an 
aflfeding difcourfe, or rouzed by fome remark- 
able pall of Providence, then rifes the early 
4ew : they pour forth tears and relentings ; 
vows and promifes ;— nothing feems wanting 
to their deyot^on : but the fit is removed with 
the caufe, an4 lethargic dulnefs is refumed. 
It is fufficient to produce good refoltjtions, bujt 
not to keep them ; — it foftens the temper, 
biit does not renew the heart. Such perfon? 
are convinced of the folly and danger of fin ; 
f^they liften erfrapturec} to the grateful founds 
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ef mercy and falvation ;— -they exult in the 
precious promifes of the Gofpel, and arc 
really dejirous of making its precepts the rule 
of their lives: but through a ftrange imbe- 
cility of the inner man, the fpirit does not 
Jceep pace with the underftanding i^*— thq good 
which they would, they do not ; — and the evil 
which they would not, that they do. They 
are the children of the moment, led away 
with every prefent objedt, every flight of 
fancy; now warmed by faith, and zealous 
jinto holinefs, and now again inert and life^. 
lefs, a yotary at the fhrine of pleafure : with- 
out fteadinefs, without ftrength, and in- 
fluenced by every change of wind, they are 
fometimes wafted to the fweet plains of virt vie; 
fometimes dropt in the intricate ma?:e$ i>f 
yicc ; they fpend the ihort time allotted to 
them, without gaining any ground, between 
repenting and finning, and finnii^g ai^d re- 
penting. 

Can it be thought, hpwever, that a few 
|xanfient refolutions are of any value ? Or that 
^partial reformation will be pleafing and ac-* 
potable to the Deity i C^ you depen4 upon 

thofe 
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ibofc ifocd intendotts, which Jit¥c no preva- 
lence over the coodu£ti Or iffl^ine that 
jour paroxyfins of devotkxi vf'dk foe of any 
avails if they do oot terminate in a fettled 
hoiincft of heart and life ? To be ilive only 
to £brtie otca^mat fervcM'S of piety ; to lean 
towards the wifSom of rigbteoufncfs, juft m 
it may be found convenient or agreeable, and 
lie drawB away from it, by fome motive 
equally infufficient and capricious,'— inftead 
of being the life of a rational creatAiFe, Ac 
Kfe of a Chriftian, is nothing more than a 
Hfe of puerility, folly, and flutftuation. 

Tliere arc few of «$, perhaps, who do not 
fomctimes vnSi^ and earnefHy too, that we 
were better Aan^wc are.* An ambition of 
Ais kind now and then ftarts up in the 
thoughtlefe fons of pfcafure, in the midft of 
their diflipation : it fteais likewiic into the 
mind of the bufj? worldling, and makes hint 
think of doing good : at the very time when 
opportunity invites, and temptation fbliefts, 
there are dcfires on the other fide, which 
ftru^gk againft the commiflion of fin : con-* 
trary paflions poflcfe the heart by turn^ s tiH, 

impatient 
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diey even occopy it together, and diftraA its 
tut the corrupt ^idtination fbon gathers 
ftrength ; the nobler wifli for virtue is over- 
whelmed; in every trial it fails, becaufe it 
wants power to refift oppofition :-~it x%f(dnt^ 
and thoefore inef&dhiaL 

Everyone endued with the faculty of rcafon; 
will readily perceive, that true religion is a^ 
ccu:^fiAeiit, as it is pure r and that in confis-^ 
quence, the features of the Chriftkn charafter 
are exaddy adapted to each other, to prod^ice 
that harmony and beauty, which are io annw 
aide and engaging : vice can have no pa^-t m 
it : vre muft therdfore be decidedly the fer- 
^^nts of Gody or the fervants of fin : we 
muft be combatants, or flaves : we muft fight 
couragOMifly under the banners of the great 
Captain of our falvation,. againft the tempta- 
tions of the world, the fkih, and the devil, 
or be dragged their degraded captives. Otrr 
mortal ftate, (if we jBx oqr hopes on better 
things to come,) mufi be one continued war- 
fare ; — ^wc muft^ arm ourfelves on all fides 
againft. the enemy i^^^aiid not content widi 
6 this 
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Ais or that vi(9:ory, determine to purlue Ac 
encounter, till we reach that country, where 
the laurels of everlafting peace await thofe, 
wlio ihall overcome. 

They that run in the race, faith the Apoftle, 
run all : but not merely they that run^ biit 
they that perfcvere with unabating vigour, — 
jhey that without fainting continue to run to 
the endy fhall obtain the crown. For though 
inen are apt to flatter themfelves that fome 
fudden ftarts of devotion, the doing now and 
then a work of charity, and the abftaining 
from fin for fome time, when perhaps the 
incitement is lefs violent than ufual, will be 
looked upon as fufficient to fatisfy the demands 
pf their profeffion, and afford them future 
iecurity, yet are they not grofsly miftaken ? 
Do you meet with any promife in Scripture 
belonging to the man, who hovers between 
faith and incredulity, between virtue and vice ; 
-r-'who floats on the ocean of doubt and irre- 
iblution, at one period borne to the borders 
of duty, at another (kirting the fliore of dif- 
obedience? Can you find one declaration 
through the whole Bible which authorizes 

you 
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you to obey God but in part ? Is not every 
branch of our religious obligation, whether 
it concerns our conduft towards our Maker, 
our fellow-creatures, or ourfelves, equally 
inculcated and enforced ? And is it not evi- 
dent from a multitude of paflages^ indeed 
from the entire ftrain of the facred writings, 
that a life of uniform goodnefs, the being 
holy in all manner of converfation, is ftridly 
infifted on, as a condition of eternal hap- 
pinefs ? 

When therefore men, through an unfettled 
belief of the Gofpel, or through the violence 
of paflion, live at variance with their own 
fentiments and practice, purfuing eagerly at 
one time, what they avoid at another, veering 
about continually, and changing their mind 
and purpofe, they anfwer the chara<aer of 
Reuben ; they are unftable as water, wavering 
like a wave of the fea, and cannot excels — 
they cannot make any proficiency in good- 
nefs, or attain to any, even the leaft degree 
of perfection. 
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Let us remember then that we are tofolhw^ 
not to lead I — that we are to abide implicitly 
by the doflrines delivered to us, not to found 
a fyftem of ethicks to fuit mir own cafe, and 
indulge our variable difpofition ; that we are 
to believe j&w/r ; to love ardently ; to adhere 
^lofefy; to perfevere indefatigaify, according 
to the diredHons of the Gofpel :-rthat we are 
not to be iatisfied with any intervals of aflent 
and admiration, any chance afts of piety, any 
accidental performance of virtue, but we are 
to dedicate to the Lord our whole hearty 
with all its nobleft powers. 

But confider the unhappinefs, the nvrefdbed* 
nefs of fuch an inconftant and ftudluating 
Hate :— can you have any fatisfadion, while 
you arc irrefolute and unfteady in matters of 
religion, and your heart is divHcd between 
God and the world ? Can you have any folid 
pleafure while you are ading backwards and 
forwards, doing and undoing, eftablifhing a 
principle, and purfuing , a condu<ft one hour, 
that you had abrogated, and condemned ifl 
the laji ? Can the foundation that is always 
being new-laid, ever be raifed to any height 

of 
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of fuperftruaure ? How muft it unhinge and 
diftrad the foul, where a man is thus toffed 
to and fro ; where he is drawn different ways, 
and contradidls himfelf through all the various 
fcenes of thinking and ading? He ihall refohe 
well ;— he fhall be willing to take any ftep to 
enforce his refolutions ;— and at that moment, 
his fincere intention is to fulfil them : but 
how fhort-lived is his ftrength ! an alluring 
pleafure, a favourite gratification prefents 
itfelf J it operates upon him like the eyes of 

a bafilifk j he is difarmed and overcome 

Poor impbtent being ! How abjeft, how con- 
temptible does he appear ! How cowardly his 
behaviour ! How fhameful his defeat ! How 
tamely did he abandon his fair promifes, and 
bid adieu to the ingenuous and the brave,, to 
all that is great, and all that is good ! 

What pity is it that thefe fparks of reli- 
gion in the tender breaft, fhould be fo fooa 
fmothered and extinguiOied ! What pity is it, 
that a man, when he has once fet out in the 
Chriftian race, fhould fuddenly ftart afide 
like a broken bow !— that he ihould, for want 
of courage to encounter (comparatively) 
Bb trifling 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



370 On the Dangers of a mutable T!emper. 

trifling difficulties, endanger all his blooming 
hopes of happinefs, and hazard the glorious 
crown of his immortality ? 

Confider further, that by every new return 
to lin, you make your condition worfe than 
it was before ; as, the more frequent the 
relapfe, the more dangerpu? becomes the cor- 
poreal difeafe. Do you not find that each 
repetition of vice renders your refolutioris 
weaker, and your paffions ftronger? Does 
not your hatred of fin gradually abate, and 
the m^ignity of its nature appear lefs and lefs 
heinous ? Do not you find that you can con- 
template it with lefs horror, and confequently, 
that you are lefs-folicitous to fhun it ? There 
is no doubt, but the longer a man purfues a 
condud: fo trifling, the longer he carries on 
this mockery of goodnefs, the lefs hope there 
is, that he will ever ferioufly fet about be- 
coming wife, or aft conformably to the great 
bufinefs of his falvation. 

It is needlefs to fay more, in pointing out 
the folly and danger of fuch a ftate ; — it will 
be more ufeful to confider the methods wc 

fhould 
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fhould purfue, in order, not only to enter into 
the paths of righteoufnefs, but to perfevere 
in them, fteadily and unweariedly to the end. 

One principal rule to this purpofe, is care- 
fully to avoid every thing which may (hake 
our refolutions, before they have acquired 
any firmnefs. If a man knows himfelf to 
be weak, ought he not to decline fuch trials 
as require the greatefl: ftrength ? If he is 
confcious that he pofleffes a flexibility of 
nature, (hould he not flee from temptations, 
which that nature cannot refift ? If experience 
has taught him that fuch or fuch objed:s have 
been too potent for his ftrongefl: purpofes of 
conteft with, and vidlory over them, is it 
not abfurd in him again to feek the encounter ? 
Has the trial , you meditate ever proved fatal 
to you ? Why then for a moment hefitate to 
efcape from it ? Has any fet of companions 
heretofore prevailed with you, by their example 
or converfation, to pafs the boundaries of 
virtue ? Why then do you continue to afl!b- 
ciate with them ? To be free with the occa- 
fibns of fin, is venturing upon a perilous 
ihore, among ihelves and rocks, where thou- 
B b 2 fands 
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lands and ten thoufands have been daflied in 
pieces : — it is certain danger, with a very 
doubtful profped: of fuccefs. 

If, however, at any time, w^ be under a 
neceflity of mixing in fociety or bufinefs, 
where the tefts of virtue are fevere, it becomes 
us upon fuch exigencies, to renew our good 
purpofes, and engage ourfelves to our duty, 
by frefh obligations; to fupport one good 
refohition with another, and that with a third, 
till we rife fuperior to temptations, and acquire 
courage to defpife what we know to be defpi- 
cable, and ' to vindicate and illuftrate by our 
example, what our beft judgment approves 
as eftimable and honourable. 

Particularly let us point our ftrongeft bat- 
tery againft thofe fins, which moft eafily befet, 
and moft frequently triumph over us; the 
p^flions, to which our conftitutipn is naturally 
inclined, and which hold the moft arbitrary 
dominion over our actions. Our viil:ory in 
thefe harder trials, will render our conquefts 
much eafier over the lefs evil tendencies to 
which we are prone, and be the ftrongeft tefti- 
9 mony 
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mony of our religious progrefs : though they 
be dear to us a right eye, we muft pluck 
them out, or we never can hope in the in- 
creafe of our ftrength ; — we never can rely 
pn the favour of God.. 

In the laft place, and above all, it is abfo- 
lutely neceflary, that the great eflential prin- 
ciples of religion be made the fubjeft of our 
frequent and deliberate meditation : for the 
ftrejigth of our virtue, and our perfeverance 
in integrity, depend entirely upon the con- 
firmation of our faith in God and our Saviour, 
and our lively joy and affiance in an eternity 
hereafter. A carelefs and lazy belief, an affent 
merely of courfe, to the great truths of Scrip- 
ture, has but very little fway in the regula- 
tion of the condudt, and is eafily fet afide. 
The mere dictates of the mind in fuch cafes 
are weak and unavailing; and the law of our 
members readily gains the afcendanc) over 
the moral law within us: but if we were 
jsealoufly to convid; ourfelves of the doftnnes 
and elements of Chriftianity ; — if we were to 
expand our ideas of the great Original and 
his attributes, and feriouUy to confider the 
B b 3 gracious 
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gracious defign of our Lord in coining into 
the world, and dying for us ; — if we were 
often to revolve in our minds the impartiality 
of the judgment to come, and the fublime 
happinefs of the bleffed manfions above, we 
fhould certainly find fuch divine contempla- 
tions highly ftimulative to virtue; — ^a faft 
anchor againft the viciffitudes of life, and the 
frailties of humanity. 

Alas! my unhappy Mers, are not the 
words of the text a ftriking dcfcription of 
your charadler ? Does not the pidure refemblc 
you too nearly ? Is not your goodnefs like the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew whicli 
paffeth away ? 

Do you remember, when you had firft 
wandered out of the way, and given a loofe 
to your paffions, how diflatisfied you was with 
yourfelves ? How you lamented your loft in- 
nocence, how you grieved at the bafencfs of 
fin, and how you refolved never to repeat it ? 
But, notwithftanding your refolutions, being 
furrounded.by bad examples, and evil felici- 
tations, you could not withftand them;— 

paffion 
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paflion began to raife its voice again ; — ^your 
good purpofes fhrank and gave way before it : 
the flame wrhich had been, fmothered for 
a while, broke forth with greater fury ; — you 
feemed difpofed alternately to proceed in fin, 
and to return to virtue ; — one hour inclined 
to vice, and the next, uneafy in the recol- 
ledtioii of it : but by every gratification it 
gained new ftrength, and defeated you with 
greater eafe^j — your eflforts to rcfift were 
weaker and weaker, and ^your virtuous pur- 
pofes, more feeble, and more inefFedual than 
before. 

How often, in the midft of your criminal 
purfuits, have reafon and confciencc inter* 
pofed their authority ? Yet how faint were 
their ricmonftrances, and how foon did you 
ftifle their ^admonitions, by running into 
wicked company for refuge, and burying all 
refledion, in frefh adts of intemperance ? — 
How often have you been awakened from 
the flumbers of fenfual pleafure, and excited 
to ferious confideration by every pungent 
motive that adverfity could inflidl ? — In the 
hours of difappointment, poverty, and fick- 
Bb4 nefs. 
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nefs, how many thoufand purpofes did you 
make to repent, to quit your courfe of life/ 
and accomplifh a total reformation ? But no 
fooner had the ftorms of trouble ceafed to 
beat around your frame, and the fun of health 
and allurement fhone out and difpelled the 
gloom, tb^n all your refolutions vanifhedj 
the evil propenfity of your nature baffled every 
noble impulfe, and the fpirit of the Lord 
departed from v^ithin you; — your vows of 
purity and virtue were broken upon the aflault 
of temptation, as a thread of tow is broken 
when it toucheth the fire. 

But God has again flopped you in the 
dangerous career ; — he has kindly interfered 
once more to alarm your confcience, and rer 
claim you from your vices.— Touched with 
a fenfe of your guilt, and won over by the' 
influences of his grace and mercy, you have 
defired to abandon the corruptions that are in 
the world through luft ; to prefent your hearts 
in the full glow of youthful vigour, as the 
facrifices of divine love ; and to make faith 
and obedience for the future, the habit of 
your thoughts, and the habit of your con-: 
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jduiH: : you have embraced the favourable op- 
portunity which this penitential afylum affords, 
for Venewing thofe folemn promifes, and 
riveting your good purpofes. into the mind, 
with the hope that they may become a vital 
principle of adlion. Retired from the hurry 
and vanities of life — from all the attractions 
of fenfe, and fafely iheathed againft the in- 
finuating contagion of bad example, you have 
here fortified yourfelves againft thofe con- 
nexions, and informed yourfelves of thofe 
fnares by which you have been betr yed, and 
are prepared for every occurrence which may 
befall you : and whert you go from this facred 
retreat into the world, will you forget, — will 
you renounce the engagements which you 
have here made ? Will you be content to have 
fpent all this time for nought, to have la- 
boured for that which profiteth not ? — You 
came into this houfe with an appearance of 
zeal and firmnefs ; — ^you have given fair and 
promifing hopes of amendment; — you 4re 
daily going on to get the better of bad habits, 
^nd to improve and perfect the good work 
which is begun in you : — and will you, upon 
fcvifiting the bufy world, efface the facred 

imprcffion,^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



378 On the Dangers of a mutable Temper. 

impreffion, as if it had never been made, and 
return to your former vices and companions, 
with as much impatience and voracity as ever ? 
After you have regained the right path, and 
made a confiderable progrefs in it, vsrill you 
faint and grow weary before you have reached 
the goal ? Will you give over the facred pur- 
fuit, and yield all title to the glorious prize ? 
After the many prayers and cries you have 
poured form to heaven, and the fweet favour 
you l&ve offered of a broken and contrite 
heart; — after the many conflidls you have 
endured with your paffions, and the peaceful 
fubjedion to which you have reduced them, 
*— will you fuffer them any more to rife, to 
conquer, and to triumph ? Will you meanly 
quit the field, defert the fervice of your 
heavenly Mailer, and enlift again under the 
banners of Satan ? Oh ! render not fo in- 
cffedtual your prayers and your tears, your 
ftruggles and your acquifitions :— Oh ! do not 
fo feverely difappoint your friends of their 
wiflies, the angels of their joy, and this 
Charity of its end. 

But 
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But does fuch a condud become creatures 
endued with reafon and undcrftanding ? Caa 
you bear to anticipate fuch inftability ? Why 
then allow of it ? Can you think calmly of 
being degraded to your former ftate of vaflal-- 
age ? Why then fubmit to it ? Are you not 
ajhamed thatliicceeding days and years (hould 
pafs away, and leave your mind unfleady» 
your views unfixed? Are you not apamed 
that the awful regiiler of heaven (hould con- 
tain nothing relative to your character, but 
inconfiftencies ' and contradictions ? If you 
wifli the period of determination ever to 
arrive, cherifh the fentiments you now en- 
joy, the impreffion you now feel ;— carry your 
vows forward with you into life, and fre- 
quently urge them upon your foul with re- 
newed earneftncfs and vigour : whenever yott 
find any irregular inclination moving in your 
breaft, remember the firm refolves, the divine 
confecration of yourfelves which you have 
made in this houfe, and which you have rati- 
fied and fealed at that altar : and when you 
are tempted ta fin, by the deceitfulnefs of its 
nature, or the folicitations of evil company, 
be prepared to anfwer, — ^ No, I have put my 
4 iniquity 
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iniquity far from me -, — I am changed from 
my former felf : — I will be drawn afide no 
inore by delufive fcenes, that invite only to 
betray; and which I have folemnly abjured ; 
•—{hall I facrifice my peace of mind, and my 
hopes of heaven, for pleafures which will 
only introduce new pollution, and new horror 
into my breaft ? — No : I have renounced the 
dominion of fin, and will no more fufFer it to 
prevail over me; I have devoted myfelf, — 
the powers of my mind, — the members of 
my body, to the fervice of the Moft High, 
and will live ever mindful of the facred vows 
that are upon me ; endeavouring to retrieve 
the errors of my paft life, and afpiring with 
fervent zeal, with double diligence, after the 
glorious prize of immortality/ Such ftrength 
of refolution, fuch noble refiftance, — the Al- 
mighty will reinforce with the powerful aids 
of his fpirit, and the fufficiency of his grace; 
—your profeffion and youc practice will be 
rendered confiftent and uniform; — ^you will 
be the fame in public and in private, — in this 
houfe, and in the world; — ^you will go on 
fteadily in the paths of piety, and the duties 
pf holinefs ; in the purfuit of all that is right 

and 
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and good, ufeful and valuable, honourable and 
becoming :— and though you may fome times 
be afraid, you cannot fail to bp finally vi(3:o- 
rious, when you are ftrong, not in yourfelves, 
but in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. 

Refolve then to exhibit a charader wJiich 
your hearts cannot but approve ; — carefully 
avoid every thing which may unfettle- your 
religious principles ; — ^^regard the obligations 
of virtue as ftridt and indifpenfable ; and ad- 
here inviolably to your duty, in fpite of all 
oppofition and difcouragemcnt. Let neither 
the power of the great, nor the wit of 
the pleafant ; neither flatteries, nor frowns ; 
neither hopes nor fears ever again induce 
you to forfake the ftrong hold of the 
Goipel : — (here let drop your anchor; — there 
terminate your defires ; — there is the haven 
of true reft ;— there are the ftablc pleafures 
i)f time and eternity : — * Come out from the 
unfaithful 3 — be ye feparate from them,' faith 
the Lord; / and I will receive you; — I will 
be a Father unto you, and ye ftiall be my 
daughters,' faith the Lord Almighty, 

SER. 
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SERMON XX. 



ON THE DREADFUL CONSEQUENCES OF A 
DISSIPATED COURSE OF LIFE. 



I Tim. v. 6. 



She that liveth in fleafure^ is dead while Jhe 
liveth. 

IN an age of luxury and diffipation, when 
the love of pleafure is become the general 
paffion, and efpecially in this houfe of peni- 
tence, where many of its unhappy votaries 
have taken flielter from the ftorms, which 
their own gratifications have raifed, it cannot 
be thought improper to fhew the fatal ten- 
dency of a diflblute and voluptuous courfe : 
for, however ftrange the words of the text 
may feem to thofe who are fond of fenfual 

indulgence^ 
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indulgence, and laugh at the fons of virtue^ 
as dull infipi I mortals that know nothing of 
the true enjoyment of life, yet upon mature 
confideration, the aflcrtion of the Apoftle 
will be fo.und true; and it will appear, that 
they who live in pleafure, are dead, while 
they live. 

By the word pleafure ^ muft be intended the 
pleafure oi fenfej in oppofition to the pleafure 
of reafon and virtue. It is appropriated to 
this meaning in common difcourfe; and the 
world has adopted the phrafe of a man of 
pleafure, to defcribe one, who in a more pe- 
culiar manner may be deemed a follower of 
the pleafures of fenfe. The mifer indeed has 
his pleafure, fuited to his own narrownefs of 
foul, in hoarding up riches for riches fake : 
and the ambitious has a pleafure in the defire 
of dominion and power, and bearing rule 
over others : but the pleafure alluded to by 
the Apoftle is very diftind: from thefe ; for 
the idea which always goes along with the 
word, when it is ufed by itfelf in converfa- 
tion, is that of the gratification of fenfual ap^ 
petites, in which the brute creation is equal 
unto man. 

The 
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The love of pkafure is not however uni- 
Verfally condemned. A natural propenfity to 
it, is interwoven with our frames^ and it is 
not required of us totally to fupprefs it. The 
fenfeSj with which our nature is endowed, 
were undoubtedly given to contribute to our 
entertainment and delight; and while we fufFer 
them to be properly governed^ may promote 
the moft laudable deligiis : but it is required 
of us to regulate our paflions, to counter- 
poize reafon with appetite, that the latter 
may be reftrained within its neceflary limits, 
and ait in due fubordination to the nobler 
impulfes of our mental afFeftions, and to the 
general good of mankind. The text there- 
fore does liot immediately cenfure the love of 
jpleafure, but the living in it, tlie immoderate 
love of it. 

The men who //W in pteafure, give them- 
ielves up to the unbridled ' purfuit of it, and 
:^Uow every inclination that arifeth without 
controul ; — they are folicttous for nothing but 
the gratification of their animal tendencies > 
-—their whole aim is to furfeit themfelves with 
fcnfual indulgence ;— the powers of the mind 
C c arc 
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are bentlinbed; — ferious refledtions are entirely 
difcarded;^-^ their origin, their end, theif 
ttltimate and chief happiriefe are to them no 
objecfts of inquiry ;— they purfue their couffe, 
carelefs of every obligation moral and divine j 
and feem to think they were created with na 
other view, but to fill up the meafure of their 
days by an unbounded profecution of pkafure. 

The bad efFefts of fuch a feries of diflipa-' 
fion, muft be obvious to all : they threateff 
deftruftion to the bodies arid minds of ilhen ;• 
fhey render them liable to a variety of pecuMar 
cafualties, and expofe even their lives to the^ 
caprice of hazard. The fword and the piftol, 
though inftant in their operations, afe fcarccly 
more fatal, than this undermining caufe of 
depopulation ; — indeed fometimes by tbefe 
very means the unhappy viftims precipitately 
reap the fad fruits of their vice6 ; quarrels 
and contentions, and many other evils, tc^ 
which they are fubjedl, open a diredt paflagc 
to the chambers of death, and they become 
immolated to their lufts : but more frequei\tly 
they terminate their exiftence by meahs a^ 
£urc, though not fo hafty, weakening the 

frame 
6 
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frame of their conftitution, haftening on them- 
felves the infirmities of old age, and dragging; 
out the remnant of their days, laden with 
fatiety and difeafe. Did men, by an avidity 
after pleafure, merely curtail the period of its 
enjoyment, the degree of their foUy, as far 
as concerns their temporal intereft, would be 
fbmewhat leflened : but by fuch a deplorable 
Condudt they induftrioufly -accumulate for 
themfelves a variety of future fad complaints 
and bitter pangs, which baffle the power of 
medicine, and the fkill of man ; and accom- 
pany them and increafe through the long 
difroal clofe of a half-fpent mortality :.^veri- 
fj^ing that ftrong expreffion in the book of 
Job, that * a man's bones are full of the fin 
of his youth, till they lie down with him in 
the g^rave/ 

Yet dreadful as appears this reprefentation 
of corporeal evils, from a life of pleafure, it 
abates of its gloom, when compared to the 
greater fufFerings our immaterial and better 
part endures from the fame baneful fource. 
When the fenfes are thus wholly incorporated 
as it were in the animal fyflem, they ceafe to 
C c 2 adminifler 
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admlnifter to the neceflities of our highef 
nature : the ear is no longer a vehicle of* 
knowledge; the eye is fhut againft mential 
perception ; each avenue is (Overgrown with 
the (hades of degeneracy, and rendered im- 
pervious to the genial rays of ihtelledtual light. 
The mind being thus abandoned, and left 
without thofe fupplies which are fo neceflary 
to its expanfion and vigour, inflead of arriving 
at its fulnefs and maturity, becomes languid, 
debilitated, withered |---a general torpor is 
difFufed over the foul ; the power's of imagi- 
nation are unnerved and polluted; all ouf 
fuperior endowments, all our fpiritual capa- 
cities, genius, judgment, piety, — every thing 
that is great and good and valuable within us, 
lickens and dies :-~fo fimilar are the confti- 
tutions of our corporeal and incorporeal frames, 
no ftrength can withftand the repeated aflaults 
of intemperance and excefs* 

Confider further the bad influence of plea- 
fure, with refpedl te our duties focial and 
divine. The man who is fo voracious after 
felf-enjoyment, -can have no thought, no 
time, no property to bellow on the interefts 

i)f 
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of another. Thofe fervlces to his fellow- 
creatures, which would otherwife have been 
within his compafs to afford, now lie beyond 
his contracted reach ; and while his purfe is 
liberally opened to fatisfy the demands of vo- 
luptuoufnefs, the draughts on his benevolence 
from penury and wretchednefs are returned 
unanfwered. Wholly a flave to brutal ap- 
petites, he muft ever be a ftranger to generous 
affedtions : he forgets every tie, every relative 
connedion that thwarts his favourite inclina- 
tion ; and would facrifice the hopes of his 
deareft friends, if they flood in competition 
with the fupeme objedt of his heart. And 
furely the inconfiftency of fenfuality with the 
genuine love of God is immediately evident ; 
indeed they can neither of them increafe, but 
by the declenfion of the other. Can a ftream 
fend forth at the fame time fweet water and 
bitter ? Can a man delight to have his con-, 
verfktion in heaven, while his thought? are 
all forded and earthly ? Can hcjeek to admire 
and adore thofe divine attributes, which muft 
goad his confcience with pungent ^:emorfe, 
0nd threaten him with puniflime;it as juft as^ 
'eternal?— No j defpicable as is the votary of 
Q<f I pkafure^ 
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pleafurc, he would not dare to deprecate the 
wrath of God, for vices, in which he volun- 
tarily perfcvcres, — to pour out the voice of 
jgladnefs, for bleffings he is in the habit of 
abufing,^ — and to pray for grace and affiftancc 
to purfue a courfe of virtue, on which in 
xeality, he has no intention to enter. He 
would rather be folicitous to drown every re- 
fledtion that intrudes itfelf to check his pur- 
fuits, and to filence that internal monitor;, 
who will not always permit him the indul- 
gence of his dcfires in peace. He would 
rather take pains to extinguiih every fpark of 
faith, and eftablifh hinifelf in infidelity, than 
to kindle and cherifh a light that only fervcs 
to prove to him the imminent danger of a 
jituation in which he is refolved to continue. 
While the heart is filled with a thoufand 
gaudy images, the things of religion muft be 
excluded from it : — ^while the foul idols of 
vice and vanity reign defpot in the foul, there 
can be no room for the difpofitions of piety^ 
or the grave refledions of w'ifdom. The 
whole man is indifpofed for all acquaintance 
with God; and thofe facred afteftions, in 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC " 



tf a dijjtpated Courfe of Life. 391 

which the life of -real holinefs confift-s, are 
totally fuppreffed, are utterly unprofitable, 

Juftly .therefore does St, Paul pronounce of 
fuch,— that they arc dead: — dead to the nobler 
purpofcs for which they were created 3— Jead 
%o ^very thing that concerns them as agents, 
rational, moral pr divine; — dead to the fublime 
hopes of immortality. They exijl indeed na- 
turally and corporeally ; — they breathe, and 
move, and revel in the fundions of animal 
Jife : but they 2xt fpirituaUy dead: their higher 
powers are extindt, their pulfe of religion is 
jftopt 5 and the grandeur and dignity pf hpman 
pature^ in them, are np mor?. 

The intemperance of mankind drew from 
the ancient philofophers a fimilar aflertion. 
The habits <A fenfuality are freq^uently men-^- 
tioned by theni as the difeafes and death of 
the foul, by their ^nervation and deftrudtion 
of its powers,. And the Scripture defcribes 
fuch finders as dead in trefpaffes and fins ; as 
held in captivity to the law of <in and death ; 
confimaing the declaration of the text, that 
flie who Uveth \ti |)leafiire, is dead while #t^ 
livcjh, 

C e 4 X<^u^ 
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ToUy alas ! the daughters of penitence and 
forrow, who have taken fhelter in this favour^ 
able retirement, can bear witnefs to the afler- 
tion of the Apoftle. We may appeal to your 
experience for the truth of it. Betrayed by 
the allurements of fenfe, and the dcceitfulnefs 
of fin, you have been tempted to defert the 
path of virtue, and to give yourielves up to 
what is called a life of pleqfure .-rr-bvit is it 
really a life of plecifure ? C^ ypu fay that yoa 
have been happy in it ? Have the higheft 
fcenes pf licentioufnefs communicated any 
folid comfort? Hath not every indulgence 
been allayed by the mixture pf fpme difagrce^ 
able circumftance, and much imbittered by 
fome dreadful effefts ? 

When you were firft drawn afide by the 
(illvirem?nts pf pleafure, hpw little did you 
fufped: v^hithpr her light and cjiearful guidance 
would lead you !— How Jittl^ did yo\i appre- 
hend ^laat the paths fp thickly ftrev^e* with 
rofe§, Y^ould qyickly terminate ^n ^ wilder- 
nefs of Jiorrors I-rBut if ypu were now hpjncftly 
tp fpea^ out ypvr pw^ feelings, wpuM you 
not condemn tl^e fqlly of feprifiping i^puro 
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jcys of virtue, for the low indulgences of vice ? 
Have you not*often looked back with regret 
upon the lovely fcenes of childhood and early 
youth, when your minds were untainted by 
any criminal deiire? ? Have you not often 
fighed deeply at the thoughts of what you 
loft, when you loft your innocence, and 
ardently wiflied to recall thofe happy times, 
when all was peace and harniony within ? 
And in what did all your enjoyments termi- 
nate, but in a vaft variety of accumulated 
wretchednefs ?-r-in the certainty of temporal 
fhame, contempt, and flavery^ and in the 
direful apprehenfion of eternal punifhment 
and mifery ? 

In thefe deplorable circumftanccs you v?ri-! 
fied the words of the text ; while you were 
livii^g in pleafure you were dead: — ^your mind^ 
bec^ne an uncultivated wafte, having neither 
power nor inclination for the acquirements 
pf knowledge, and the exalted exercifes of 
reafon : you were, forfaken of every incentive 
to virtue ^-^ftrangers to the pure ^low of 
devout afpirationsj— no fingle impulfe of 
|acred paffipns circitl^tcd witji^n j^ou; and 

^QUf 
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your hearts^ceafed to beat towards God, Yoti 
retaiaed ipdccd the life oi fenfitive creatures, 
but the fpirit originally breathed ixito you 
wzs deadf 

How many tender appHcat^s w^re macfc 
in the mean time for your recovery ! but it; 
vain. The calamity of your father, and the 
heavinefs of ypur mpther ; the tears and en^ 
treaties pf your friends 5 the admonitions an4 
alarms of cpnfcience !-?r-Alas ! all proved in- 
pffe^ituai* Ipdeed wh^n perfons are ^U5 ab-? 
furxily infituated, they wi// not awake ;-^ 
though we thuD4er in their ears the denun-f 
ciatioris of divine wrath, they will not hear j 
—and though we extend to them the blefling^ 
pf pardon and reconciliation, they will npt put 
forth .their hand, and make them their pw^. 

At length, however, the happy mpmenl 
firrived for your recovery to life. Some af-^ 
flidlion, ix(: fome feafpnable conve^-fation, or 
fome fudden internal convidion, djrefted by 
Providence, and accompanied with divine 
grace, roufed you from the deep fleep pf fin^ 
^d ftirred up fpme ferious refleftions ;— yon 
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Jb^n to think of your lieavenly Father^ 
whofe laws you had violated, and whofe gifts 
you had abufed; and you began too to dread 
the juft vengeance of an offended God.— • 
What am I doing ? — Where are my expeda^.- 
tions of advantage from fuch a condud: ? — ^ 
Where is the time I have fquandered?— 
Where are the talents for which I am ac-? ' 
countable ? — Where, — Oh ! where are my 
hopes of ev^rlafting felicity ? 

By fuch inquiries your attention became 
fixed on the concerns of religion. The mind 
wa5 gradually enlightened; — ^your eyes were 
opened to the heart-rending views, of the 
nature and confequences of fin,, and you wifhed 
to get into a better ftate. The great God, 
whom you had negleded, now appeared wor-- 
thy of your affeftion ; — a new principle of 
divine life was implanted in your breaft ^— - 
you broke off your vices ; you deferted your 
companions ; and you came as earneft fiq)- 
pliants to this houfe of mercy, that the good 
work, which was thus happily begun, miglrt 
be perfe(3:ed in yon. 

You 
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You had been looking for happlnefs in the 
gratifications of fenfe, but all your hopes 
were miferably difappointed : — inftead of 
wealth and honour, you found poverty and 
difgrace; — inftead of peace and liberty, anxiety 
and flavery; — inflead of health and fafety, 
diforder, ficknefs, and death. Where then 
muft you fearch for the attainment of true 
pleafure, and where is the fource of pure and 
permanent joy ? — \\x God : — in the contem-» 
plation of the fulnefsof his glpry ;-^in medi- 
tation on the riches of his manifold mercies 1 
—in unfeigned gratitude for the grand fcheme 
of redemption : — ^you piuft ff ek it in a cordial 
acceptance of the gracious terms of the 
Gofpel ; in the full exercife of its impartial 
juftice, diffufive benevolence, ftrift tempe- 
rance, chaftity and holinefs. Ther€ you will 
find a plan propofed, by which your degene- 
racy may be correfted. Ther? your defires 
are taught to run in their proper channel, 
and fuch motives are offered, Xo controul and 
regulate your conduift, as are adapted to im- 
.mortal and accountable preatures. You will 
iin4 the Supreme Being there reprefented aa 
tbe F^t^?r an^ Friend of the humap rape jt-^ 

^1 
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ias the Father who fympathlzes in the dif- 
trcfleS of his children ^— as the Friend^ whofe 
attachment is infinitely ftronger than that of 
a brother. What is his language in every 
part of his word ? Are you helplefe ? I am 
yoiir proteiftor. Are ydu afflided \ I bow 
down mine ear from heaven to hear the groans 
of the priipners". Are you deprefled in your 
circumfiances ? The ravens^ are fupplied by 
my bounty ; the lilies of the field are arrayed 
by my hand; and fhall I not much more 
cloath^<?2^, O ye of little faith? Are yoi 
afraid that your iniquities being repeated and 
Aggravated, have rendered the Deity inex- 
orable ? Behold fays the Saviour of mankind, 
J have offered myfelf a facrifice for you ; and 
I continue to be your advocate at the right 
hand of .my Father. Are you diffident and 
diflruftful of yourfehesP My grace fhall be 
fufficlent for you. Are you afraid of relapjing 
into your former tranfgreffions ? My flrength 
fhall be perfected in your weaknefs. Are you, 
in fhort, deflitute of human aid ? The fpirit 
of the Mofl High is promifed, tofupplyyour 
exigencies, to relieve your afflidtions, to fup- 

port 
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port your drooping hearts, and to reftore you 
to regeneration and gladnefs. 

Abandon, therefore, wholly and for ever, 
fhe fordid pradtices of folly and vice, and 
afpire after the refinements of wifdom and 
virtue ; — refolutely barter the \ovf indulgences 
of your animal nature, for the fuperior enter- 
tainments of reaibn and religion ; — ^leave the 
unfatisfadtory, the vapid objefts of fin and 
fenfe, for the nobler purfuits of intelledt> the 
pure delights of piety, the genuine ardours 
of faith, and the fublime joys of heaven;— 
bovv down your heads and your hearts to the 
Lord ; humbly implore his pardon and his 
grace, and let this be the fincere language of 
your choice ; — * Farewell, ye gay, glittering 
phantoms of criminal delight, — by whatever 
fpecious ^names you are called, whatever 
plaufible appearances you may aflfume, — be 
gone ; — I will no longer be a flave to your 
allurements, your fatal enchantments j — I will 
no longer hope for pleafure in the gratifications 
of vice I — no ; let religion take me under her 
facred condudt : come thou fair offspring of 
heaven, and gain full pofleflion of this breaft. 

To 
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ITq i^v^hom, gracious God, fhould I go, but 
to thee, the fource of felicity and truth ? Tor 
whom fliouM I devote myfelf with an eternal 
attachment, but to thee, the great Author 
of my being ? I am thy property alone ; and I 
am determined, in oppofition to every temp- 
tation, and every difficulty, to purfue a fteady, 
uniform obedience, that my foul may live 
and not die/ 

It concerns us all indeed to reft^in the in- 
clination to fenfual pleafure ; to be jealous of 
every degree of afeendaney it may gain over 
us ; and guard &v\&\y againft the arts of an- 
infidious enemy, by which many ftrong men 
have been flain. It concerns us all to keep 
clofe the eye, the ear, every inlet to the ima- 
gination, that no impurity may enter;— ^o 
confute fancied wants;— to fly, as from a 
pcftilence, every oceafion of evil, every cir- 
cumftance that may raife an undue warmth of 
paflion, and to eflablifli ourfelves in the 
exercife of every duty, in the practice of every 
good word and work : thus fliall no wicked - 
i\Gk halve dominion over us i and thus (hall 
we experience happinefs as real as it is durable. 

-Efpecially 
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EfpeciaHylet parents, guardians, and maAefs 
of families, watch over their refpeftive charges^ 
and employ the earlieft care to check theif 
tendency to licentioufnefs. It is a care which 
cannot be too ftridtly exercifed, when places 
of pleafure are opened all around us, difpoiing 
youth to foftnefs and indolence, vitiating their 
tafte, and corrupting their manners : but it 
is a care that feldom enters into the plan of 
modern education : — ^leave them not to the 
rude inftindts of fenfe ; to the arbitrary do- 
minion of appetite ; to be tofled on the billows 
of life, as every gale of paffion impels : but 
awaken and ftimulate their powers of reafon 5 
inftil into their minds the principle^-of re- 
ligion ; affift them in forming juft fentiments 
of human nature ; difcover to them the latent 
dangers of pleafure > warn them of the rocks, 
on which thoufands have made fhipwreck of 
a good confcience ; and imprefs upon their 
hearts the important inflrudtion which thisi 
houfe affords. 

This fchool of repentance gives a leflbn to 
the tender mind, more ftriking and more 
afFefting, than all the pages of philofophy, 

and 
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and the learned precepts of the moft able 
mafters : bring them therefore to this fchooL 
Here let them fee the ravages of fin ; the 
blighted hopesr of parental fondnefs ; the 
amiable, qualities of youth extinguifhed by 
irregular exceifes ; and furely they will learn 
from hence to flop their ears againft theiyren 
fongs of pleafure J — they will avert with horror 
from fuch a fcene of devaftation, and apply 
their utmofl induftry to the cultivation of 
fuch things as will yield to their laudable 
ambition a rich and plentiful harveft. 

And while you tlius draw improvement for 
yourfelves and children from the fad example 
of thefe unhappy females, will you not fym- 
pathi^e in their fallen ftate, and heave a figh 
at the premature decay of human nature ? 
Will not your hearts melt at the misfortunes 
of thofe who were formed for running the 
career of life, in the midft of profperity and 
efteem, but have been drawn afide by the 
fafcinations of itni^y and feduced into ruin 
by the moft flattering and delufive promifes ? 
Will you make ho kind allowance for the 
warmth of paflloas, the want of experience, 
D d and 
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and the baneful infufions of evil company ? 
And if you would- readily give affiftance to 
any poor animal m diftrefs, would you refufe 
it to your fellow-creatures, in order to recover 
them from their vices, and bring ihem to a 
better fpirit, and a better life ? 

They were living in pleafure ; and as it were, 
in a ftate of deaf A; they were blinded by their 
lufts, and rufhing headlong to endlefs mifery 
and woe : but God has interpofed to deliver 
them from their imminent diftrdfs ; thc3i^afe 
roufed from their lethargy ; they defire to be 
refcued from the dangers which they fee on 
every fide, and wifh with ardency to be put 
into the way of mercy and falvation : — ^and 
will you (hut the door of repentance againft 
them, and bar the paffage to pardon and 
peace ? Will you refufe to fecojid their good 
intentions, and to give them an affedtionate. 
welcome ? Can you, without violence to your 
feelings, turn away your attention from the 
tears of the penitent ? Can you, without felf- 
reproach, withhold your affiftance, and hide 
yourfelves from their mifery ? Shall all the 
means which have been ufed for their revival 
g be 
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be in vairi ? Shall the ftrivings of the fpirit, 
the. alarms of confcience, the chaftifement of 
Providence, the tears and perfuafions of their 
friends, and even their own wifhes and en- 
deavours, — fhall all thefe be in vain ? — No :— 
if you are yourfelves convinced of the im- 
portance of religion, — if you are at all in- 
vigorated by its chearful and falutary influences, 
you cannot render your minds callous to, and 
clofe your hand againfl them ; — ^you cannot 
look upon them w^ithout the tendereft com- 
paflion ; — ryou cannot but feel a fecret com- 
placency, a felf-gratulating joy, while you 
raife the heart that was overwhelmed by the 
burden of its forrows, and brighten the de- 
jeiSed countenance into gladnefs. 

Permit me to draw the rays of this ad- 
mirable inftitution into a point, and to pre- 
fent to your imagination a fcene that would 
furnifti an interefting fubjedl for the pencil of 
a great mafter. Behold a group of afflidled 
females ruined by perfidious companions ; — 
their faces pale with ficknefs ; — their bodies 
emaciated with diftemper 3 — their very fouls 
deprefled byfadnefsand dcfpair; — abandoned 
Dd2 by 
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by their betrayers, rejected by their relations, 
finking under the aggravated weight of poverty, 
difeafe, and guilt, without a fingle friend to 
pour a drop of comfort into their bleeding 
wounds : — behold them, as beings formed 
for rational pleafures, and the liveslof angels,; 
yet wholly devoted to fenfual and brutal gra- 
tifications : — appointed to an immortal ex- 
ifl:ence, yet without a hope, without a thought 
beyond the grave : — not only polluted and 
defiled with fin themfelves, but deluding the 
innocence of the fimple and unwary, and 
fpreading the deadly contagion all around :-^ 
and behold too, where fweet charity appears 
to difpel the gloom, to take them by the 
hand, and condudl them to this happy man- 
fion of wifdom, goodnefs, and peace, where 
fhe delights to dwell -, — where fhe infi:rudts 
the ignorant, ftrengthens the weak, comforts 
the dejefted, and gives reft to the weary and 
heavy laden. On the other fide of the pidhire, 
obferve the aftonifhing change in the fame 
objefts as they go back into the world ; — the 
rofes of health bloom on their cheek -, — the 
reftoration to virtue Iparkles in their eye ^ — 
jhe ferenity of content irradiates their coun- 
tenance. 
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tenance. See them reinftated in all the pri- 
vileges of their nature; — the adherents of 
reafon, — the pupils -of intelledt, — the fubjadl? 
of confcience, and the heirs of falvation. 
See them acquiring ftrength and fteadinefs iij 
the pradice of holinefs ; — as dutiful children 
reftored to their afflidted parents ; — as ufefuj 
members reunited to fociety; — and as con- 
verted finners, reconciled to their Redeemer^ 
and to their God. See them, in (hort, lately- 
dead in trefpafles ajid fins, but now living 
unto goodnefs, and righteoufnefs and faith. 

Will not fuch a reprefentation deeply afFeft 
the heart of the compaflionate ? Will it not 
incite every fpedator chearfuUy to abridgp 
himfelf of fome fuperfluous gratification, that 
he may thus plant virtue in the breafts of his 
fellow creatures ? Will it not animate him to 
fet his head and his heart at work, and to 
ftrain every nerve for the fupport of a fandluary 
that is produdtive of fuch eminent, fuch uni- 
versal advantage ? 

But can any one ftand in need of perfuafion f 

Can argument be requifite to promote the en- 

D d 3 couragcment 
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couragement of this charity, the neceffity and 
the excellence of which carry with them to 
every uncorrupted mind their own evidence ; 
fo that it needs only to be held up to view, to 
charm the beholders, and ftimulate their fup- 
port ? Let then our beneficence and zeal 
keep pace with its ufefulnefs ; the principles 
upon which we ought to a<3: are clear ; and 
every impulfe of humanity, every motive of 
religion, every reafon of policy, every argu- 
ment of the underftanding, and every fenti- 
ment of the heart, plead the moving caufc 
of fo much diftrefs. 

Rife then immediately from the fordid pur- 
fuits of a diffipated age ; cultivate the bene- 
volent defires and affedtions of the foiil ; ex- 
cite a relifli of that fupreme pleafure that 
proceeds from the alleviation of the various 
wants of humanity, and enjoy the exalted 
luxury of doing good. Did you ever regret 
ahy ad of philanthropy ? When you have 
dropped your bleffing at thefe doors, did you 
ever go away with a heavy heart ? Have 
you not, at that moment felt the felicity of 
giving ? Have you not experienced a fatis- 

fadtion. 
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fadion, a pure joy, which you would not have 
exchanged for all the vain illufions of folly 
and of vice ? 

Yield then to this benign propenlity of your 
nature ; — follow the prefent didtates of your 
hearts ; — embrace this opportunity of per- 
forming a generous and good action ; and re- 
joice in the comfortable thought, * the little 
bounty I now beftow, may be the means, 
under God, of faving a foul from death.' — 
And may you in the hour of nature's great 
diftrcfs, receive that mercy from your Creator, 
which you here extend to your fellow- 
preature ! 



D d 4 S E R. 
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SERMON XXI. 



PN THE CONFORMITY OF OUR LIVES, TO 
THB PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL, 



Philip, i. zj. 



Only let your Converfation be^ <is it becometb the 
Gofpel of Chrijl. 

nn H E Apoftle Paul, who was infpircd with 
^ the moft ardent love of his Saviour, the 
warpieft zeal for true virtue, and the greateft 
goodwill to mankind; and had propagated 
the caufe of Chriftianity with all poflible 
patience of labour and fuffering, was affedtcd 
with the tender concern of a father for hip 
converts in general, and exprefles a particular 
care and folicitude for the church, which he 
had planted at Fhilippi. Jlndeed the dif- 

tinguifhed 
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tinguifhed reverence and cftecm, which the 
Philippians bore towards the Apoftle, entitled 
them to no finall (bare of his regard : and 
they had given fuch proofs of the fincereft 
friendfliip for him, and of their firm adherence 
to the Gofpel, that a heart io pious and be- 
nevolent, as his, could not but feel the ten- 
dereft emotions of love towards them, and be 
deeply intcrefted in their welfare. And there- 
fore, fince he vras prevented from miniftring 
in perfon to their inftruftion and edification, 
he writes this epiftle to them, which breathes 
throughout the moft fervent gratitude and 
aflfedion j and in which he urges it upon 
them, as a matter of the higheft confequence, 
to maintain a temper and conducft agreeable 
to the facrcd diftates of Chriftianity, and to 
afpirc after the moft eminent attainments in 
the divine lifi^ * Only,' (ays he, * let your 
convcrfetion be, as it becometh the Gofpel 
of Chrift. 

This precept or rule of duty being the 
principal charge, incukated on the Philippians 
by the Apoftle; whofe fentiments iuid be^ 
havioui< it becomes every preacher of the 

Gofpel 
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Gofpel to have in view ; I have chofc it for 
the fubjedl of my following difcourfe, becaufc 
it is the laft * opportunity I (hall have of 
fpeaking to you, in the capacity which I now 
bear among you. And as in temporal affairs, 
men arefolicitous to remember the inftrudions 
of a dying friend, and his laft defires are held 
as facred ; fo let this laft inftrucflion of your 
departing friend, this laft requeft, which re* 
lates to your everlafting intereft, engage your 
attention, and fink deep into your minds; If 
ye have any real value and efteem for one, on 
whom ye have conferred fo many fignal ob- 
ligations, and who has a moft affedionatc 
regard for you ; let the remembrance of him 
be an additional weight in enforcing this duty, 
and in prevailing upon you to have your con- 
verfation, as it becometh the Gofpel of Chrift; 
which is the great ornament and glory of 
human nature ; which in all circumftances of 
life will turn to your advantage, and qualify 
you for the mercy of the Supreme Judge of 
heaven and earth. 

* The Author quitted the Curacy of Clerkenwell at 
this time. 

There 
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There is no occafion to fpend any of your 
time upon a critical inquiry into the ftridt and 
proper import of the original words, fince 
the general fenfe of the text is very obvious 
to every reader ; recommending a conformity 
to all the rules and injunctions laid down by 
our Saviour : that, as we are • the profeffed 
fubjedls of Chrift, and entered into his king-- 
dom, or into the Chriftian ilate, we fhould 
be careful to conduct ourfelves according to 
ftated laws of that eftablifhment ; and the 
habitual temper of our minds and the courfe 
of our lives (hould be fuch, in all refpedts* 
jis the Gofpel require^. 

For, though the reafon of mankind was 
capable of difcoyering the fundamental prin- 
ciples of religion J and the law, vy^ritten upon 
the heart of every man by the finger of God, 
was a fufficient guide to him in the difcharge 
of his duty, fo that he who honeftly purfued 
the dictates of his own mind, would not 
finally mifcarry; yet, through a great and- 
general corruption, the light of nature was 
fo obfcured and darkened by very grofs errors 
concerning the Deity and the manner of wor- 

fhiping 
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(hiping him, and men wefe funk into fuch a 
Wretched impotence to good ; that a fpecial 
interpofition from heaven, a particular dif- 
covcry of the divine will by an exprefs and 
pofitive law, was exceedingly expedient and 
deiirable. 

God was pleafed therefore to favour the 
world with a gracious revelation by his Son 
Jefus Chrift, who appeared to put away fin, 
and raife men to the love and pradlice of 
virtue. In this he has given us juil and wor- 
thy notions of the Supreme Being, his per- 
fedions and providence ; has reinforced the 
fenfe of right and wrong, originally given us ; 
and publifhed a common rule of life, adapted 
to the capacity of all, and recommending 
itfelf to the heart and confcience of man* 
And he has moreover annexed to our duty 
fuch notable and powerful motives, which 
are peculiar to his doftrine, as are abundantly 
fufiicient to engage and enable us to put his 
inftrudtions in pradtice, and have our conver- 
fation, as becometh his GofpeL 

The 
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The moft natural method of illuftrating 
the exhortation of the text would be to con- 
fider all the particular inftances of morality, 
into which our. duty is branched out in the 
New Teftament. But as fuch a defign would 
be too large and extenfive for a fingle difcourfe, 
and as the whole may be reduced to thofe 
three grand relations, which every rational 
being bears to himfelf, to his neighbour, and 
to God, I fhall endeavour to give you a brief 
view of what the Gofpel demandeth from us 
upon thofe great and fundamental duties, 
temperance, righteoufncfs, and piety. 

All the particular virtues of private life, 
which refpedt the government of ourfelves, 
and reftrain our paffions from carrying us into 
thofe excefles, which are unbecoming our 
reafonabje nature, are frequently recommended 
in the Gofpel ; and enforced, as an eflential 
part of the Chriftian character. The chearful 
temperate compliance with thofe appetites, 
which are planted in us by the wife Author 
of our nature, is not prohibited by the pre- 
cepts of our holy religion, which only re- 
trench immoderate defires, and fufFer them 

to 
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to be indulged no further, than in a ftrift 
fubferviency to the integrity and peace of our 
minds, and the order and happinefs of the 
world. They forbid all excefs in fenfual 
pleafures and gratifications, direding us not 
only to refrain from every impure adtion, but 
to make war againft every impure affedlion, 
and to fubdue thofe flefhly lufts, which ener- 
vate the a(ftive powers of the foul, impair its 
liberty, and bring it into bondage. And in 
order to obtain this maftery over ourfelves, 
we muft be temperate in all things ; we muft 
be fober and vigilant ; we muft deny our- 
felves, and undergo fuch conflicts as, for the 
fcverity of them, may be compared to cutting 
off a hand or plucking out an eye ; that fo 
at any rate we may maintain that virtuous dif- 
cipline, by which all the defires and inclina- 
tions may be kept in fubjeftion to confcience. 
*— The genuine fpirit of Chriftianity is like- 
wife at utter enmity with that bafe and fordid 
difpofition, which fets up wealth as the idol 
of the heart; not forbidding all moderate 
care in the purfuit of the real accommodations 
and comforts of human life, but teaching us 
to form a juft eftimate of the value and im- 
portance 
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portanee of things, to love what is truly 
lovely^ and defire oilly what is truly defirable ; 
thaf we may not be fwallowed up in an im- 
patient eagernefs after temporal concerns, but 
may poflcfs our minds in an eafy contented- 
nefs with fuch a portion, as anfwers all the 
good ends of our prefent ftate, and be prin- 
cipally folicitous about a treafure in heaven. 
For a man's life, the being or prefervation, 
the happinefs or dignity of it, doth not con- 
fifl: in the abundance which he pofT^fleth, — 
It further recommends to us, to keep a ftridt 
hand even over our innocent inclinations ; be- 
caufe too frequent an indulgence in thofe 
pleafures which are lawful, is very apt to 
break the natural tone of the mind, and betray 
us into thofe which are criminal : and many, 
froni having tafted too freely of the intoxi- 
cating cup, have been tempted to take deeper 
draughts, till they have loft all relifli for thofe 
pure rational enjoyments, which are the true 
perfeftion and higheft happinefs of man. — 
And as the heart is the fpring of all our 
aftions, where an attentive perfon will often 
find fin at work to entice hini from his duty, 
we are exhorted to watch againft the firft 

occafions 
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tDccafions of fin, and to fupprefs every evil 
luft as it arifeth ; to crufh it in its infancy, 
while paflion- is yet but weak, as we would 
flop the firft breaking out of a ftream, left it 
jQiould gather ftrength, and with impetuous 
. violence bear down all reafbn and reflection 
before it. 

Again, with refpeft to the duties of focial 
life, which relate to all matters of intercourfe 
between man and man, the dodlrine of the 
Gofpel is very full, and at the fame time very 
exalted; carrying them far beyond the in- 
flrudtions of any, who had appeared before 
in the charadter either of philofophers, or 
prophets. The demands of Chriftianity are 
not anfwered by abftaining from all pofitive 
wrongs and injuries, and rendering to every 
man what he can precifely prove to be his 
due : for if we would afpire to the perfedlion 
in virtue, which that revelation fets before 
us, we muft be rich in good works, ready to 
diftribute, glad to communicate, and truly 
folicitous for the prefent and eternal welfare 
of others : — not only promoting the happinefs 
of thofe, who have an immediate relation to 
E e us 
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us or dependence upon us, (for a man with-, 
out natural afFeftion is worfe than an infidel) 
but cherifliing the moft extenfive beneficence, 
and purfuing the moft univerfal abfokite good 
in our power; unreftrained by any private 
confiderations, by any difference of nation, 
religion, or intereft. It requires us to love 
our neighbour as ourfelves, not in word, and 
tongue only, but in deed and in truth ; to 
put on humility, meeknefs, and peacekble- 
nefs ; not to judge or cenfure our brethren, 
but to treat them with candour and tender- 
Aefs, and interpret their conduft in the mofl 
:&vourable fenfe ; to bear with the errors and 
infirmities of the weak, and though they may 
differ from us in words or modes or opinions^ 
to preferve the bands of unity and concord : 
— to love even our enemies, thofe who may 
have been injurious to us, to diveft the mind 
of all refentment towards them, and do fhem 
real ads of kindnefs in return for their bad 
offices, in imitation of the Great Original of 
goodnefs, who makes his fun to rife on the 
jufl and on the unjufl. It points out to tis 
the mutual and neceffary duties of all the 
feveral relations in human life, and prefcribcs 

an 
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All exad arid faithful difchafge of theiti i and 
our Saviour has given ah inteliigible arid plairi 
direftiori^ to be applied by us to every part 
of our behaviour, which concerns the intereil 
and rights of ouf fellow- creatures ; com- 
manding us to make our own juftand reafon- 
able expectations from them the meafure of 
our conduct towards them, and to do to othersi 
what we would have oAers to do to us« 

And laftly, the duties of piety, all thofo 
difpofitions of mind, with the proper ex-* 
preflions of them, which are immediately due 
to the Supreme Being, are of the higheft 
importance in the Gofpel-converfation. For 
the grace, which bringeth falvation, teacheth 
us to live not only foberly and righteoufly, 
but godly.-^It is the great unhappinefs, as 
Veil as inexcufable . folly of the Heathens, 
thiat they held fuch monftrous opinions con- 
cerning the Deity, as were the foundation of 
the groffeft idolatry and mofl: infamous vices 5 
but the reprefentation, which the Gofpel 
gives us, of the attributes and perfeftions of 
God, his unity and fpiritual nature, his al- 
^mighty power and infinite wifdom, his un- 
£ e a limited 
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limited goodnefs, and impartial juftice, his 
perfeft holinefs and inflexible regard to virtue, 
approves itfelf dircdly to our reafon; and 
cannot fail of raifing in attentive and un- 
prejudiced minds thofe religious difpofit;ionsi 
(which however are exprefsly taught us in the 
Scriptures) veneration, gratitude, and love 
towards this adorable Being, to whom we owe 
our exiftence, all our powers, and all our 
happinefs. Agreeably to thefe fentiments, 
the Chriftian inftitution diredts us to offer 
unto God a reafonable fervice, and to worfliip 
him in fpirit and in truth; with our beft 
affedions and the moft vigorous exercife of 
our inward powers ; not in exclufion of that 
external homage, which is the natural out- 
going of the devotion of the foul, but in 
oppofition to all fervice that is merely bodily, 
a lifelefs, fpiritlefs form of godlinefs, which 
can profit us nothing. The Bleffed Author 
of our religion hath reftified feveral miftakes 
concerning prayer, warning hisdifciples againfl 
imitating the manner of the Heathens, who 
thought that they fhould be heard for their 
much fpeaking ; and againfl the hypocritical 
oflentation of the PJaarifees, who prayed that 

they 
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they might be feen and applauded by men ; 
and gave them a form and pattern for per- 
forming it, in which the petitions are worthy 
of reafonable creatures to prefent to Almighty 
God, and comprehenfive of all which ap- 
pears defirable to a good mind. He has alfo 
encouraged them to addrefs their heavenly 
Father, by promifing his own prefence in the 
aflemblies held for public and folemn worfhip; 
and afluring them, that their prayers, offered 
with pure and upright hearts, Ihall be ac- 
cepted. And further, our Saviour has com- 
manded his followers to obferve two pofitive 
inftitutions in the celebration of divine wor- 
fhip, which are commonly known by the 
name of the Sacraments. By the one, we 
are initiated into the profeffion of the Chrif- 
tian faith, and enter into a folemn obligation 
to perform all the duties of the Gofpel : By 
the other, we perpetually confirm and remind 
ourfelves of that obligation, and live in con- 
flant communion with Jefus Chrift the head, 
and with all the menibers of his fpiritual 
body. — But the precepts of piety are not con- 
fined to a6ls of worfhip, but direft us to 
carry the God-revering principle into the 
E e 3 moil; 
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moft ordinary adtions of life, and to form all 
the purpofes and the meafures of our conduft 
by a regard to his will ; to put our confidence 
in him, and refign our ways and our work^ 
to the difpofal of his providence ; to hope in 
his mercy and faithfulnefs, and to caft all our 
cares and burdens upon him, believing, that 
he qareth for us, and that he is a rewarder 
pf them who diligently feek him. — They 
teach qs not to defpife the chaftening of the 
Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked of him, 
but to commit the keeping of our fouls unto 
him, as unto a faithful creator ; to acquiefcc 
with full confent in his appointments, how^ 
ever diftrefsful and calamitous, and to fay, 
with fincerity, in all the paffive as vv^ell as- 
a€tive inftances of obedience, not my wiilj 
but thine be done, heavenly Father^ 

Thefe duties o^ temperance, righteoufnefs, 
and piety, are the fum and fubftance pf all 
religion; ^nd the ultimate end of Chrift's 
pomipg into the wojrld* For be came to blefs 
ps, in turning away every one pf us from our 
iniquities ; and all, that he has done and- 
tapght^ is fubfervient to this great defign, 

Sq 
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,80 that the moral influence of any particular 
dodtrinc or ceremony is the clue, by which 
we may find out the real importance of it, 
and its beneficial tendency is the rule or mea- 
fure of its intrinfic worth. Every fpeculative 
opinion and every mode of worfhip, fo far as 
they contribute to produce a reditude of 
heart and life; fo far as they engage men. 
more effedtually to. the obedience of thofe 
moral virtues, which the Gofpel requires ; fo- 
far will they appear to be worthy of a reve- 
lation from heaven. But whatever ha., not 
any tendency, either in its own nature, or by 
actual confequence, to promote that great 
end, is ufelefs and infignificant : and what- 
ever diverts the mind from attending to it, 
or difcourages it in the purfuit of it> is highly 
injurious, and undermines the very founda- 
tion, which, fays the Apoftle, has this feal, 
let every one, who nameth the name of 
Chrift, depart from iniquity. And therefore,- 
if men will imagine thofe things to be eflen- 
tial to religion, which are of little or no mo- 
ment to it, and fancy that they can fubftitute 
fomething elfe in the room of the great and 
fubjftaniial duties of the Chriftian life ; if 
E e 4 they 
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they will rely on ceremonies and mere ex- 
ternals, as fiiftings and pilgrimages, abfolu- 
tions and death-bed facraments ; or, if they 
will place their confidence in a lazy recum- 
bency on the merits of Chrift, and expedt to 
be faved by the Gofpel-grace, without an 
obfervation of the Gofpel-morals j they wholly 
miftal^e the nature of religion, andthedefign 
of Chriftianity : they do but mock God, and 
deceive their own fouls, 

By their fruits, iays our Saviour, ye fhall 
know them : not by their mere denomination 
or external appearance, nor by a vehement 
zeal for certain dod:rines of faith and forms 
of devotion ; but by the general current of 
their converfation, and the habitual tenor of 
their lives and actions. This is the genuine 
mark or teft, by which we can determine the 
real charadlers of men, and difcover the truth 
or falf^hood, the goodnefs or badnefs of their 
governing principles and views. It is in vain, 
that we profefs ourfelves to be the difciples 
of Chrift, and make boaft of his name, unlefs 
we walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are called, and have our converfation as 
2 becometl^ 
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bccometh his Gofpel. It is of no importance, 
that we are diftinguiflied by fuch endowments 
as render us eminent and confpicuous in the 
church ; that we have all knowledge, and all 
faith, and the underftanding of all myfteries ^ 
while we pradiice thofe works of iniquity, 
which the Founder of our religion was mani- 
fefted in the fleifh on purpofe to deftroy. For 
it is that faith only, which is a vital principle 
of holinefs, exciting ustoaconftant courfe of 
piety and to every good work, by which we 
can reafonably hope to find acceptance with 
God ; that faith only, which is the root or 
fpring of the divine life, and adually produces 
all the fruit? of moral righteoufnefs. 

And whoever looks into the New Tefta- 
ment, may ealily perceive a moral grace and 
efficacy in every branch of the Chriftian 
fyftem, and that the whole confpires to raife 
and cultivate univerfal purity of- manners and 
integrity, of condudt. The dodtrinal part is 
manifeftly calculated tp enforce the preceptive. 
AH its peculiar difcoveries, like fo many rays, 
unite and center in this one point. Not a 
principle it contains, not a truth it reveals, 

whicli 
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which has not a natutal tendency and a power* 
fill influence to promote this great end, the 
encouragement of obedience, and the fupport 
wd fpread of virtue. 

What an admirable foundatk>n of true fc* 
ligion is laid in thofe notions of the Divine 
nature, which our Saviour has given to his 
followers ; difluading men from all kinds of 
moral evil, and demanding a refemblance and 
imitation of his perfedtion^ ? And how ex* 
cellently adapted to fill the heart with refig- 
nation to God, and with confidence and de« 
Kght in bim, is that Chriftian dodrine, that 
he attends to the minuteft circumftances of 
every the fmalleft event, and diredls all things 
to work together for the good of them who 
love him ? 

What an aflonifhing motive for attending 
and giving earneft heed to the divine counfels 
have we, in the incarnation of the Son of 
God> who came down with fpecial authority 
from heaven tq call men off from their vain 
converfation, and inftruft them in the know- 
ledge of their duty ?— And what an amiable 

jlIuftratiQA 
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llluftration and enforcement have we of every 
moral obligation, in the example of the Author 
of our faith? How divine and lovely the 
form of virtue, as exhibited in his pure and 
fublime life ! and how happily is it fitted to 
warm the afFed:lons and infpire the foul witH 
an unwearied ardour in the purfuit after the 
fnoft exalted attainments ? 

How effeftually are the honour and laws 
of God vindicated, his hatred againft fia 
piatiifefted, and at the fame time a fatisfadtory 
affurance of pardon given unto men, by that 
facrific« and expiation, which Chrift offered 
for fin ? And let every one judge, whether 
^ny thing can equally ftrike the mind, or affeft 
the heart, as the fufferings and agonies of his 
Saviour, and the atoning blood he (bed upoij 
the ignominious crofs, when he died for all, 
that they who live, fhould not henceforth 
live unto themfelves, but unto him ; in con-i. 
formity to his authority and precepts, to the 
genius and defign of his Gofpel, to the grand 
3Jid ultimate views of his endearing love? 
Tor he gave himfelf for us, that he might 
fgdeem us frpm all inicjuity, and purify unto 

himfelf 
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himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works- 

Is it not the proper influence of his refur- 
redlion, that as he was raifed up from the 
grave by the glory of the Father, even fo we 
ihouM rife from fin, and walk in newnefs of 
life ? Has not the belief of his afcenfion a 
peculiar tendency to exalt our affedions, and 
animate us to feek thofe things which are 
above, that our converfation may be fpiritual 
and heavenly in conformity to our Saviour's 
condition ? And how muft it quicken and 
invigorate us to enter upon a courfe of piety 
and holinefs, to be aflured, that we have fuch 
an Interceflbr with God, to obtain pardon of 
all our paft frailties ; and that the Holy Spirit 
is ever ready to enfure the fuccefs of our own 
virtuous efforts, by co-operating with his in- 
fluence towards producing the fruits of righ- 
tcoufnefs, and the habits of univerfal good- 
nefs in the foul ? 

What can fo effeduaily deter us from vice, 
and difengage our thoughts from every at- 
tachment to worldly pleafures and pofl^eflions, 

a§ 
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as the fear of that judgment and fiery indig- 
nation, wherewith God will oonfume his ad- 
veriaries ? And what can fo powerfully ani- 
mate us to a patient continuance in well- 
doing, and fpur us on to the attainment of 
the higheft degree of perfeftion, as the glo- 
rious expectation of being clothed with im- 
mortality, and inheriting that crown of righ- 
teoufnefs and of life, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to all them, who 
love his appearing ? 

When thefe doftrines and principles of the 
Gofpel have their full force and efficacy ; and 
the wifdom, which is from above, is feen to 
pofTefs the man, improving the underftand- 
ing, purifying the heart, and reforming the 
manners; Chriftianity becomes, as it were, 
vifible, and fhines with the moft attraftive 
luftre. And for thofe, who have cordially 
embraced it, and interwoven its truths into 
the habit and frame of their minds; who 
have held faft their faith without wavering, 
and upon this folid bafis raifed the fuper- 
ftrudture of their whole lives ; cultivating all 
religious and good difpofitigns, and adding to 

their 
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their belief all the Chriftian virWes ; refignirig 
themfelves to the difpofal of God in all the 
events of this uncertain life with complacency 
and fatisfacftion^ and meeting death at lafl 
vrith tranquillity, and even with joy, in cer-* 
tain hope of an admiffion into the everlafting 
iingdom of their Lord ;— *how muft they be 
pleafed with that religion, which is fo won- 
derfully fuited to the capacities and wants of 
human nature, and tends fo much to the im- 
provement of it ! how grateful muft they be 
to the Author of every good gift, for this 
his moft fpecial favour! how happy muft 
they be at prefent in the fublime joy of a felf- 
approving confcience, and how happy will 
they be hereafter in the everlafting favour of 
God! 

To raife up fuch chara6ter$, and upon fuch 
principles, has been the chief end of my 
labour for the many years of my miniftry in 
this place. To which purpofc it has been 
my conftant aim, to fteer between thofe ex- 
tremes, fuperftition on the one hand, which 
teaches men to fear they know not what, and 
prefcribes a foolifh pageantry of unprofitable 

rites^ 
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rites, as the means of propitiating the Al- 
mighty ; and enthufiafm on the other, which 
confifts in certain unaccountable feelings, in 
inftantaneous and violent impulfes, flights of 
fancy, and fervors of the imagination ; and 
to conduA you to true religion, v^rhich is of 
a far different genius and complexion, being 
calm and deliberate, fteady and confiftent, in- 
spiring one uniform temper, and direding 
^c fame invariable conduft- — folicitous to 
inftrudt you in the momentous principles of 
the Gofpel, becaufe without faith it is im- 
poflible to pleafe God j but no lefs folicitous 
to lay before you the great praftical dcfign of 
Ghriftianity, affirming conftantly, that they, 
who have believed, fliould be careful to main- 
' tain good works. 

I have indeed fallen far (hort of my ovra 
hopes in the manner of executing this defign, 
and have the deepeft fenfe and experience of 
my own infufficiency and weaknefs ; but my 
heart does not condemn me for being wilfully 
negligent or unfaithful ; on the contrary, it 
witnefleth an habitual fincerity of intention ; 
for the duty has been dilcharged with a mind 
I inclined 
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inclined to the fervice, and truly defirous to 
promote your higheft intereft. 

I am in a particular manner indebted to 
that benevolence, which drew a veil over 
thofe defefts, and cheriflied and encouraged 
the well-meant endeavours by many ads of 
kindnefs and liberality ; which the confciouf- 
nefs of my own imperjfedlions led me to con- 
fider, as incitements to fpur me on to what 
I ought to be, rather than as rewards for what 
^ I was. 

Your generous fubfcription, to relieve me 
of that burden of duty which was too heavy 
for me to bear ; and your zealous interpofition 
in my behalf upon a particular occafion to 
detain me with you, are ftrohg and convincing 
teftimonies of your afFedtion and regard; 
which I cannot fpeak of in thofe terms of 
refpedt which they deferve ; but are fo deeply 
engraven on my heart, that, as they will 
never be forgot, fo will they always be grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

The refpeft and civility, the obliging car- 
riage and behaviour, with which I have been 

•treated 
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treated by you in general, demand my par- 
ticular thanks. For it is a no lefs remark- 
able, than pleafing circumftance, that during 
my long refidence in this large and populous 
parifli, where I have neceffarily had concern 
and intercourfe with all ranks of people, I do 
not remember (one fingle perfon being ex- 
cepted — ) th^t I have received the leaft affront 
from any one either in deed or word : on the 
contrary, I have lived in a friendly intimacy 
with many, and in peace and quietnefs with all. 

But the conftant attendance, with which 
my miniftry in this place has been favoured, 
has been efteemed, as the higheft obligation 
of all, becaufe it gjlve me reafon to hope, 
that I {hould be a fuccefsful inftrument in 
promoting your prefent and future welfare> 
which has been indeed the grand objedt of my 
endeavours, and the ardent defire of my foul. 
Yet, as external inforiiiation can make tio 
impreflion without an inward application of 
the mind ; and as the amufements of a vain 
world and the cares of life are apt to fpread 
their baneful influence, and deftroy the rifing 
feeds of virtue and religion ; Let me afk, 
F f what 
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what has been the real fuccefs of my ten years 
labour among you ? Let me call upon you ta 
look ftridly into your own hearts ; take an 
honed an4 impartial eflimate of your fpiritual 
ftate ; inquire with what diipofition of mind 
ye have received the overtures of the Golpel i 
and what fruits they have produced. 

If, upon a fincere trial, ye find, that jrour 
attendance here has been crowned with fuc* 
cefs ; that the dodlrines of the Gofpel have 
been, as it were, converted into the food and 
nourifhment of the foul, and are become the 
special rule of your conduit, and the ground 
of your fatisfadion and hope ^ give the praiie 
to him, who is the author of every good 
gift; and refolve, by his grace, to adhere- 
fteadily to that worfhip, which has been pro- 
dudive of thefe benefits ; that fo ye may in- 
creafe in faith, and improve more and more in 
the habits of piety and righteoufncfs, till ye 
fball become complete and perfed in the will 
of God. 

. But if, after a ferious review of your lives 
and confciences> it appear^^ that the word 

has 
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has not yielded any valuable increafe ; but, 
like the feed fown in the beaten path> has 
"beeij trodden down and deftroyed ; or, whea 
fprung up^ has been overborn and choakcd 
by v^^orldly cares and paffions ; — immediately, 
put on firmnefs and conftancy of mind, and 
make a wife and fettled refolution to hear the 
word with greater attention, to believe it 
heartily, and obey it fincerely. 

That thcfe important ends may be anfwered, 
permit me to recommend the perfon, (tha* 
unknown) who is to fucceed me in this duty, 
to your favour and good- will ; and qualify 
yourfelves for hearing him with good and 
pious difpofitions, Diveft the mind of every 
prejudice, which may lefTen the weight of his 
inftrudlions, and prevent the efficacy of his 
minifterial offices ; and receive with meek- 
nefs, with a mild and difpaffionate temper, 
the ingrafted word, which is able to fave your 
fouls. Believe it ; there muft be a right dif- 
pofition of mind, a freedoqi from paffion an4 
prejudice, a willingnefs to hear and be in- 
formed, and a readin^fs to obferve and praftife 
what is taught. Without thefe qualifications, 
F f 2 not 
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not the arguments of an angel could make 
any deep and lafting impreflion; and with 
them, the miniftration of the word, though 
not adorned and fet off with the embelUfli- 
ments of eloquence or other human arts of 
perfuafion, will be fuccefsful ; for the Holy 
Spirit, who prefideth over the means of reli- 
gion, will interpofe by his gracious influence, 
and render the facred inflitutions efFedtual. 

It becomes me to obferve further, that thofe 
exercifes and ledures, which had not been 
ufually pradlifed in- this parifh, and were vo- 
luntarily undertaken by me, ought not to be 
confidered, as fuch neceflary parts of his 
duty, that his omiffion of them may afford 
any juft caufe of reproach. Ye will readily 
perceive, that I mean, the catechifing children 
in Lent, and the weekly attendance at the 
Workhoufe. 

The former I undertook, becaufe parents, 
and they who are intrufled with the education 
of youth, are in general too apt to reft in a 
mere verbal recital of the Catechifm, (though 
to teach children by rote, without giving a 

proper 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



to the Precepts of the Gojpel. 437 

proper notion of what they repeat, is indeed 
po inftrudion at all;) and I hoped, by ap- 
lications adapted to their age and capacities, 
by frequent perfonal addrefles and cafy con- 
ferences, to infufe a knowledge of the truth 
and a love of virtue into their hearts, and to 
make the form of words productive of the 
real life and fubftance of religion- 

The latter I undertook, in pity to thofc 
who were prevented by want of health, old 
age, or other afflidions from attending the 
public fervice of God : that by a familiar ex- 
pofition of the New Teftament, they might 
be influenced, to fuit their temper to their 
circumflances, to acquiefce in the determina- 
tions of Providence, and bear their lot with 
humility and contentment ; that they might 
improve thofe happy moments of diftrefs to 
the beft purpofes, and be led by the affli<aions 
of this hfe, to prepare themfelves for a better. 

As I engaged in thefe offices without any 
particular obligation, but of my own free 
choice and inclination, I prefume, I might 
have refigned them, without giving any juft 

offence 
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offence to others, or bringing any injurious 
imputation upon myfelf ; and therefore my 
fucccflbr will be at full liberty to purfua 
the didlates of his own mind with regard 
to thefe labours of Jove. If he declines 
them, may he do it without blame or ccn-^ 
fure ! — if he purfues them, may he do it with 
greater efficacy, and may ye encourage his 
endeavours ! 

My particular employment here, and my 
relation to you, as minifter and teacher, will 
foon expire; but I confider myfelf as yours, 
in the much nearer I'elation of an affedionat^ 
and fincere friend, which fhall never ccafe. 
Though the former conne<3:ion be broken off, 
the latter will remain unfliaken; and the 
mutual freedom, the focial intercourfe, the 
improving converfation may be ftill enjoyed ; 
and all thofe endearing circumftances of friend^ 
fhip, which mollify the cares of life, and give 
a moft pleafing relifh to exiftence. 

My beft endeavours fhall be employed upon 
every occafion, by which I can exprefs my 
grateful regard to you; and, wherever my 

lot 
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lot hereafter may be caft *, I (hall always bear 
you in dear remembrance, and earneftly re- 
commend you to the protedion and favour of 
that Being, whofe loving-kindnefs is better 
than life itfelf. 

Whatever diftance of place may be betweem 
us, let us, my brethren, my friends. Be thus 
united; let us offer fervent and unw^earied 
fupplications to heaven, for ourfelves, and for 
each other; that the Almighty would gra- 
' cioufly interpofe, by his providence and grace, 
to guide us through the many difficulties and 
infirmities of this life, and blcfs us with % 
joyful meeting in the next ; where we may 
be happy in God, and in each other; where 
no envy or malice, no afflidion or trouble 
(hall interrupt our blifs, but all ihall be love 
and charity, harmony and good- will, for ever, 
and ever. 

♦ Two years after this period, on the death of the Ml- 
nifter, the Author was chofen by the parifli to that ap- 
pointment, which he held twenty years. 
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